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TO FLY 
READER. 
| He viſible Decay of Pje- 

| ty, and Evangelical Ho- 
lineſs, 1s a common ſub. 
jet of Complaint: and hardly 
,,cycr waSit more juſtly ſo then 
now, with reſpect to the Ge- 
* nerality of Churches , and par= 
* icular Chriſtians. All ſeriou#$ 

y 2ad conſidering Perſons muſt 
'* needs reckon themſelves obli- 

ged on that account both to 

\ ..?!ſonrn and Fear. Fhe cauſes 

y if ſerious Mourning are too 
+.any , and too notorious, to 

be unobſerved, by Thoſe who 
have any Knowledg of the pre- 

t © It State of the Chriſtian Reli- 


- £1 ninEuropeseven amongthe 
* 2 moſt 


To the Reader. 
moſtReformed.The general un- 


acquaintedneſs withthe Myſte- 
ries of the Goſpell ; the Re- 


proach of the ſolemn Aſſemblies. 


by theCorruption of its DoCtri- 


nes and Y/orship, and the dis- + 
honour caſt uponits moſt ſacred + 


inſtitutions ; the late terrible 
Deſolations ofthe Temple and 


SanQtuary , and pgricvous ſuf- 


&rings of our Brethren in ſeve- * 


ral parts of the World; theſha. 
mefull Apoſtacy of ſo many 
Thouſands from the doCtrine 


"> - -- a” a” y'® 


and worship of the Goſpel to + 
Popish Idololatry ; and other 
conſiderations of this kind, -: 


which might be nam'd,, do carry 


with them a loud Call to Humu- | 


Tiation and mourning. 


\ Butthe Practical Degeneracy | 
4% p iz of | 
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To The Reader. 
of Profeſſing Chriſtians unto 
* | Worldlinefs,Profaneſs,and Sen- 
: | ſuality » doth not only afford 

| matter of Lamentation for the 
4 preſentbut too muchgroundto 

| Fear , that the bitterneſs of 
| Death is not paſt ; God's An- 

. ger is not turned away , or 

his Controverſie ended with 
A the Proteſtant Churches. And 
. after we have known ſo many 

Thouſands to renounce and 
+ abjure their Religion. in an 


4; ; Hour of Temptation , and fee 
| fo many more, yeathe far grea- 
» feſt part, in a preparedneſs to 
© ; Revolt, onthe like or leſſer. 


” + Trials, byreaſon of theit vi- 
p- ' eious Lives , and eftranged- 
; nels. from the Power; of Relt- 
| gion, ( becauſe they recei;e 
* J not 


To the Reader, 


not the Truth in the Love of it, )} 
what can we reaſonably ex-P 
pect , bur farther Tokens of | 
Divine Diſpleaſure. Þ 
And how little of any en- | 
couraging proſpect is there, 
by the ſerious Reformation * 
of Perſons, Families, and ' 
Churches to turn away his 
wrath ? where are there any . 
Symptoms of the Recovery of + 
the Power of Godlineſs, from © 
whence 1n our Age there 1s ſo 4 
undeniable a Declenſion ? ( and 
acknowledg'd by all Parties , 
that there 1s ſo. } How little. 
is to be feen of any ſuch 
thing , among thoſe who are 
moſt forward and zealous in ef(- 
poulſing the Reformed . intc- - 
reſt > ey'n ſuch as would. be 
chought 
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. 
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of | 


thought of all Others to be 
moſt concern'd for its Preſer- 


vation , and have ſuffer'd not 


2little for it ? 
The diſtreſſed caſe of our 


' Brethren(eſpecially in France,) 


cannot but move our Bowells 


of Compallion, when we 
. read or hear from time to time 


the Relation of the barbarous 


. proceedings of their Perſe- 
* cutors. Bur the ſenſual wicked 


Lives of profeſſedly Reformed 
Chriſtians, 1s certainly a more 


_ dreadfull objeCt to be conſide- 


rcd; andought ſo to-be regar- 
ded by us, asthe conſequences 
of it are much more to be 
feared , then of the ferrceſt 
Perſecution by open and avo- 
wed Enimics. For the Curchof 
* 4 Chriſt. 


-. To the Reader: .Y 


"To the Reader: 


Chriſt never loſt either Truth}, 
or Holineſs that way : it hath |} 
rather been a conſiderable outs | , 
ward Means, ' for the preſerva- | , 
tion and encreaſe of Both. \| ; 
(The this cannot be ſaid, but | 
the direct Contrary, concerning | 3 
Proteſtants perſecuting one | , 
' .another for leſler differences) ' « 
And what ever ExpeCQtations ! \ 
we may and ought to have,fram \ - 
the unfulfilld Prophecies, of ! | 
God's rebuilding Sion, in the | 
latter days, & deſtroying her E- | - 
nimics;(wich wehaveno reafor: | | 
to queſtion but he will moſt glo- *-, 
riouſly effe& , and ought dayly F 
to pray that he would haſten it,. | 
for this Names fake: ) yet can 
 wenever hope to ſee anything 
conſiderable of that kind , in 
Our 


To the Reader. 


Jour Time , without a great 
Repentance, and Reformation, 
It 1 and the wore Plentifull Pou- 
tw | ring out of the H. Spirit for the 
h. healing of the Nations. I the- 
iT | refore wish that the confident. 
S | Expectations of a ſpeedy deli- 
e | verance of the Church, may not 
2» / givert us ſrom the preſent Duty 
S + we are calld to, asthe proper 
Tt ! appointed Means;towhichGod 
J : hath dire&edus forthatend. 
- And are there any hopefull 
* | Beginnings of ſuch a Thing, 
" | within view? 1s there any thing 
- !-6n foot ro. be obſerv'd , like 
' 7: fuch a Retrieving of Goſpe/ 
Holineſs in theHearts and Lives: 
of men?Doth not the Name and 
Thing grow: more and more 
into Contempt every day ? and: 
, ae - who- 


To the Reader. 
who. can tell how far it may} 
proceed , to procure Judgment 
upon any particular Place or 
Country , that is guilty of ſo 
general , and provoking a De- 
fection? | 

Ic concerns us therefore, 
every ore to look to himſelf; 
to Repent, and do our firſt 
Works, and make our Peace! 
with God , that we may be, 
found within the ſmal pumber' 
of thoſe , who shall bethought 
worthy to eſcape the allmoſt. 
Epidemical infe&ion , and zo 
ftand before the Son of Man. 
On which Account > any, 
thing that ris hikely to awaken | 
Men to the Conſideration * 
of the . great . acknowledg'd 
Principles of Religion can- * 
not 


* Tothe Reader. 
ay} not be unſeaſonable. Yea 
2ntf in ſuch a caſe the meaneſt, 
orſ} and weakeſt Endeavors may 
ſof be of ſome uſe. The ſub- 
)e-|j jects of the following Re- 
flexions are molt of them of 
e,j that. kind, neceſlary to be 
IC;{ attended to by all forts, of 
rt} Perſons; and ſo cannor be 
ce} too often preſt, tho in diffe- 
bei rent Manners- 
er! The - uſefullneſs of the 
ht! ſubject Matter, and the 
ſt ſmallneſs of the Bulk , are 
ig two things which are wont 
n.:. to recommend a Book to 
'y | moſt Readers. For which 
n, reaſon, I may Hope , this 
n } will be read by ſeveral, who 
d ſuffer much better, becauſe 
1- | bigger, books to Jy by .. 
'n * 6. them. 
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- trance, Thanksgiving,and ſa- 


nant with God, (which ſeye-. 


To the Reaner. 
them negle&ted. Some maY 


polſliblygive it the reading,as 
a New-years Gift. And who 


by it, as to ſet a part ſome Ti- 
me in the beginning of the 
Year, for Self-ex4mination, 
Confeſlion of Sin , Repen- 


lemn renewall of his Coye= 


oh dendte EE 


ral of theſe Reflexions may 
not only excite to, but are in-. | 
tendedtodirettand aſlift him: * 
in,) I am perſuaded he will: / 


thank me for putting him in 


4 


- -. mindatleaft, offo ſeaſonable: | 
þ = anExerciſe.Thegreateſt part- 


of thete Meditations were : 

begunon a New-years Day,. 1 

tho ſome others are thought 
F; fit. 


To the Reader. 
"{fitto beinſerted, as tendign to 
promote the ſame deſign. Bur 
knowing how much eaſter it 15, 
to ſtirr upother mens Devotion, 
then tocommand and keep ali- 
ve my own;'tis deſfir*d that ſome 
of the moſt devout 'Thoughts 
contained in theſe papers may 
be -lookt upon as what the Au- 
thor aims at, and would perſua- 
de to rather then whathe hath 
| allready attain'd : as what he 
|] knows he ought to be and do, 


: * and doth ſcriouſlyendeavor, ra- 


/ ther then what he is, and hath 
{ been: heartily lamenting wherm- 
hehath been faulty or defeCive 
in ſuch Duties, as theſe and the 


| ike Reflexions do oblige to, 


and enforce- upon All who 


S {hall read them, and therefore 


"4 - much. 


To the Reader. 


much moreupon him ſelf. | 
That they were penn'd at 
. ſeveral times, and in occaſional ( 
retirements for Spiritual Exer. 
Ciſes, will with the difterence} » 
of the ſubjeCt be a ſufficient cx-| 
cuſe that ſome are larger, and , 
others ſhorter, and thar the ſtile | | 
15 inſomeplaces more neglected | 
then in others. If I may he- 
reby render any ſervice to 
then Souls of men, if any ſecure | 
Sinner, any ſelf deceiving Hy- | 
pocrite., or backſliding Chri- | 
ſtian be hereby awaken'd , or | 
any ſerious Believer's Devotion ; 
be quicken'd and advanc'd, 1 | 
hope God will accept it. To | 
his Bleſſing I humbly recom- 
mend it , for thoſe Ends. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


| From what Time the fews recko- 
| ned the Beginning of their Year : 
of the difference between their 
ſacred &- crit account. The 
Feaſt of Trumpets on the firſt 
day of the year, its Inſtitution, 
nature, CF dcſien: the Tradi- 
zions CF Cuſtoms of the Fews 
reſpeing that Day. 


Pon the deliverance 

| of the Jews out of 
| e/ Egypt , the firſt 
. moneth which began 
| with the new Moon 
| next to the yernal Equinox, was 
| to be acounted the Beginning of 
* Moneths, Exod. 12: 2. it anf- 


þ 


” wers to the latter. end-of our: 


* Adarch,- &. the Beginning of 
I April; &is ſometimes called N:- 
' © ſan, & ſometimes Abib, lt was 
| \ A cycr 


. " 
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ever after that Deliverance, reck- 
ond the Firſt moneth of the year, 
12 their Sacred or Eccleſiaſtical 
Acount. Therefore the Paſſover 
keptin this moneth, is ſaid to be 
obiervedin the frft moneth: & 
the Feaſt of Purim , which was 
kept in our February, isfaid tobe 
in the /aft moneth , that is, of 
the Sacred year. A Period ſo re- 
markable & extraordinary, as 
that was to the Jews , defirett 
very well to be particularly re- 
membred & taken notice of: & 
mightzuſtly be acounted the F:rft, 
or chiefeſt of chezr moneths. And 
by comparing Exod. 12. 41. with 
Gal. 3. 17. it may be concluded 
that Abraham received the Pro- 
miſe , oathe fifteenth day of this 


moneth : & ?t is .computed that | 


about the ſame time of the year 
Tſaac was born ; & the T abernacle 


afterward erected in the wilder- |; 


nels. 


As 


* Is 
or 
_—_ 

Ti 
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"| As that Redemption of Iſrael 
| from their Bondage in Agypt, 
| | was but a type of a more glorious ' 
| | ane by the Meſſiah, ( which all the 
Wyorld are concerned in as well 
the Jews) he was pleaſed to ſuf- 
| ſer Death in this moneth. 18. 
- | Febn. 28. According to this com- 
| putation,the moneth T3577, which 
began with the firſt new moon 
next to the Autumnal Equinox, 
is in ſeveral places of H. Scrip- 
ture called the Seventh meneth. 
Tho as to Civil & Political At- 
faires, this was the F:iri# moneth 
of the year : & ſo accounted bath 
before & after their coming out 
of Egypt. For this reaſon, the 
Feaſt of Tabernacles , ( or the 
| Feaſt of Harveſts, on the 15. day 
of this moneth,, when the Fruits 
| of the Earth were gathered in,) 
! is faid tobeinthe end of the year. 
" Exod. 23. 16. This moneth 
. | Ti5rsanfwers to part of our Sep- 

| A 2 rem- 
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tember BY part of OFoter. About 

: : | th 
this Time of the year 1s moit 


: Y.. Þ, * I - FAY A 
coinmonly recxon'a, ine Crea-f; 

» ® } © y it 
tion of the world ; the Birth & | 7 


Baptiſm of 7. Crit, the Head | 
of the ſecond Creation; the con- P 
{ecration of Solomon's Temple, 


& other remarkable Events :| ” 
from hence they compured their i 
years of Zubilee; & the teventh ( 
-ear tor their Land to reſt, &c.f 
There were as many Feaſts & re- F 


ligious Solemnities Apointed to 
the Jews1n this moneth, asin all 
the year belides. The Eighty firft 
P{zim , compoled by Aſaph, tor 
the firſt day of this moneth, or 
the Feaſt of Trumpets , is fup- 
poſed to have been in remem- 
 Remmens. brance of that Deliverance of 

#146 Ifracloutof #gjpr: the ſounding 

of Trumpets being a token of li- 

| © + A =. . 
_-. This Feaſt of Trumpets; on | 
zhe firſt day of the new-year ac- | 
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cording to their Civil Acountis 
thus commanded, Levir. 23.24. 
Numb. 29. I. & 1o. cap. lo. that 
it ſhould be, 4 Sabbath, and a 
Memorial of blowing of Trum- 
pets, an holy Convocation, &C. 
Some think it is called 4 Memo- 
rial of Trumpets to preſerve the , 
memory of {ſaac*'s Deliverance, nivcr.Hiſt. 
by the ſubſtitution of a Ram to be £7 5<'#- 
ſacrificed in his ſtead ; to this pur-c.1. 5. 6. 
poſe it may be alledged that it is 
ſometimes called by the Jews, 
the Binding of Iſaac : which they 
ſuppoſe to have been in the ſame 
day of the year. By others termed 
Feflum Cornu , the Feaſt of the 
Horn. But itis more probable, 
that this name was not given, with 
any reſpec to Iſaac, but onthe —_ - 
accouat of that kind of Trumpets, Ft 
which where then ſounded, viz, 
ſuch as were made of {hceps or 
rams horns. Others think it to 
haye been Apointed as a gratefull 
A 3 re- 


Lightfeet. 
- Temple 


Service. 
_ chap. 16. 
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remembrance of former yicko- 


ries which God had afforded | x1, 
them. But the moſt likely acount | ,F 
of it is this: that it was intended fig 
to ſolemnize the Beginning of | 16 
the new-year, to mind them of pe 
the Beginning of the World, & 
to excite their thankfulneſs for [7 
the fruits, & bleſſinps,. & Be- |, 
nefits of the year preceding. The | þ, 
extraordinary Blowing of Trum- 
pets by the Priefts atthis time , (in | / 
all their Cuties, aswell as at Je- | ,, 
ruſalem, where two filyer Frum- | 
pets were al{o uſed at the. Fempie; 
as well as theſe of Horn, & the 
Levites tang the 8r. P{.) might 
ſerve both to tirr up the People 
to blefs God for the favors of the 
year paſt, acknowledging his 

els in preſerving them to- 
the beginning of another ; & 
withal excite them to pray for his 
Protection &Bleflting, for the new. | : 
year on which they now entred. | 
; Aai- 
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0 | AMaimemides, the famous Jew- 
d | 1h Rabbin, thinks the ſounding 
at | of Trumpets atthistime was de- 
4d | Goned to fignifie fome ſuch Ex- | 
ff | kortation as this » Ariſe O ye flee- onones de 


Penitent. 
s, out ur ſleep, and you cap. 3.can. 

Fs Pend<5 gra. A of Ear * 

© | lumbering. Search your works, 

” | and turn by Repentance. Remem- 

C | ber  yorer Creator,you that have for- 

” | gotten the Truth, and have ex- 

l | changed it for the vanities of the 

world; and have all your lives 

wandred after vamty., which will 

| not profit or deliver you. Conſider 

your ſouls; conſider your ways, and 

Works , ant let every one of you for- 

ſake his evil way, and his thoughts 

that are not good. 

Seme haye imagined a typical 
Repreſentation of the 7290 Cove- 
ants in this _ The old Co- 
venant figured by the ycar paſſed ; 
| and ne of Otvoe: or 
| the Goſpell ſtate by the new year 
A 3 
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then began, and that by the ſound | dc 
of Trumpets was prefigured the | C 
future preaching of the Goſpel, | tc 
according to that of the Apoitle , j a1 
Their ſound went forth unto all | & 
>the Earth, and their words unto 
the end of the world; and fo the 
Feaſt of Trumpets is abrogated 
| bythe preaching of the Goipel, 
if that were typically ſignified by 
it. Without ſuppoſing any Ty- 
pe here, in a tri and proper 
ſens; we may ye farther con- 
fider the Parallel, and obſecr- 
ve, how the Joy and Gratitude 
that thes Trumpets did excite, is 
exceeded by that greater rezoy- 
cing, promiſcd and.foretold by 
the Prophets, when the Glad ti- 
dings of the Goſpel of Salyation 
by the Meſſiah {hould be pu- 
bliſht to the world. 54.//. i.. |} 
5 Luk. 11. 4 Gal. 27. which hath 
been in partaccompliſht:and will |: 
be more compleat ,in that King- 
dom 
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dom of Peace and Purity, which 


Chriſt will eſtabliſh upon earth, 
towards the cnd of the World: 
and {hall be finally perfected at 
the end of Time : when Days and 
Years, and Time thus meaſured, 
{hall be no more. Butthe Meſ- 
faah, our B. Saviour, having fi- 
nif ht his mediatory undertaking 
as to what concerns Earth, { hall 
come aguine from Heaven , with 
the Trump of God , tO raiſe the 
Dead, and ſ\ummon all the world 
to their final Judgement. Then 
{hall he deliver up the Kingdom 


enter into the Foy of their Lord, 
and be for ever with him. 

There 1s a Tradition among: | 
the Jews mentioned by ſatmont- Canones de. 


des, that on. the firſt day of the-? enir.cop. 


. 3. Can. 5+ 
newyear, Godenters into Judg- * 


ment for the fins of the year. and. 
Lite paſt. That every ones Faults 
are weighed againſt his good 
A 5. works 


monies 


#hty part. 
FY..C. Je. 


IW 


Cour. par- 
mi les Inifs Ceremonies of the * modern 
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works. He that is found Right-- 


ons 1s ſealed unto Lite:and he that 
is found wickzed 1s ſealed unto 
Death. | 

And”tis a general cuſtom that 
bath obtained among the Jews, 
for the ten farſt days of the new- 
year, toriſc out of their Beds in 
the night, and to continue 1n 


their Synagogues praying and. 
 Fid. Cere= worſhipping , untill breakof day. 


The ſaperſticious and ridiculous 


7ews on this Day, I ſhall not re- 

at. However vaine and ground- 
leſs, ſuperſtitious, . and abfurd 
many of. their Cuftoms , and 
Practiſes- are on this ; yet 
this blind Devotion of the-/ews 
may juſtly ſhame and condemn 
the Chriftians of our Age: who 
commonly ſpend. the Beginnings 
of every year worfe then any o+»- 
ther parts of them; and inſlead 

_ | © 
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of-any ſolemn Retirements ſor 
Prayer and Meditation, which 
1night aſſiſt them to number their 
Days, and prepare for Eternity ; 


inſtead, I fay, of ſuch ſeaſonable 


j Exercizes, how do vaine and 


hurtfull Sports and Paſtimes, or 

trifling and unedifying mirth, 

and fruitleſs converſations con- 

ſume the greateſt part of the 

Days, (and nights too) of the 

Beginning of the year! And thus, 
when the firit fruits of the year 
are offered up to fin and vanity ,; 
"tis NO tan © if che following: 
parts of itare imployed to no bet- 

ter purpoſe: witkoutany due con- 

cern for the Soul,. and an Eyer- 

hafking State. JW 

. To Endeavor fome Remedy 
wthoſe diforders, and give ſome 

affiſtance to them who deſire ſe- 
rionfly to. make Religion their 

Principal Bufinefs, is the end of: 
publiſhing thes Reflexions.I moſt. 

| A 6s heartily 
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heartily beſcech the God of a- 
Grace to influcnce by his H. Spil 
rit, the Conſcience of every Rea- 
der, thatſome ſuch eftcct may be 
attained. Haycing found the 
Practiſe recommended, to be of 
uſe to my ſelt ; and my own Heart 
warmed in- compoiing the fſub- 
{tance of thes Papers, (tho with- 
out any Intention at thar Time of 
expoling them to the world.) "tis 
not unreaſonable to hope, that 
what hath been beneficial to one, 
may be helpfull to another. Ir 


cannot certainly be 'unadviſable | 


or improper to Begin the year 
with God , with whom we {hould 
_— every Day. *TF isdecorous 
and becoming , to Dedicate our 
felves to Him, in a more ſolemn 
manner then ordinary, atſuch a 
'Fime:. [Thankfully to acknow- 
teds the Favors and Bleſſings we 


have particularly. recerved the. 


Year Paſt: and to recollec the 
EE... 
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Sins we have been guilty of; to 
agoravate them with Humility , 
Contrition.,, and deep Remorle : 
to renew our Covenant with God: 
to repeatand fortifie our Reſolu- 
ctons of living berter : 1imploring 
his Grace to aſliſt us in it:to reflect 
ſeriouſly on the mutability, frail- 
ty, brevity of our preſent Life: 
to con{ider the {wiftneſs, uncer- 
tainty ,- irrecoverableneſs , and. 
conſequent value of our Time: to 
look torward to a Blefled , or mi- 
ſerable Etermity, one of which 
we muſt ſhare in ; and to confirm. 
our Faith in the Certainty therof, 
and {conſider our: near aproach 
to ſuch. an unchangeable State :: 
to think what improvement we 
ſhould make of the Death of. 0- 
thers , efpecially of Relations :. 
and Friends,who have ary been 
calledhome: Ta make the Sup- 
poſition in good earneſt, that we. 
may tollow them this year , and 
| = SF dye 
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dye before another new years day; - 


to imprint fuch a Thought on 
our Hearts, and the inferences 
that may naturally be deduced 
from it: to beg of God, to inable 


us to Redeem our Time, and 


diſcharge the Duty of our parti- 
cular places; and prepare us for 


all the Events of the following 


year; and fo cfteQtually Teach us 


ro number our days; that we may 
apply anr Hearts unto true wit. 
dom: leaſt we be furprized by an 
unexpected Death beſore the pe- 
riod of another year. And lefty 
to pray for our Relations, and 


Friends, Families and Neigh- 


bors, and our Enemies too; and 
plead with God on the behalf of 


Sion, and the affticted State of 


the Reformed Churches.” To 
- ſomeofthesand the like Purpo- 
ſes, Ihope what is here offered; 
may be ſubſervient: if confidered. 


with ſeriousnefs and application, . 


S 


| 
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after humble Inyocation of- the 
Bleſling of God, and the aids of- 
his Spirit; compoſeing our minds 
and thoughts as in his moſtawe- 
full and holy Preſence. 

E have-only this farther to re- 
queſt: that it any one ſoul ſhall. 
find any real Bencfitin this kind ;. 
he would fo far requite my chari- 
table aſſiſtance of him, that when 
his heart is molt ſerious ,. his Spi- 
rit moſt compoſed and deyout, 
and his aftetions moſt vigorous 
and lively, he would not torget, 
to put up one Prayer to Heaven 
for me, for Greater Holineſs and- 
Abilities .to Honour God, and 
perſeyering Faithfullneſs to his- 
Truth and Intereſt, what ever 
Temptations to defert it may be 
imploied by the World, the Fleſb, 
and the Devil: the three Great 
Enimies of thine and my Salya- 
tion. | 


D E- 
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And 


EIERKNILITY, 


This World, andthe 
Next. 


— 


| 
Of the changeable State,and ſhort 
Duration of f Earthly Things : 
eſpecia ally of Man , how little it 
35 Conſidered and 6 how 


neceſſary it ſhould be ſo. 


2=82x2e Hen 1 confider that 
G Aap4 /, yeſterday | was. the 
IV V ZX Conclu 10n of the 
= {5 laſt year; and that 
SETISeq 1 now am cntred on 
ano- 
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another ; *ris ſeaſonable to re- 
fle& on the mutable condition , 
and ſhort Duration of all Things 
in this world, which are nn 
red by Time. . That as they have 
their Beginning , ſo they have 
their End:and that the diltance,or 
{pace of Time between the one & 
the other is very little. Let me not 
then, o my ſoul! Rejoyce & pleaſe 
my ſelf to much in New Injoy- 
ments;remembring aChange may 
be at hand, & the End is certaine. 
' Many who were Rich, and 
Flouriſ hing the laſt year may be 
reduc'd to Poverty and deep dif- 
treſs, before the end of this : who: 
are now in a capacity to relieve 
others, within a few moneths, or 
a Shorter ſpace, may be objects 
of other mens Charity. The 
thine which hath been, is that 
which may be:and that which hath 
been ſeen in one year, may rap 


pen inanother : ſo calily ſo quic 


_ 


ly 
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ly may a Change be made! Ri- 
ches may unexpectedly change 
their Owners , and borrow wings 
of a thouſand Accidents, wher 
with to fiye to Heaven for a new 
Diſpoſal. They therefore who poſ- 


 feſs ſhould be as if they poſſeſſed not: 


for the Faſhion of this world paſ- 


ſeth away. Innumerable catual- 


ties may-eftect that change, which 
no bumane Art or sKkill can poſ- 
fably foreſce or hinder. afflictive 
unexpected Evills attend us cve- 


r.where, we cannot promiſe our. 


ſelves Trarqmillity tor 4 Day, 
much kefs a7 Tear ro come. they 
lay in wait for us on every ide, 
enter at every crevice, andcom- 
monly overtake us, when we are 


leaſt apprehenſive of their ap- 


proach. Man that is born of a 
woman is of few days, and full 
of Tronbte: He cometh up as 4 
flower, and iscut down : fleeth 
as 2 ſhadow , and continueth- 

; nor. 


| | 
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not. What then are Riches, 
Beauty, Strengh, and Honor, 
the accidents of. this Subſtance , 

which 1s it ſelf buta Shadow ! His 
| Life is bur a vapor , on which 
they all depend; then how much 
leſs are they? to how ſpeedy an 
alteration are they ſubjet! what 
numberleſs Inftances- of this 
doth one: years experience fur- 
m{h !. what ſadning Difſapoiat- 
ments and unexpected Calamitics 
' have befallen many ſince this Day 


| Twelve moneth! and multitudes; 


who are now at eaſe, and think 
their mountaine too ſtrong to be 
removed, ſhall meetwith ſhar- 
per Trials before the end of this 

car. Alas! how few conſider or 
believe it, till they find itſo 2 All 
men ſhould countupon trouble 
and Diſapointment , ſuffering 
and ſorrow in this wosld : and he 
thathath. the leaſt ſhare is reck- 
| on'd the molt-Proſperonus man:- 


and 
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and yet he knows not how ſoon 
his Portion may be doubled. We 
.reckon our Joys by the abſence of 
ſome degrees of ſorrow and Ca- 
lamity , that others meet with: 
and before the end of this year, 
our condition may be as diſcon- 
folate'as theirs. O my ſoul! tho 
I know this to be true ; tho I can- 
not, I dare not deny it; yet how 
difficult is it to conquer rhe Love 
of this world , nd of this Body, 


to that degree I ought! tounder- 


value the intreſt of a ſhort, a mu- 


table, uncercaine, and.trouble- | 


ſome Life, in compariſon of the 


permanent poſleſſion of an Ever- 
laſting Good! tho I know that 


what 1s earthly and temporal F 


muſt nceds be thus changea- 
ble and fading: and that'it 1s as 
true of Man himiclf as of a- 
ny thing under the ſun; yet how 
do 1 forget what Man is! how do 
I live, as if all this were as certain- 


ly 


—_—— 
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ly fals, as it is unqueſtionabl 

true? admire, love, tear, truit 
in Man, as it he were the dirc&t- 
contrary to what” he is , *and 
{cek tor immortality upon earth, 
& actas if I were aſtured of it, & 
were not. liable to any change: 
tho I acknowledgd and know the 
contrary. Tho the laſt years ex- 
pcrience , and the obſeryation 
of everyday doth convince me of 
| it; thoall hiſtory and all the re- 
cords of the Grave atteſt it; tho 
all mankind in every Age have 
found itſo; tho it be a manifeſt 
' notorious truth, legible in the 
| various changes and calamities,. 
, but eſpecially in the Duſt and 


& ashes of all who haye lived be- 


| fore us, (our Graves being of- 
ten made. of our Predeceſlors 
Duſt, and the Earth we bury in 
having once been living) yet 
how [little is it believed , how 
{cldom conſidered. The cu 
T- 
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' firmation of it which one year | 


gives us hath little Influence 


on our Hearts of lives, with.|. 


reſpec to the next. We ought 
therefore to accuſtom our ſel- 
ves to theſe thoughts , be- 
fore ſuch changes Happen , to 
which our Fsnal change 1 hall cre 

Jong ſuccecd. They will be leſs 
efficacious, if never admitted ti 


. our minds are oppreſt and feebt® | 
s 6 of Affliction. | _ 
We ſhall then want thar vigor | 


led by the weig 


ot Reaſon which 1{hould coope- 
rate with the remedy: and which 


if uſed before hand would help | 


to ſupportand ſtay our minds un- 


der all fubſcquent revolunons. | 


For thoſe Conliderations may 
be able ts fix and ftay our minds 
under changes, that may not | 
be ſufficient to recover and raiſe 


our ſpirits after they are .dejeted 
and fillen. q E 
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| Of the change in mens Indline- 
' tions, Opinions, and Attions 
which one year ſhows. How 
obſervable it 15 in Others : how 
. much more diſcernible tu our ſel- 
ves. Honor and Rep utation&c. 
how uncertainly preſerved and 
; 3 bow eaſily Maſied 
1 W Hat a diſcovery doth one 
| year make of the mutability 
of Man, ngtonly of his putward 
Condition, but of the Man him- 
ſelf, his temper, his Practiſe, his 
Inclinations, his Averſions , &c. 
{He abideth.not at one ſtay: every 
breath of wind turns him to ano- 
ther ſhape. We deſpiſe to day, 
that which we admired yeſter- 
day: and to morrow hate the ob= 
ectofour preſent Love. We be- 
gin friend{hips, and cancell them 
ON 
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on ſlight occaſions: and a mor- 
tal enmity often ſucceeds to a ten- 
- der afteCtion ; the very Perſons, 
who are in one year our darling 
Friends, and poſlibly deſeryed to 
beſo, mayyetbe open Enemies 


the next, and ſeek onr Ruine. | 


Lord! what is man * How de- 
ceitfull and murable the Heart 
of man ! we know not what 
other menare, or will proye to 
be, till a trial ; and we are equally 
' Ignorant concerning our ſelves, 
ll an hour of temptation. How 
par do we think-we could 

ear Aﬀlictions till we feel them! 
how Partial and miſtaken a Judg- 
ment do we make of our wiidom 
and ſtrengh in' reference to the 
furure !. we counſel others to ſub- 
miſſion and reſignation in the 
moſt difficult trials, and wonder! 
they complaine io loud; when 
we our ſelves deſpond and ſink 
under half their -Burden : and 

fr. * ſend 
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fend up our more impatient mur- 
murs to Heaven , when God 
thinks fit to prove us by a lighter 
Stroke. We cenſure and con- 
demn others, who are in an higher 
Station, and are called to more 


| difficult work then we; when by 


a little Advancement , and the 
like Temptations , we diſcover 
that we are as bad as they. They 
who were reputed Humble Tem- 
perate and Religious, when they 
have been exalted higher , be- 
come Proud, ſenſual, and un- 
godly. Had ſome been told 2 
twelye moneth ſince, what now 
they are, and ſpeak, and aQ, 
they would have made #4azae!'s 
anſwer, Am I 4 Dog, that [ 
[ſhould do this * A change inthe 
pry affaires of the State, and 

y that means of particular In 
treſts, or fome alteratiun of our 
own mare private;Circumitancey, 
MS has and cx 


— — 
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-poling us 'to new Temptations ) 
diſcovers us morc to our ſelys, 
and to other men, then was ex-_ 
pected, -and proves usto be yery 
difterent from what we appeared 
to be. Such a change ,: for In- 
{tance, as from Poverty to Ri- 
ches, from Sickneſs to-Health, 
trom obſcurity to Honor, from 
Privacy to a Publick charge &c. 
or on the contrary. May we 'not 
tear, that fome, who a year {tnce 
dared notliye a day in the negle& 
of Cloſet and family Devotion, 
do-now-omit tt, for many: Days 
and weeks together ? And that 
ſome, who once were careful to 
improve. the whole-Sabbath' to - 
religious purpoſes , © now 'place 
the whole of their Religionin at- 
tending the- publick - worſhip, 
and think it enough, not for that \ 
Day on!v,but for the whole week. * 
Under-the afthcung hakd of God, 
er.2 fome--apptehenſions of an 
—_ pro- 
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/ 

' proaching change , or ſens of 
 Guiit upon Great 'Tranſgrel\- 
ſions, the convictions of {in are 
lively, Conſcience is ſenſible and 
awake , aftections warm, Reſo- 
lutions ſtrong , &c. bur alas! how 
ſoon doth the caſe alter! our Spi- 
rits cool, our zeal abates, our 
good Purpoles untwilt and dye, 
and come to nothing. By degrees 
we return to Folly , and boldly 
venture on that ſin, we lately 
trembled at. Thro the'want of 
continued {mart affliftions, or of 
a ſerious awakening Miniſtry, and 
friendly faithfull admonition : 
or thro the Temptations of yaine 
Company, and the remaining 
power of fleſhly Luſts. So that 
we falſihe our moſt ſacred Promi- 
. ſes and Reſolutions, violate our 
holy yows, cancell the bonds of 
Godupon us, ſufter the Devil to 
reenter and preyail again, to take 


poſſeſſion of our hearts, and 
B2 . yes 
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yeild our {elys an eaſy prey to his 
Temptations, till our latter end 
beworlſe then our Beginning. Oh 
what a change doth one year let 
us ſee! in Perions as well as things! 
in our ſelvs as well as other Men! 
And as it is with Man himſelf, ſo 
with every thing that be values 
himſelf upon, or for which he is 


eſteemed by others: and even this 


= 
| 


—_ — 


eſteem and Reputation ts alſo * 


changeable and uncertaine. Not 
to1 cc in Riches, but in what 
15snobler, Learning, and the Im- 


provements of the mind by ſtu- : 


dy; how ſoon may the violence 


of a Diſeas diſturb or ſtupifie the. | | 


Braine to that degree , as {hall 
reduce the greateſt ſcholar to 
the Pittied condition of a Fool, 
or Bedlam? and whereis his Re- 
putation and Renown, in ſuch a 
caſe ? But much leſs then that, will 
blaſt the faireſt Reputation, with 
the far greateſt part of the world: 

it 
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it may be loſt by unwary miſtakes, 


| by falſs reports, by envy andma- 


lice, by the ſubtle hatred of 
Enemies , or by the weakneſs 
and credulity of Friends, (who 
will liſten to every Backbiters 
ſtory) or by one or two indiſcre- 
tions of the man himſelf; and no 
man can be certaine to ſecure his 


. Reputation, while he lives : much 
',- Teſsafter he is dead. People will 


talk of us as they pleaſe: and their 


Opinions yery often change from 
.- oneextreme to the other. Buthe 
. who hath the loudeſt Fame ſhall 
_ only be talkt of a little longer 


then his Neighbors: and that by 
a few dying Men, that muſt them- 
ſelys be ere long forgotten. And 
how ſmall a part of the Inhabited 


. world, is acquainted ſo much as 


with the name of the greateſt 
menin Europe? and how diffe- 
rent and Contrary are mens Opt- 
nions and Diſcourſes of them , 

B 3 where 
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where they are known, and talkt 
of. And how many holy excel- 
lent perſons are buried in abli- 
vion, or mis-repreſented as un- 
worthy to live on earth , whoſe 
names will be found in the book 
of Life. Our Life is yet as mu- 
table and uncertaine as any of 
thes. Our Breath is in our noſtrils, 
and tho therebe room cnough for 
1t to goc out, we have no aflurance 
that we ſhall haye power to draw it 
1D againe. 


fIF. 


Of the uncertainty of Living to 
the Period of another Year. The 
wanityof this Life: the ſwift- 
neſs of Time , and how to be 1m- 
proved. 


Now begin. another year : 

+ but what Afſurance have I to 
out liye it? Icannotſay how ſoon 
my 

= 
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Ike my Soveraign Judge may- call 


el- 
Yo 
nN- 


ole | 


ok ; 


1U- 


ls, 
OC 
Ce 


7 it 
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# me hence, and ſummon me to 
; appear before his Righteous Bar. 
O 


let me not defer my neceſſary 
preparations for Death , which 
may be nearer then Limagine !let 
me. mind the Great things firit, 
which are of abſolute neceſhity, 


to be done, ſometime or other 


before I dye | This periſhing; 


* Body which I have pamperd and 


indulged , at the expence of ſo: 
much coſt and Time , may be pu, 
trifying in aſfilent Grave, before 
half this year be paſt. Lord!bleſs, 


- this hs, on to awaken my dilt- 


gent endeayours to- ſecure the- 
Blefledneſs of Eternity 7 to mor- 
ufic the defire of Great things; 
for my ſelf, in future years; by 
the conſidered polibilicy of: 
dying before the end of this! For! 
no glaſs is more brittle ,. no Bub-, 
ble more vanithing ,no Ice more 
diſlolying ,. no Flower more fa-' 
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ding , no ſhadow leſs ſubRantial, 
no {kep or dream more decci- 
ving, nofound more Tranfſtent, 
nothing more yaine, and more 


. 
| 
% 
«+ 
6 


uncertaine then Zife, on which | 


4 


all other things in this world de- 


end. We every night in 
as outer chambers of Death : 
and in ſome diſcaſes, ſleeps, which 
is the image and picture of death 
is taken away , to give place to 
the Original, and make way for 
death. And every ou every 
week, everyday are haſtening to. 
our final change: which may ovyer- 
take us ere we are aware, Eyery 


word wefpeak, is formed of that 


Breath whereby we hve; and we 
may not live to pronounce ano=- 
ther ſentence: but the lamp of life 
be extinguiſhtand blown out by a 
ſudden blaſt. Every thing we do 
carries away ſome fands of. our 
little Glaſs of Time ; and how 
little may remaine ? Or how ſoon 

| nay 
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- 


a, 
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1 
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> 


' 


may the Glaſs be broke? our 


ſouls are in our bodies , as alittle 


2 air incloſed in a thin bubble: 


how eaſily is that broken, and 


where are we 2 How many who 


* arenowa live,in health and vigor, 


who-deliberate on their meat and 
drink, and are curious of air 


= andexercize, to maintaine them- 
{ ſelvsin health, and pleas them- 
, ſelvs with the dream of years to 
come, ſhall neyer ſee another 
- New-years day ? it may be not 
' another moneth, or week, or 
 morrow ? When I lye down to. 


fleep, I hope to riſe ſtronger, and 
freſher, and fitter for work , but I 


+ knowwith all, 1 may riſe no more. 


% 
0 


And may not my name be on the 
Roll of thoſe who ſhall next be 
called, at leaſt ſome time this 

ear? Letme notthen negletor 
fooliſhly delay my Principal Bu- 
finceſs; to provide againſt a chan- 
Be 2 which 15 incyitable, but the 
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time of it altogether doubtfull. 
Qught not my Ecft and chicfeſt 


carc be imployed tro make my. 


Peace with God. ( He alone can 
be my Happineſs : to his final 
Jadgment I am haſtening, : His 
Favor alone can give me ſupport 
and Joy ina dying hour: lo his 


mercy I inuſt trult, when Lleave 


this world, and can have no.ad- 


vantage more-by any thing 1n.it:) 


that he may mercifully receive 


my ſoul at Death and be my evyer-. 


Laiting Portion. Do I know my 
Life 1s thus vaine and tranſ\icnt ? 
and ſhall I not ſeriouſly improve 
izto ſuch a Purpoſe? Shall thes 
thoughts leave no Impreſſion u- 


pon me ? Dol breath continually 


in this Element of vanity ? and 
yet forget where I am? and re- 


maine inſenfible of ſo near 2 
change ? Shall thes thoughts 


paſs away as a vaniſhing Cloud, 


and diftill no foitening drops on 
my 
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my ſoul ? Shall the Image of 
Death , which. meets me eyery 
where, be only like an appearing 
Ghoſt or Phantaſm , that itartles 
and ſcares a little , but is preſently 
gone, andno.more conſidered? 
Oh ! let me now remember to 
make God my friend, andſecure 
an intreſt in his Eternal mercy,, 
while the Day laſts; yea while my 
Reaſon and. underſtanding are 
free, and not diſturbed and clou- 


.ded by Fear and paine, and the 


diſorders of the Body, as com- 
monly they are in ſicknels, if God 
ſhould vouchſafe me that warn- 
ing - which yet I may not pro- 
miſe my ſelf to haye, tor I may be 
cut oft by a ſudden ſtroke, bel 


the end of this year, I now begin. 
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EY: 


Of the ſeeming Difference , be- 
tween ſo many Years Paſt, and 
the ſame number of Tears to 
come. | 


Hen I look back on the 
preceding ycarsof my Life, 
how eaſily can I graſp them all 
at once? theyare even as Yeſter- 
day when *tis paſt. But fo many. 
years to come hath ſomething 
| and vaſt, which fils my 

oughts , and affe&ts my mind, 


after another manner. Such is . 


the difference between paſt In- 
joyments , and the Expectation of 
future. Let me ſuppoſe the ſame 
term and duration of Years, and. 
as how diſſcrent are my Appre- 

enſions of what is paſt, and of 
what is yetto come!. Things paſt 
by a remembrance of ſome re- 
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markable paſſages when they. 
happened ,' ſeem to be preſent 
with me : but not knowing what 
may happenin the ſame number 
of years to come ,. Lhaye nothing 
wheron-to fix my thoughts. Or 
the reaſon of this difterence may 


; ratherbe, thatmenin this dege- 


nerate and neceſlitous Stare ,; 
(with unſatisfied defires reaching 
after Happines, and ſenſtble no- 
thing preſent can afford.it, and. 
knowing by Experience that no- 


thing paſt could have done it, ) 


# are cagerly deſirous of Felicity, 


and becanſe we know not bur 
what 1s to come may procureit,. 
we hope itwill; which makes$the_. 
Time ſeem long by reaſon of our- 
Expecation and deſire of Good. 
Wheras the foreſight of Evll,, 
and the ExpeRation of thar,fome- 
years hence , makes the Time: 
rather ſeem ſhort. and near at 
hand: So. many years to come ;; 
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in the Expectation. and deſire of 
Good, are long and tedious , 
ſuch Hope deferred makes the 
Heart ſick; even tho ris of that, 
ſortas mult needs fail our Expec- 
tations. Prepare me, Lord!. for 
what thine unerring Counſell 
{hall pleas to order, as to the re- 
mainder of my time on earth: and. 
ſuffer me not to count upon a 
great nuinber of Years to come,, 
tince this. for ought I know may 
be my lait ; neither let me expe ct 
Reſt ana Happineſs in this world, 
which nothing Temporal can af- 
ford. This is not the ſtate or ſea- 
fon, wherein, by any promiſe of 
God, I am encouraged to hope it. 
Andit fifty or threeſcore years to 
come, be thought ſo great a.mat- 
ter,. and really is ſo , as to. our 
ſtay on carth ; Oh what apprehen-. 
{110ns ought I to admit concern- 
ing an endleſs, Everlaſtiag 
State { eſpecially being as cer- 
| | taine 
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of taine of the latter, after death, as 
'P I am uncertaine about the former; 
3 wither ſo many years be yetto co- 
it, 7 me before my death? | 


Ef * 


Ko 
| —_ 


The little Portion -of our Time on 
Earth conſidered , by a. Compu- 
tation of the Life of man, from 
the number of Tears and Hours. 


Ru 


Ay Þ 


*T Hink o my foul {how ſhort is 
| that Lite at longeſt, made 
+ upof years and moneths and days: 
! ſuchlittle parts, and yetinnum- 
| ber few. Well therefore mayit be 
expreſt as I find in holy writt by 
years of number.. Thatis, ſuch as | 
* may ſoon be numbred. When a 6... 2>.. ; 
- | few years are come, faith Fob Exch. * 
. + Cor the years of number , as into 7/i.19,. 
+ the original,) I ſhall go the 14} 
} way, whence [I ſhall not return. "3 
4 By the years of on Hirgling , which 3 
F | were 
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were not aboye three. 16. 1ſ. 14. 
We uſually compute Fhreeſcore 


and ten years, tothe Life of man: 


let me ſuppoſe four ſcore. The 
Bed with moſt imploys one half: 
and hardly one 17 Thirty doth 


reach the Age of Seventy Years.. 


And they who live to ſuch an 
Age, doyetcomplaine how. ſoon 
*tis done. Ignorant child hood, 
and Heedleſs Youth, and Infirm 
old Age may be ſuppoſed to take 
up be a third part of that Time. In 
either of them very little of the- 
greatEnds of Life are anſwered. 
We ordinarily begin to reck- 
on our. lives from our Birth {:. 
wheras for a good while after we- 
know not wither we are alive or 
no, butare beholding to. others. 
to make the account for us.. 
When we firſt come to the ſteady: 
uſe of Reaſon.,. or what we call 
the years of Diſcretion ; how 


fewarethere but from the preju- 


dices- 


——_—— — a 
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_ { dices of Education , from the cor- 
1. | ruption of Humane Natare, from 
hs | the want of Experience, from 
f. the InfeQtion of bad Compa- 
+ | ny, how few, 1 fay, but ſpend 
©  ; their younger years in thoſe” 
, things , which afterwards they 
are aſhamed of, when Experience 
hath taught them the Wiſdom of 
, men. How greatapartofourre- 
| maining Time is taken up in the 
| neceſſites of Nature about food 
and Rayment , and in lawfull 
# cares, to ſupport the Body? and 
* how. much _ ene! = rm , In 
; pampering drefling and adorning 
| 4 ? 7a + the fog retnainder” 
\ how much is imploied in thecon- 
| cerns of aFamily, andnear Re- 
' lations , in particular Callings, 
in neceflary Civil Buſineſs, and 
P In getting , keeping, or impro- 
; ving an Eſtate ? Belides all the 
* Timethatisſpentin Recreations, 
; viſits, unprofitable diſconrs, im- 
= per- 
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pertinent thoughts ,. journeys, | 
!ickneſs, and innumerable other | 
occaſions, ſome allowable and | 
many necdleſs? After this, how 1 
little Tune remains, wherein to * 
Cultivate and 1mMPpLovye . our: 
minds, by Languages , Artsand 
Sciences, or the knowledg of a | 
Trade, &c: How little then after 
all, may we fay , is lefs for the | 
the matters of 'Religion:} for De- 
yotion-to God, and ſerious pre | 
paration for another. world!Alas! \ 
how ſmal number of years: make, 
up the Life of Man! and how 
ſmal a Portion of that, is im- # 
ployed about; the Principal Buſi- | 
"neſs ,. for which we:were born, 

& for which we live? Wedivide - 
Time 1nto Paſt ,. Preſent,, and * 
Future: but the Paſt is not now | 
ours; the Future is not yet, and. | 
the Preſent now is.paſt, ere the. | 
ſound be pronounced And yet | 
this is all the Time alloted us, | 


wherein 
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{ whercin to ſecure the Bleſſedneſs 
of- Eternity. How many Hours 


|} more of our little Time might be 


7 improved then commonly are by 
' the Beſt? In every year there are 
; eight thouſand ſeven hundred ſe- 
venty five Hours: if we allow 


| the greateſt half for ſleep, and ne- 


. ceflary attendance on the Body, 

and take bur four thouſand Hours 
' forour work and buſineſs of con- 
ſequence : how poor an acount 
can moſt men give of all thes 
four thouſand Hours, in every 
year? notone hour in ſever, not 
one'in ten, is ordinarily devoted 
to God, 'and the purpoles of Re- 
ligion. _ Should it not. .affectus, 
ſeriouſly to conſider this ? eſpe- 
cially if we remember , at what 
an uncertainty. we are, how ſmal 
anumberof Days and Hours do 
yet . remaine. This year, this 
4% moneth, this week, this day, or 
# hour may be my laſt. © What an 
W.- -+ - 7 ul 


44  Devont Reflexions 


unſuſpected accident or a fudden | 
diſeas may doe, I know not: but 
this I know that there is ſcarce * 
any thing that hath not killed J 
fome Body ; an hair, a feather, a 
vapor, a fads hath done it, and | 
when the Apoſtle James asks the 
queſtion, What is your Life* he | 
anſwers, It is even a vapor, that * 
#ppeareth a little while, and then \ 
vaniſheth away. 


VI. 


Of the Redemption of Time, how 

precious and valuable a Trea- | 
 furent 15, and will be thought | 
- ' tobe, when” tis too late. 


T S the Life of men ſo ſhort and ? 

flecting, our days on Earth fo ,. 
few, and {o uncertaine , how g 
careful ſhould I be to manage * 
every hour ? indeyoring to þ 


match the ſwiltneſs of Time by i 


. 
k 
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y celerity and diligence toim- 
Eprove it ! As there 1s no Coye- 
CE Fnantto be made with Death; fo 
{no Agreement for the arrci{t and 
 Iſtay of Time ; it Keeps its pace 
| wither I redeem and ule it well or. 
| Jnoe. The greateſt part. of our 
life is deſignedly imploied to ay- 
7 oid death, we eat and drink and 
{leepand labor and reſt, thatwe 
; may notdye ; and yeteven by thes 
; we Lakin to death. Every Breath, 
cvery puls, eyery word lcaus one 
leſs d the number which God 
hath apointed me, and catries 
away ſome ſands of the glaſs of 
: Time; and yet how little care is 
taken toimploy itwell. We lſel- 
| dom yalue it, till we can no lon- 
'ger uſe it to any advantage : and 
ſo - tho we know itcan neither be re- 
W "tardedinits motion, or recalled 
5© jwhenpaſt, yetof nothingare we 
my |more Prodigal. Yea how many 
by '}complainec of itasa Burden; and 
of | ' know 
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know not what to do with their 
Time, are excedingly at a loſſe /* 
wherein to imploy it ; what to doe 
to be rid of it, But alas! how, f., 
near is that change, when they F_ 
ſhall think nothing too dear to 
purchaſe ſome few grains of that 
{and, which now ſeem too many, | 
while they are paſling thro their 
Hourglaſs? Did we conſider itas < 
we ought, we {ſhould not foo- 
lithly , Bd away ſo much of it þ 
in trifles, and things Impertinent, | 
or whatis worſe? How much more 
might we redeem then com- 
monly we doe ! to how much 
better purpoſe might we hus-- 
band it! how much more work 
might we doe , were we never 
Idle, or did not loyter! we might 
walk far, did we not often ſtand 
ſill, or goe outof our way. We | 
ſee it plainly by the great and ex- 
cellent effects of ſome few mens 
Induſtry in eycry Age. Arthath | 
nn found 
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found means to ſet ſpies and 


that He cannot look out, but 
they take hold of his ſhadow, 

and force it to tell how far he is 
gone that day: : and yet while We 
are CUrious 1n waking time give 
-a juſt account of itſelf to us; how 
little do we conſider the account 


thortly give to God: Oh that ſuch 


| of our Time which we - muſt 
1 a thought might effeQually per= 
| 


fuade me to redetim' it! thatI may 
not tarry tHlthe end of Time to 
know the worth of t it, Let me not 


anderyalue it, while tis gLVED me 
tobe uſed, that] may not cter-. 
| nallytegret my folly, when Time Y 


| ſhall be no more, 
V1 I. 


Of the Ordinances of Heauen, 
+ Day and Night, Summer and 

Winter, S ced Time and Har- 
veſt, 


watches as it were -on the Sun; 
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weft, their order and ſucceſſion q 
. eftabliſhr by God , 4s the effe# * 
of Infiuite Wiſdom and Good= | 


neſs . What they may teach us. 
| Hen I conſider the Begin+ 


bs 80g ofanotþer year Ican .| 


hardly ayoid.refleQing on its fe- 
yeral parts, ſummer and winter, 
{pring and fall, and day and 
night, and their alternate Turns. 
This calls. me to obſerve and ad- 
mire his Eternal power and God- 


head, Wiſdom and Truth, who | 
is the Great Author of this admi- F_ 


rable varicty. Who hath fixed 
the Earth with his Foot , and 
hangediton nothing. and ſetled 
the Luminaries of Heaven for 
Excellent Ends: The Su te rule 
7 day, and the Moon by night, 
erby to diſtinguith Times and 
Seaſons, to ſeparate Day and 
_ Winter and Summer , 
conſult the convenience and 
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l coin. ful of Man. and Beaſt by 
: their doc ſucccfhon.  The' Day is 
thine, the Night alſo is thines 


thou makeſt Summer and Winter. 
How wonderfull is their order, 
Beauty and conſtant cours! that 
when the ſun withdraws , and the: 
ſhadows of the Evening cover the 
Earth with darkneſs., to conclude 
the Day ; the Moon and Stars ſup- 
ply the place of the abſent Sun 
during the 1Vzght: and thattho 


| nr differ in length, yet gradually 
F 


leſlen till they are both equall 
at the years end, and have made 
the ſame circuit. How excellent 
2 work of God. is that quick ſuc- 
ceſſion to one another. The fup- 
poſition of a perpetual night, is" 


a diſmal gloomy thought, OQ 


what will the Everlaſting Dark- 
neſs of the Infernal priſon be! 
The Sun by day inlightens the 
Earth,,: directs our motion, gui- 


| des @ur way, governs our Tra- 


yall 
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vall,. aſhits converſation , awa- 
kers Indufiry, warms the Earth 
and Air, cives life, and vigor, 
ang truittuineſs to all things un- 
der the Sun, and makes the whole 
Inferior Creation to rejoice. An 
Emblem of God's uniyerſal 
Goodneſs, who is kind to all his 


creatures. How admirable is its- 


Luſtre! how glorious is its Light! 
low loudly doth it proclaim his 
power ang wiidom! who made 
this, and the other Lights of 
Heaven , by his powerfulword, 
and preſetns them hitherto by his 
daily Proyidence. If God be now 


ſo glorious, contemplated in 
his works, conſidered in the” 


luſtre of the created fun, viewed 
ply tiro the windows of ſens ; 
ow much more-glorious will he 


appear hereafter , when we ſhall 


{ce him face roface, and nothing 
interpoſe betwixt us and his in- 


comparable Light? If mine Eyes 


darle 
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daric to look upon the meridian 


' Sun, in what 1nacceilible Light 


muſt he dwell, who is the Father 
of Lights* If this Jower world, 
the common receptacle of. his 
Friends and Encmies , have 
ſo much of his Glory vouchſafed 
them by the Heavenly Bodies; 
O what a place will Heaven be, 
where ſhall be no Sun or 
1o0n nor need of any, but the 


| Glory of God ſhall lighten t » 


and the Lamb be the Light 
therof. While I thus conſider 
the Sun and the Day, 1 muſt 


- NOt think the Night 1s ulc 


teſs : which diſcovers another 
xrtof the Heavens, nowdiſcer- 
nible by Day, viz the Stars and 


Planets, refreſhing the Earth, 
cooling the air, giving neceſſary 


reſt to the Creatures, 8c. their 
order, motions, aſpedts, op- 
poſitious , influences , are all 


, uſefull, and Inſtructiye. The 


C-2 , agre- 
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agrcable mixture of *'Light and 
Darkneſs, the regular ſucceſſion 
of Day and Night within a few 
hours , are exceeding wonder- 
full, and adyantagious. In other 
parts of the world , where the Sun 
beams are more direct and its 
he at exceſſive, God hath made 
amends by the length of the mghr, 
(under the Equinoctial line 1t is | 
allways 12 hours) and in the 
more northern parts, where the 
Influence of the Sun 1s weaker, 
the days are proportionably lon- . 
ger. So good is God. to. all his 
Creatures , in all parts of the 
world! As the morning andeve- 
ning ag{wer to the day of 24. 
hours, ſo doth Spring and Au- 
tumn to the 12 moneths of. the 
year : that we may. riot. paſs im- 
mediately from one extreme to 
another ; but gradually. be diſ- 
oled for ſo greatachange ,as is 

| 66 and winter, be- 
| tween 
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tween winter and ſummer. So 
mercitull and gracious, and 12- 
finitcly wife is' God in all his 
works! ſo that we cannot ay, 
one part of the year 1s more ne- 
ceſlary then another. The winter 
is as uſefull for the good ofthe 
naiverſe, as the ſummer : .im this 
we arc {upplicd with what 1s ne-- 
ceflary to maintaine us in that, 
and the admirable fituation of 
the Sun , (moſt probably) m 
the center of the world, ſeems 
much to contribute to it. If it 
had been at a farther -diſtance 
from us, our carth would have 
been in a manner deſolate; be- 
cauſe the influence of the ſan 
could not-have been :confideras 
ble: and if it had been nearer, 
the ſtars above would have want- 
ed Light, and this Earth in under 
been burnt up. The Excellent or- 
der which it hath now obeyed for 
aboye ſix thouſand years, is alſo- 
C 3 -© aw 
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wonderfull. The ſun never ſtood 
{tili but once, and thatby a mi- 
racle. tho much inferior to:thar 
of its daily Progreſs. What a 
ſubje&t is here to admire the 
Power , goodneſs, Wiſdom, and 
Faithfulneſs of God ? Lord! what 
is man! for whom then doſt all 


. this? and becauſe I find every 


year that the Day dies into night, 
the ſummer into winter, and 
herbs and plants loſe their |beau- 
ty and verdure, and ſhed their 
bloſſoms ; may I not hence learn 
to conſider and prepare for my 
own approaching Change? In 
proſperity, health, andeaſe, and 


life, to expect, and make provi- 


fon fortrouble; 1ickneſs, paine, 


and Death? asevery wiſe manin 
ſummer would do for winter ; and 
work with all my might, awhile it 


#5 called to day, while the Light 


continues, becauſe the night of 


darkneſs isat hand, when none - 


can work. ; > Of 


- ip 


rs wt 9 


"gg" TIC _ ETP ld doo yy, 


LO TOY nn 


On Time and Eternity. 55 


VIII. 


Of Ewvills to be Expefed in this 


Year the wiſdom and mercy of 
God, in concealing from us the 
knowledg of Future Events. 


| N Ot only few, and uncertaine, 


but Evill likewiſe are- the 


days of the years of my Life, may 


every one ſay, with the Patriarch 


Facob. A iufficient portion of 
evil for eyery year may well be. 
expected, when our Lord tells us, 


| there is a certaine meaſure allo- 
ted for every day. Sufficient to the 


day is the evil of it. Notonlyis 
our Life ſhart, but troubleſome, 
full of vexatious mixtures. - We 
can not {ing a Requiem to our 
ſouls, when one Great Calamity 
is paſt ; for we know not, inthis 
Region of Changes, but ano- 
ther ,, a greater, may be athand. 
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one meſſenger of ill news may \\ 
incceed and out doe another, as * 


it was with Fob. We come weep- 
into the world in a moſt help- 


leſs forloen ſtate: and if we eſcape | 


the dangers of Infancy; and the 


NS 


Os Wig 


caſualties of childhood ; and after -. 


that, outlive the ſnares & follies 
of youth; we are toſt upon the 
Pikes of Time and Chance, and 
{aaden and diſquiet our ſelys with 
a thouſand griefs and ſorrows , by 
mevitable and unexpe&ed oc- 
calions, tho we increas the num- 
ber of needleſs Cares and Fears, 
and diſcontents; till at —_ a 


Tadden ſtroke arrefts us, we tetch 


a groan, and dye, Wano cn give 
a Catalogue of the Afflictions 
and Calamities, Perplexities and 
Disapointmeants , incumbrances, 
croſſes , and Evill accidents 


of Humane Life 2? Dy means - 


whereof millions are diſconſolate 
and {ad , mournand complaine, 
weep 


n_ 


3 weep and ſigh, and from day to 
$day are fed with the Bread of Af- 
: flition , and the water of Adver- 
| fity. Not to mention mens fluc- 
/ tuating reſtleſs thoughts of 
| Heart, importunate, deſires, bat- 
© ledprojects, defeated Purpoſes, 
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which {uppole or bring vexation. 


: A good ſhare of thelc is not to be 


auoided; and yet yery few can be: 
particularly tore ſcen. who could. 
prognoſticate a year agoe the 


\ Evills which have happencd ſince? 
- publickandpriyate, perſonal and 
- relative, to the Countries, Cit- 


ties, Families, and perſons we 
are concerned for? and whocan 


{ certainly foretell the Events'of 
* this inſueing year? God hathin- 


termixt Good and Eyvill-in the 


k. Life of Man: he hath ſet Proſpe- 
| rity againſt Adverfity, ſaith $o- 


lomon, to the cnd, that man 
ſhould find nothing after him.. 
7. Eccleſe 14. that he may not. 

C5 know. 
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know what ſhall come next, wither 


a Proſperous or a Calamitors 
Event. What a change may be 
made ina year by the mecr Ca- 
{ualty of humane Events? by the 
Treachery of friends, or the ma- 


lice of Encmics, or the more im-. 


mediate hand of God ? W'e. know 
not what ſhall ke on the morrow, 
much leſs what a twelye moneth 
may produce. Becauſe what ever 
may be diſpoſed to happen, from 
natural cauſes, or Civil counſels, 
may be altered by a perticular 
decree of Providence.Prepare me 
Lord !andevery of thoſe in whoſe 
Felicity I more eſpecially take 


part, for all the Calamities and 
Sorrows, thine Infinite Wiſdom - 


ſhall think fieto exercize us with, 
this following year : and by thy 
mercifull Proyidence, -and gra- 
cious Conduct, cauſe them to 
work forGood Furniſhing us with 


fuitable ſtrength and wiſdom, 


: 8) 
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to acquieſce in thy good pleaſure, 
and obey they Will. I thank thee, 
O PFrevenly Father ! that thou 
haſt reſeryed the knowledg 'of 
future Times and Seaſons tu thy 
{ſelſ; and hid Events from men. 
Leaſt by confidering them cer- 
taine, we ſhould preſume in caſe 
. theyare Good; or ſhould deſpair 

' ingly afflict our ſelves, by forc- 
ſecing the Evill we know to be 
incvitable. Did we certainly fore 
know the Good that would befall 
us, we ſhould not Truſt in thee 
to bring it to paſs, or heartily 
implore thy Care and conduct. 
Did we forſee the Evills we ſhall 
ſuffer, before they overtake us, 
we ſhould be overwhelmed with 
diftidence and Deſpair. Many a 
Mother who rejoiceth at the Rirth 
of a ſon, would mourn to foreſee 
what a man, what a Son he will 
prove.Such an increas of kyowledg 
would increas our ſorrow ſuch a 
8:  _ 
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Preſcience would tranſport and 
diicompole us, by unſcaſonable 
Joys and Sorrows, born out of 
Time, make us Remils in our 
Duty to thee, and weaken our 


Dependance on thine unerring 
Wiidom, Truth, and Power. 


y w——— OY Ee 1 —— 
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I X. 


The Suppoſition of dying this Year, 
ſhould be improved : the conſe- 
quence of redeeming time, and 

P——_ for Eternity farther 


Dreſs. Nath of Elder per- 


from the Example of Children. 
*Tes adviſeable to familiarize 
the thoughts of Death, and to 
2magine "before hand ha ap- 


prebenfs tons of things we ſhall 
4 hen hat VE. 


T He longeſt Life is buta day 
multiplied : and who -canr 
cer- 


fons 15 -3 ine and checkt 
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certifie or aſſure me , which 


will be my {aft 5 He only who was. 
God as wellas man, could ſay, 
Aline Hour is not yet come. Is all 
my Life given me to reſolue this 
Queſtion? Whither I ſhall be in 
Heaven or Hell for ever © And 
have I any time to loſe, and 
{quander away,, as ſuperfluous ? 
baye Iany more then needs?” Tis 
no impoſlible or unreaſonable 
{uppoſition to make, that 7 may 
dye this year. Let me admit that 
thought, and imagine myſelf on 
a bed of ſickneſs , wearied with 
aine, and ready to leave this. 
world : the Phyſitians gone ;defſ- 
pairing of my recovery : my 
friends about me weeping: and 
all things in a dolefulmelancholy 
zofture , ſuited to ſuch a ſtate : 
feeling within my ſ{clf the preia-- 
ges of Death: expecting the fi- 
nal ſtroke, in an hour or two 
more.- What is ther the yaluc of 
2 C7 . 
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ſenſual Pleaſures, can I then relih 
or ſayor them? what then 1s Ho- 
nour tome, who ſhall never goe 
abroad more to receive it , till 
carried to my grave? will it ther 
comfort me to have lived in Re- 
patation, and Applauſe, if my 
Heart was not humble under it, 


and the Honour of God promo- 


ted by it? can Riches and a great 
eſtate ſupport me, when lam juſt 
packing up for a removal to the 
other world ? in that hour 
will it be any ſatisfaction, to have 
made a ſtir and noiſe for a few 
years upon Earth, to betalkt of 


for .a while longer then other 


men?are thes the things my dying 
thoughts will be moſt concerned 
to reflect on ? Thes dignities 
pleaſures and poſſeſſions offerd 
to a dying man, would rather 
opraid then tempt himzthey come 
too late , as a Princes pardon 
to a man whoſe headis oft. Dye 
I muſt, 


g_ 


x 
F 
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I muſt , and appear before m 
Judge , to anfwer for all that I 
have received and done in the 
body. Fool that I was , (ſhall I 
then too juſtly ſay to my ſelf,) 
not to have conſidered this, much 
ſooner! not to have provided for 
it at a better rate! my ins ſtare 
me in the face, my conſcience 
tells me I am not ready for ſuch 
a Trial: I have lived a ſtranger 
to ſuch thoughts as now I cannot 
refuſe, and which ſhould have 


been admitted iooner. But if to 


3 {ach a ſtate any hope of mercy 


may be granted, (tho it.be un- 


-'F ſpeakably little,) yet 1 cannot 


romilſe my ſelf any fuch warning 


*- byſickneſs. The ſleeping virgins 


were calledat A7:dnighrt, and 1o 
may I. where can I pitch myTents 
on Earth to be ſecure againſt a 
ſudden remove? Lord ! make 
thes thoughts eftetual to prevent 


. myloſs of precious Time, which 


at 
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atſuch a ſeaſon, will be eſteemed 
precious, tho now it be not. O 
how ſwift,,how ſhort, my Time of 
Trialin order to Eternity how 
difficult, how important-a work 
is it to prepare for an Everlaſting 
ſtate! whatis all this world, how 
little, how meer anothing, toa 


departing foul! and ſhall I after. 


ſuch reficxions,, continue to pur- 
ſuc ſhadows, and plcas my elf 
with empty dreams? when being 
io near my final Judgment, the 
common wiſdom of a man requi- 
res me to mind itin good earneſt ; 
and be more ſollicitous abour it 
then for any Thing Temporal} 
O in what manner will Death 
open mine eyes? by ſhutting the 
windows of ſens, how ſhall IL then 
ice the nothingneſs of what is but 


Temporal , and the reality of 


whatis Eternal! We ſometimes 


Jaugh to ſee the vanity of [irrle- 


Chilaren, who are greatly plca-. 
ied | 


2 
% 
© 
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ſed with painted toys, and bufily 
imployecd abont trifles. Itextorts | 
a ſmile to ſee them cager , and 

induſtrious , and mightily con-' 

cerned in their childiſh.ſports: to 
ſce them fight or weep for little - 
things which we deſpiſe : to ob- 

ſerve with what ſollicitude and 
care theyl raiſe a little fabrick 
which three moments after they 
themſelvs pull down , or would 
otherwiſe tumble of its own: ac= 
cord. We laugh at thes, but 
ſhou!d weep over our ſelvs, as 
the greater and Elder Fools: who 
are every whit as Silly, yea infi= 
nitely more fo: that conſidering. 
we know the frailty of our. preſent 
Life, and can look beyond the 
Graye to another world, ſhould 
yet mispend our precious Tune 
on- things which cannot profit; 
and pleas our ſelvs with what is ſo. 
unſuitable to our Age and State ; 
and ſuffer-our paſſions to work 
with 
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with violence , for a thing of | 
nought ; and our greateſt dili- } 


IL eden eons 
Sp: - WEI ; \ 


gence, care, and zeal to beex- |; 
_ crcized pn things impertinent | 


and vainge ; that are periſhing in 


in themſelys, and can contribute þ 
nothing to our Eternal wellfare. 


And is itnot thus with reference 
to all that men toyl and labor tor 
with the neglect of an immortal 
State ? 

The voluptuous Sadducce will 


not refuſe the preſent gratifica- 
-tion of his ſenſual appctite , bc- 
cauſe he is uncertaine of another 
day. Let us eat and drink for to 
morrow we dye. Should not the 
lame motivequicken my giligen- 
ce ina better work? and becauſe 
my Lord may come ſuddenly as 4 
thief in the night, immediatcly 
prepare ro meet him? Let me 
-now therefore, o my ſoul! look 
forward to the end of Life and 
Time! and ſolet me eſteem and 


ſeek, 


6 
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Of } ſeek, and choos, and do every 
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ti- } thing in the firſt place, which 
OX | then I ſhall wiſh Thad! Let medo 
ent } nothing now, which I verily be- 
iN | lieve I ſhall then be aſhamed, or 
ne þ ſorry to reflet on : that by think- 
re. 4 ing what a condition 1 ſhall then 
ce f with to have my ſoul in, I may 

| now provide myſelf, much bet- 


ter then I have done hitherto. 
That: while I am in the greateſt 
probability of living, I may ſup- 
_ my change to be near, and 
o not dare do any thing , but what 
I would or mightdo, it I were in 


| the preſent expectation of Death. 


To this end, let me goe downto 
the Potters houſe, deſcend tathe 
conſideration. of my mortality , 
and dwell among the Tombs: re- 


 membring the e£gyptians buift 


themſelvs better 'Tombes then 
Houſes, becauſe they were to 
dwell longer in them. Let every 


' nights repoſe ſerve me as a me- 


- mo=- 
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morial of my laſt {leep! and let 
my Bcd ſtand for the model gf 
my Coffin! Thus is the only way, 
to be dead to this worla, to be 
able tojudge of things now, as we 
ſhall do after death, according 
toimmutable Etcrnal T ruth. 


- I 


The Brevity of Life conſidered as 
whe fruit of fin. There are but 
three ways of leaving this 
wvorld , as Abel, Adam, or 
Enoch. A diligent improvement 

Y .. of Time farther preft : and the 
neglect of it bewauled. 


T He ſhorting of our Days is 
© the fruitof fin. Wedye be- 
cauſe we have{inned, and yetwe. 
ſhould notſin as now, if this were 
- Not forgot, that we muff dyc.,From 
the Firit Tramſgreſſion of Adam 
' _wederiye our death: and _ 
RR * - ore 
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fore ſome. of his Poſterity lived 
longer then he. Which proves 
thatthelengthning of onr Days 1s 
the peculiar Gittof God; and 
yet *tis {uch-a Gift as was more 
deſired formerly, then ſince the 
apearance of Chriſt; for we 
read of none in the New Teſta- 
ment, ſince Life and Immorta=- 
lity is bronght to Light by the 
Goſpel, who delired along con- 
tinuance here on carth. Were 
we delivered from in, the iting 
of Death, by having made our 
peace with Godin the Bloud of 
_ Jeſus, Death would not be fright- 
full, or put on ſuch a ghaſtly 

vizor, as to moſt it doth. But 
we are uncertaine of our Juſtifi- 
cation, we waver between hopes 
} and Fears as to our. Final Senten- 
ce; andare conicious to our ſelys 

- | -that we are not ready for our 
1. great Acount, This makes Death 
FA terrible, Conſidering with = 

| tnat 
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that 1t 15 inevitable : the way of 
all the Living. For tho the curs 
be removed, and the ſting be 
taken out by our H. Saviour; ſo 
that the Souls of Believers are 
ſafe, and ſhall not be toucht b 
the iecond Death: yet God beds 
not taken away the ſtroke of it 
from the Body: tho a Chriſtian 
1s aſlured of deliverance fzom 
Hell, he is not cxempted from ' 
the Grave, as his paſſage to Hea- | 
ven. | 
Prepare me, Lord! bythe free 
Remiſtion of all my tins, and 
make me mcet for the Blefied In- 
heritance, by ſanciifying grace ; 
and then thy Time is beſt; Tby 
Holy will be done. No matter 
then, wither my Death be w2olenr, 
or what we call Naturall. Itwill 
be one of the z2vo, tor I can't ex- 
pedt to be Tranſlated, by a mara- | 
culous change, as Holy Enoch 
was, and as they ſhall be, who 
| ſhall 
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: ſhall be found alive at the world, 
when our Glorious Judge ſhall 
' come ag1ine. There arc but thoſe 
three ways of leaving Earth : and 
\ the Three Firſt Men of whoſe de- 
parture we read in Scripture, are 
|| Inſtances of all Three. Abel of 
\ aviolent Death, Adam of ana- 
n | tural one, and Ernoc ofa Tranſla- 
n. | tion. The variety and order of 
n | their Departure, as one obſer- 
ves, is very admirable, and de- 
{ſerves tobe conlidered. For. all 
mankind mult follow one or other 
! of thoſe three Examples. Every 
man or woman, that is born into 
the world, mult leave it by one 
* of thoſe three ways, Either be 
cut oft by a violent Death , as 
Abel, the fr man who dyed: 
or dye a Natural Death, as Adam 
did, who was the ſeco/d:; or be 
# tranſlated, asEnoc, who was the 
© Thirdweread of | 
Bur tho I Know that within a' 
tew 


* vo | nd 
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few years at fartheſt I mult leave - 


this world by one or other of theſe 
ways ; tholI have been dying ever 
ſince I began to live; am Dead 
to the laſt year ,and to all the pre- 
ceding Portions of my Time ; and 
know withall , that what remains 
will quickly paſſe and be gone, 


after the ſame manner; yet how 


have I overloved this Body, as if j 


I ſhould never live out of it! and 
ſet my Heart and affections on 
this world , as it 1 ſhould never 
remove to another! and trifled 
away my precious Time and Life, 
as if a change would never 
come! 

That few do ſeriouſly admit 
ſuch thoughts is too evident, by 
the general cours and practiſe of 
their Lives. For to what hazards 
do men cxpole themſelys? what 


| pains will they take ? what Incon- 


veniencies will they bear ? with 


' whatunwearied Induſtry will they 


toyl 


y * 
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+ toyl and labour, to get a little 
- money, or honour in this world, 
| to they know not but they may be 
' called out of it, before the end 


of this year? And yet the ſame 
perſons are remiſle and f{lothfull 


| about a future Life ; negligent 


and unconcerned about an Eter- 


+ nal ſtate; careleſs and indiffcrent, 
, yea ſottiſhly ſtupid , about the 
: wellfare of their Immortal Souls. 
+ Henceforward, o my Soul! what , 


> ; Þ 6. nts — 


ever others do, letme reſolue to 


| live inthe expectation, of 4 chars 
. Fe, which I know is certaine, and - 


may be very near. 


X I. 


| Of the Expettation of Another 


Life. Thevanity and miſery of 
man 7 his B eft E ;jlate y Febevw 

' benone. The ſatisfattory remo- 
val of that ſuppoſition by the 
thoughts of God ,, and of Eter- 
D nal 


andoyercome us :- how bulte- we | 
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nal Felicity in his Bleſſed Pre- © 


ſence. | 


Et me retire a little, o my | 

Soul! and bethink my ſelf, | 
what a world this is : what men. 
delign.and ſeek, and do and fut- 
fer : with what falſe and feigned 
Joys they are pleaſed, being only | 
happy by compariſon : and with |, 
what real ſorrows then are afflic- | 
ted: whatinnumerable diſapoint- ' 
ments, ſickneſles, (and as trou- , 
bleſome -remedies , ) dangers, 


Ly 


1#bors, pains, andcalamities of 


all ſorts ; multitudes groan un- | 
der, and lodely complaine of: | 
and what little-unworthy ends are * 
purſued by all that do not ſerious- 
ly ieek Eternal Reſt? and how 


 okenFuſtrated ? and withal con- 


{1der the cares that diſguiet us, 
the errors that deceive us, the} 
many Temptations that aflault, 


are . 


{ 
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! areaboutyanitics, how often de- 


jeed; and melancholy for the 
breaking of a bubble, how eager 
and induſtrious to purſue a ſha- 
dow ; active and in earneſt to de- 
ſtroy our ſelvs, and one another ; 
and then reflect on the malice, 
and cruelty, the falthineſs, and 
impicty, and great .corruption , 


Which abounds every where ; 


whereby God is diſhonored and 
provok'tto anger. After this what 
a Theater of T ragedies, mult this 


i world appear? what an Hoſpital 
of ſick, and diſeaſed, or rather 


diſtracted: Perſons? How ſhould 
I be temptedto ſay,. Lord. why 
haſt thou made all men in vaine*© 
If I could not look from this {ea 
of troubles, to the Haven of 
Reſt: from this dark Priſon, to 
the Region of Liglit: from this 
deceitfull , troubleſome , and 
NS Earth , to a Bleſſed, 
Everlaiting Heaven. For verily, 
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if there be no world but this, 1 


every Mantn his Beſt eftate in this 
world, zs altogether vanity , Se- 
lah. 39. Pſ. 5. *Tis a cettaine 


undoubted Truth , the prefixed 
verily tells usſo; and that it de- ' 


lervestobe well conſidered, we 


learn from the concluding Selah, - 


Every man ts vanity. Not the In- 


ferior parts of the Creation only, . 


Burt az the Lord of all and Ewve- 
ry man, every Adam from him- 
ſelf, tothe laſt man that ſhall by 
ordinary generation deſcend 


LL OE nnd 


from him, Nor the Ienorant,poor | 


or wicked only, but all the Indivi- 
duals of this: Species. Young or 
old, ſtrong or weak, beautifull 
or-deformed, rich or poor , high 
orlow, goodorbad, in reſpect 
of the Body, and this prefent Life, 
every one is vanity; and this is 
true , ſuppoſe him in his Beſt 
Eſtate, not only in helpleſs In- 
fancy and childhood , or in de- 
- crepit 


It 
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crepit old age not only inpaine, 


, and poverty, and diſgrace, bur 
' in his moſtſetled, moſt flouriſhing, 
; moſtenvied, and admired condi- 


tion upon Earth, intHe midlt of 
ſtrength, and wit, and honour 
when at beſt,as to body,and mind, 
and outward Circumſtances ; 
when he looks faireſt, when he 
ſkines brighteſt; in the height of 
all his glory , with the greateſt 
likelyhood of a Continuance : yet. 
then he is but vanity. In his fra- 
me, in his temper , conſtitution, 
inclinations, actions and imploy- 
ment; he is a meer ſhadow, an 
empty mutable incopfiderable 
thing , and not-tebe acounted 
of. His Heart, his head, his 
imaginations , reaſonings , de- 
ſires, purpoſes , projects, hopes, 
and fears, are all vanity ;. and al- 
together vanity , 1n all the parts, 
and kinds, and particulars of it. 
He.not only may + » but hezs ſo, 
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in his beſt eſtate : if this world be 
his Beſt; Ifthis be oxr alt; and 
nothing more to be expected af- 
ter death. And how ſhould ſuch 
a Reflexion ſtrike me to the 
Keart , to ſuppoſe that after a 
few years are ended I muſt return 
to my firſt nothing, and my very 
#4. Mr. being be ſwallowed up of Eternal 


Ho T2245 Phe 


AR a: Death ! what ſatisfaction can I 


37.7.5 then take in any preſent Injoy- 
ments, if an eternal annihilation 
be at hand when F muſt bid adieu 
for ever to all thatI now poſſeſs? 
What dclight can I have in the 
ordinary comforts of Life, with 
this belief, that within a year or 
two, it may be to morrow, I 
ſhallſink into duſt, and exiſt no 
more ? What pleaſure in any 
thing with this diſmal expecta- 
tion? The more flouriſhing my 
condition in this world, the more 
ſhould I dread to loſe, if no- 
thing , better nothing at all , 

can 
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# can be _—_ after Death. 
x Some Philoſophes. have igno- 
# rantly urgedſuch a conſideration 
7 as an Antidote againſt the fear of 
! Death: but the admiſſion of it 
” may rather deprive a man of all 
the Comfort of Lite. What then 
is the advantage of a wiſe man 
7 above a Fool ? the exercize and 
; par mn" of our nobleit Fa- 
? culties would render us more mi- 
| ſerable then others, if nothing” 
be expected , and certaine, when 
this Life is oyer. Not only {en- 
ſual but Intellectual Pleaſures 
| would bediſturbed and deſtroied 
by ſuch Thoughts ; that very 
ſhortly, the next Year, or Day, L 
mult disappear ; andall my Injoy- 
ments. and Hopes be utterly and 
for eyerloſt , with my very Being. 
 Werethe caſe thus, (which ſuch 
Conſequences evyince itisnot,) it 
were better for moſt men they 
had never been born; wither 
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their condition here be Proſpe- 
rous, or Aﬀicted. For whart- 
Comfort or quiet can-any man 
have in Plenty and Proſperity, 
when this frightfnll apprehenfion 
of an approaching end is ever 
preſent ? and what conſolation 


canitycild a man who is afflicted 


and Calamitoxs, and yet loves 
his Life above all things; to think 
thathe ſhall notceas to be miſe- 
rable, but by ceaſing to be? And 
what is: become of all Religion, 
ifſuch a thought be entertained? 
all devotion to God is therby ex- 
tinguiſht, albthe reſtraints of vice 
removed, the floud gates of Im- 
piety, opened, the encourage- 
ments by | vertue, the rewards bf 
Holineſs, the foundation of- Pa- 
tiencein Tribularion, and ſuffe- 
ring for Righteouſneſs fake ; all 
at once taken away. Lord! con- 
firm my belief of the inviſible fu- 
ture ſtate of Rewards and Pu- 
niſb= 
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| niſhments! and Ict not Saddu- 


ceiſm and Infidelity damp my zeal 


! 1n thy ſervice,- or rob me of the 


comforts of this Life, which, if I 
have any ſolid ones, muſt hp. a 
the hopes of a. Better. Let others 


| therefore, o my Soul! who ex- 


þ. (gon not an Everlaſting Heaven: 


eyond the Grave,, place their. 


7 affections on Earthly things and. 


——_ 5 
FO" n A 
4 


mind thisworld,. asf there were 
no better, no.other. Let them who- 
doubt, or disbelieve the promiſed. 
rewards of Eternity , take up. 
with what they maſt ſhortly leave,, 
and labor for the Bread- that pe-_ 
riſheth. Burſince I-profeſs to be- 
lieve and ſeek. the Life Everlaſ-, 


ting; letme dayly intertaine my 


ſe!f with the hopes of it, and let 
all the flattering dreams of what 
1s deſireable: upon Earth , give 
place to nobler and better: 


Thoughts. Let me derive my: 
principal Joy, from 


D5 


the promiſe: 


andk: - 
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and expectation of that future fe- | 
licity, and indeavor nothing more- # 
then a meetneſs to pertake of it.. # 


O my God, my God: thouart my 
Life and Joy, and Portion; in 
thee, andin thytove,. all my de— 
ſires, and hopes. are anſwered, 
and all my wants ſupplied. How 
ever Evill this- world is made by 
ſin, yetthou art the infmmite and: 
ſupreme Good. How mutable ,. 
how uncertaine, how periſhing 


ſoever are all {ublunary things,. | 


yet thouartthe rock of Ages, the: 
fountaine of Everlaſting Life, 
and haſt apointed another world, 
and another Life, when this 1s 
ended, wherein thou wilt be better 
known, - and loved; and ſeryed, 
and honored, and communicate 
thy ſelf more abundantly then 


now, to thoſe the defire of whoſe. 


fouls is towards thee, that beHieve- 
and love thee , that partake of 
tainc image, and are deygted to. 


thy 


* 
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thy fear. The: aflurance of this 


3 and nothing els,, will anſwer the 
# objection of the prefent warty 
; and miſery wearefubject to. | 


XII. 


The conſideration of the Death of 
others ,. eſpecially of Relations, 
Friends , and Acquaintance,, 
how to be improved. What #n- 
ftruttions we may learn by the 

| froht of a Dead Carcaſs, or a* 
Deaths-head , and the uſual 
Motta on it : and. what by the 
Death of Holy Perſons , to quic- 
ken our deſires to be as they. 


"JT Ath divine Patience added 
one year more to the number. 

of my Days, when ſo many others- 
were removed by Death the laſt. 
year? Others, whoma few mo- 
neths fince I knew in vigorous 
health ; wiſer, ſtronger ,, mores 
D 6 lt- 
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likely to live, and to anſwer the | 


ends of Lite then me: ſome of } 


them, my near Relations, and: | 
uſefull Friends; in whoſe con- | 
yerſe I took delight, and promi- 
ſed my ſelf advantage by their 
Company and Exemples ; But. 
they are taken, and I.amleft. Thy. 
Holy will, o Lord! is done: 
and they, who were prepared, 
are infinite Gainers by this. my 
lois. Quicken my preparations. 
by following their piety, to meet 
them in thy Heavenly Kingdom.. 
Let thy long ſuffering lead.me to 
Repentance ; and.{uffer me not 
to {light thy warning by the death 
of others, to expe&t my own. 
Lord! cure myEarthlyminded- 
neſs, and practical unbeliet? and 
by all fach admonitions of thy 
Providence, teach me to poſleſs, 
2nduſe this world ; as knowing I 
rauit ſhortly leave it,. and letnot 
whe thoughts 'of my mortality 

WCAar 
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wear off, afloon asthe funeral of 
my Friends is over. 

Every year ſome or other of 
our Acquaintance drop into the 
Grave, we attend them thither, 
and lament, it:may be, fora few 
days. their departure and remo- 
val ; buticonfider:not,, thatothers. 
will ere long do the ſame for us; 
it-may before-thzs year is ended. 
Oh how-ſoon do we forget our 
deceaſed Friends, and. our ſelys, 
who are likewiſe dying ! and count. 
upon along life, which we can- 
not reaſonably expect! and. hug; 
- the injoyments.of this tranſitory: 
world, as if our preſent. ſtate: 
would laſt for ever! Will nothing 
but our-own diflolution effeQtual- 
ly convince us of our miſtake, 
and folly, in this perticular?. 

Tho the arrows of Death flye 

inually round about us; ſo- 

mes over our heads , when 
riors are taken away; ſome=-- 
D 7 times. 
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times fall atour fees, when Chil- 
dren and Servants and inferiors. 
dye ; ſometimes on our left hand,, 


when. an Enemy is cut off; and. 
while I am pleaſed. with that, in 
that very hour, it may be, an- 
other arrow on our right hand. 
{trikes the Friend of our boſome 
and delight : and can we ſee all. 


this, that great and-ſmal, high 


and low,, triends and foes are all. 


vanity , and drop down dead. 


round aboutus; aud ſhall we not. 
conſider, thatwe are as vaine as. 
they, and muſt ſhortly follow ? 
ſhall we not by a Chriſtian Chymr- 
ſftry extra& Spirits out of thes 
dead Bones? and by thes Exam- 
ples learn rhe End of all Men, and 
lay itto heart? 

When evyer I ſee the funeral 
of another, let me think thus 
with my ſelf; why might not 1 
have-been*that man or woman, 
that.1s-naw carried to the Grave ? 


: ” 


; HO 


OE onde Bn, I a os Age 


On Time and Eternity. 87 
It we had been compared a few 
days ſince, *tis probable I ſhould- 
have been. thought as likely to- 
have been his monitor by dying: 
firſt as he mine. By ſuch an im- 
provement of thes warnings, the 
requeſt of Dives to Abraham 
were in great. meaſure granted; 
for ?tis a call from the dead that 
{ſpeaks loudly tous, to conſider 
our {els , and prepare in time for 
ſo greata change: and ſay, as the 
Prophet to: Hezekiah, Set thine 
houſe in order, for thou ſhalt 
dye. | 
Can we look upon a Deaths- 
head, and not remember what we 
ſhall ſhortly be ? may not much be - 
learnt from its common motto ? 
Sum quod Eris, Fueramque quad 
Es. I am that which'thou ſhalt: 
ſhortly be, and have been that 
which thou art now: that is, I 
have beenas gay and jocund, as 
brisk and merry, as proud: and 
| yaine,, 
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vaine,. as rich and great,, as ca- 
releſs and ſecure,. as honourable 
and as much cſteemed, as beau- 


tifull and as well beloved, as 


witty andas learned, as. thou art 
or can{t be now. I valued my ſelf 
as much upon my eſtate, and 
trade, and health, and beauty 


upon my education, profeſſion ,. 
unployments , parts, friends, 
family 8c. as thou haſt eyer done,. 
ercanſt doe: I lived incaſe and. 
pleaſure, -in mirthand jolliy; L 
minded the world. as much, and. 


indulged my ſelf as much in fen- 
ſuality ; and was as carefull of my 


body, and pampered and pleaſed: 
my fleſh as much as thou ,, and: 


thought as. ligle. of. a- ſudden. 


death, and. prepared as little for 
ſucha change, as thou doſt: but 
now my dry Bones are Jookt upon 
with contempt and ſcorn , but 


thou ſhalt ſhortly return to duſt, 


and be as yile as Lam, 
; It 


_ ” 7 
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> Ircannotbut afte& us, did we 
* confiderit, toſee Divers ſnatcht 
> away in their Youth, and out- 
! ward Proſperity; andin the midſt 
; of theirſin and folly, without any 
2 viſtble ſ1gns of true Repentance: 
.7 or in terrible anguiſh and hor- 
£ ror for their paſt crimes: andyet 
| how few do take the warning ,, 
| carefully to preyent the like un- 
# happineſs? O Lord ! preſerve 


| thoſe ftrang Convictions, thoſe 


| ſerious thoughts, thoſe holy Re- 


__ _ Þ folutions , thoſe lively apprehen=- 


| flons of the Life to come, of the 
 Evill of-ſin, and the Terrors of 
| thy wrath , which the Sight of. 
dying perſons hath at any time 
em my ſou]! O the Elo- 
$ quence of a dying ſinner to per- 
$ luade toRepentance! even when. 
F he hath loſt his ſpeech, and lays. 
$ gaſping, and trembling , on & 
z bed of1ickneſs; breathing outhzs - 
$ laſt faintbreath, and waſiliig _ 
, 1C 
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the other world, to anſwer for 
the crimes and follies of a wicked 
Life! Lord ! revive thes thoughts 
upon my ſoul, andlet me feel the 
power and influcnce of them, in. 
the hour of Temptation, andin 
every time of need! And let the 
conſideration of the death of Be- 
Levers, the Blefledneſs they are 
thereby centred into,and the Holi- 
neſs they are to poſleſ?d of, quic- 
ken my deſires and diligence to. 
prepare 'to follow. When I think 
where they are, and what they 
are doing, what 1s their work, 
and what their ſtate ,* what their 
continual imployment, and what 
their Injoyments; and how dit- 
ferent from ours: I cannot but 
wiſh to be with them : tobe as they 


are, anddoastheydo, to know | 


and love and praiſe God as they. 


They are not hindred by ſuch a - 


clog as this body is to us ; or 
tempted by their ſenſes, appe- 
tte, 


ys dd 


They were flandered,. ang per- 
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tite, and fancy, to fin againſt 


| him: they complaine notofa ſe- 


ducing fleſh, unruly paſhons, low 
and diſordered thoughts,of Tem- 


 poral afflictions, ſpiritual deſer- 


tions, the ſnares of the world, 
and the malice and {ubtility of the 


'-Devil : we who are Pilgrims and 


Travellers are: expoſed to theſe 
difficulties, and ſtorms which 
they are freed from. They are 
now rejoycing in the light of 
God's countenance, and ſhall 
never ;queſtion his love more, 
while we are in Tears and ſor- 


_ rows, groaning to be delivered.. 


But think , o my ſoul! that hey 
were lately ſuch as we are now. 
They were members of the mili- 
tant. Church , before they entred 
into joy and Triumph. They had 


[1 their conflias and difficulties. 


their hour of Temptation ,. and 
time of trial, as- we have ours; 


.- 
{e- 
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 ſecuted, and ſadned, and dis- 
apointed, as their Followers are: | 
They. went. to Heaven the ſame | 
way, and gotthe victory after the | 
ſame manner, by Repentance, | 
and Faith, and humble perſeye- | 
ring Obedience. They were once | 
imperfect as we are now; and 

complained of the Body of Sin. | 
and Death, and ſtruglings ofun- 
mortified luſt ,. as we doe: and 
were ſometimes in the dark about 
their intreſtin the promiſe, and 
walkt heavily by the hiding of 
God's face, an ' F2rodcs Dn 
tation , even as we. And as we 
have nothing to- doe, or ſuffer, 
but what they met'with; we bave 
the. ſame encouragement , that 
adminiſtred to their ſupport : the 
fame God and Saviour, the lame 
way andrule,, the ſameaſſiitance,, 
by the aids of his H. Spirit, off- | 
redus; the ſame promiſes, and 


the lame rewards prapoſed, which ' 
; g* OY they . 
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| they injoyed, firſt in faith "and 


hope, andafterwards in fruition. 
Yea they paſs'd thro the dark val- 
ley, and ſo muſt we : their Earthl 

Tabernacle was diſlolved, and fo 


. muſt ours be. We muſt expe&t 


'to pgoe the lame way toReſtand 
Glory; and wait God's Time for 
our admiſſion. We muſt finiſh 
firſt the work which God hath for 
us to doe and ſuffer ; and then all 
Tears ſhall be wipt from our 
'eyes, WE ſhall grieve no more, we 
ſhall ſin no more, but be as the 


' Angels in Heaven, or as the Spt- 


| rits of the Juſt made Pertect. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


XIII. 


What Influence the conſideration 
of Eternity zvould have upon 
our Hearts and Lives, if ſound- 

ly believed and conſidered. 
Eſpecially if the ſuppoſition of 
Dying this year be annexed to it. 


With: 
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(X7 Ith what Hunvlity, morti- | 
VV fication ,$and ſelf denial , 
what ſeriouſneſs, watchtulneſs, 
and refolyed conſtancy, would | 
every Chriſtian live on Earth, did 

he actallways under the influence 
- andpower of a confirmed Faith, 
concerning the Life to come ? 
Wee ſhould not then grudgeata 
little labor, or boggle at a few | 
difficulties in our way. What tho | 
I meet with injuries and affronts, | 
hardſhips and inconveniencies : ' 
being now ina forreign country, 
and every day I live, one days 
journey nearer my Eternal Ho- | 
me! Shall I not patiently _ 
momentany ſorrows, while I be- | 
lIreve I am haſtening to Eternal 
Joys? Did 1 look more to the 
Everla#ting World, ſhould Inot 
make the pleaſing of God, in or- 
der to my Eternal welfare , the ! 
great Bufincls of my Lite? Should } 
I not ſerye the Lord with —_ | 
Ci=] 
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fervency of Spirit, and be better 
fortified againſt the Fears of man, 
who. can , hurt and Kill the 
Body, nor that neither, without 
the permiſſion of God? Should I 
not order all my affaires, anſwer 
all Temptations, raortifie in ward 
Luſts, live in the Exercize of 
Grace, and in circumſpect per- 
ſevering Obedience, in order to- 
it? Should I not watch more over 
my Heart, and Lips and Ways, 
be more diligent to trim m 

Lamps, more dead to this world, 
mare carefull to call my ſelf fre- 
quently toan account, to renew 
my Repentance.? Would not my 
conyerle be more uſcfull and cdi- 
tying, my diſcourſes more fa- 


vory, and full of Religion , my 


| Prayers to God, more humble 


and carneſt, .my charity to men 


| - morc unfeigned and extenſiye , 


and my preparations every way 


 Moreſujtable to ſuch a Faith, and 


to 
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to ſuch apprehenſions of an Ever- 
laſting State ? Could we carry the 
thoughts of Eternity about with 
us every day , and often admit | 
them in our civil and ſecular af- | 
faires, did we repeat it frequently | 
to our ſeivs, atleaſt eyery morn- 
ing , as ſoon as we are awake , that 
we are near Eternity; this graine 
of Incenſe would perfume the 
whole Temple; and be an Anti- 
dote againſt inward Luſt, and im- 
pure thoughts , againſt the In- 
feftion and defilement of bad | 
Company , and the ſnares of + 
worldly Buſineſs, and do much to | 
prevent vaine and ſenſual actions, 
and tocure vame affections. - 
_'Didwebelieveit, and believe 
it near, ſheuld we not take as 
much pains to ſecure Eternal life, 
as we Fen men doe to get Riches? 
Should we not uſe the ſame dili- 
nome , care , and circumſpection, 
the ſame prudent foreſight,watch- 
FIT fulneſs, 


Bu ERR, Y 


i "w, "*. 3 "X . 
& _— G - | % FEE IN 
4 : Y 7 * " "7 
A o , " «4 SS 25 kr , E / P PS. ©. EP" 0 " IE \ 
, , 0; 2 . 
, x n ISS WATT 
—Y PP" * PL. 7, . s } , *, 4 4 - . 
” " , | 
on 3. TINT 4 : ay * ; "BOM we 
bs” » » 4}; TN *- {al Ya k. nd n . _ 
S . £ "AP _ 5. : $' bo 
F - 4 q > e byl , 
HOG ORE WEEOEAIP i WERE A PIO nt 9» A IAA RS Vs bl HR TRY It : 
_ - » 8 j m_—_— c ."Y v4 * TE o : Wo 
: " 1 > 0 ES 
- _ 
LD * 
3 


| 
5 
. 


On Time and Etermity. 97 


fulneſs, and perſeverance , to 
prevent Everlaſting deſtruction 
as others doe to provide againſt 
Poverty, and to live in Plenty a 
little while on Earth? Should we 
not rejoyce as much in the] pro- 
miſe and hopes of .it, as others do 
in the proſpect and expeGation of 
ſome Earthly Advantage? Lord! 
I confeſs and bewail the weakneſs 
of my faith, How often have E 
concluded, and ſaid, that Hea- 
ven alone is the placeof Happi- 


neſs, and yet my carnal. Heart is 


too much aftefted with Earthly 


Things! How often have I reſfol- 
ved, (upon the conviction of the 


certainty of the Eternal world, ) 


to mind this leſs, and to affe&t 
and ſeek it no more as I have 
done! and yet my fooliſh Heart 
is hankering after it ſtill. Ocru- 
cifie my aftections to things be- 
low! and let the belieying 
Thoughts of the next Life , ren- 

E der 
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der me victorious over all the 
Temprations of this. Pardon and 
cure the ſtaggering trembling 
Thoughts of an unbelieying 
Heart, * by greater meaſures of a 
lively Faith. That my delires 
may be ſtrong and urgent; and my 
diligence and ſtedfaitneſs in. the 
way of Truth, be ſome way cor- 
reſpondent to the important Ar- 
| ticle. Let me live only for Eter- 
zity , hope tor nothing but Erer- 
- nity, delign and intend nothing as 
my chyct end, but Eternity,” and 
ſeck and mind nothing in compa- 
raiſon with Eternity Did we be- 
lieyeit, how would eycry thing 
in this world be look't upon as 
cligible, or fit to be refuſed, as 
itis}ike tobean help, oran hin- 
drance, with refcrcuce to Eter- 
ziry! weſhould then indeayor to 
do nothing unbecomming ſuch 
an Expectation. Conſidering this 
world as our paſlage, and the _ 
{ible 
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ſible future world as our abiding 
Country ; where we are to dwell 
foreyer; what ever we meet with 
here, wither {weet or bitter,eaſy or 
troubleſome,pleaſing or ungrate- 
full, we ſhould not much matter, 
but as it relates to hereafter, 

And wete 1 certaine I ſhould 
have no longer time of Trial in 
order to this Eternal State, then 


ſhould convincingly aflure of it; 
what would I nat-doe to prepare 
for Death, and ſecure the Intreſts 
of_Eternity * with what remorſe 
and deep Repentance ſhould I re- 
fle& on the Follies of my paſt 
Life 2 with what importunate 
cries ſhould I beg Forgrveneſs © 
how patiently ſhould bear -Cala- 
mity, for ſo ſhort a time? how 
little ſhould 1 value the favors or 
frowns of men? how circumſpe&t 


to improye eyery Seaſon of doing | 
E 2 


this one year 3 which is now be-: 
gun; if a Meſſenger from God: 
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' and receiving good? how care- 
full to avoid Temptation , and 
how reſolute in reſiſting it? Did 
I yerily believe 1 had no longer 
time to live on Earth, then this 
one year at moſt: how infipid 
would be the ofter of carnall 
mirth, vaine paſtime, ſenſual di- 
verſions, idle. company &c.? how | 
ſhould 1 value eyery hour, every 
inch of my little Tsme, under the {- 
apprehenſion that Eternity 1s at 

| hand? O my foul! ſhall Imake' 
no proviſion againſt the poſhibi- 
lity of ſuch a caſe? is not my 
change as certaine, as if it: were 
this year, as if it were to mor- 
row? tho I am not certaine it1s | 

F. ſonear, nor certaine but it may 

X*- ber Let me then ſeek firſt the 
1 Kingdom ef God, and his Right-. { 

confreſs : let me fix itwell, and 

make itclear, thatI have ſecured 
my great Concern, andam ready 
for a ſudden ſummons. | 
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How a Good man may improve, 
and encourage himi[elf under the 
ſuppoſition of aying tos Year y 

 eveninthe moſt uncaſy and un- 
defireable circumſtances, | 

I Aay- aye this year : then all 
- my cares and fears, if 1 am 

Rico, all my ſorrows and cala- 

mities as to this world, 1f I am 

Poor , will die too. 7 may dye #hts 

year: then I ſhall have no more 

Enemies, no more ſickneſs, and- 

which is infimtely better, Iſhall 

ſin no more. 7 muſt ſhortly dye, 
it may be, this year: butthere 1s 
no other way to come to a Bleſſed 

Life but by dying , and my Sa- 

viour hath dyed tor-me, - and he 

| that believs in him, ſhall never 
ſee death: he lives who was once 
dead, yea he liyes for eyer more; - 


E 3 and. 


> See Gr ar A OOO NTSC ID 


IO2 Devout Reflexions 


and hath promiſed , that I ſhall be * | 
with him to behold his Glory. He 
hathztie Keys of Death and Hell : 
He 1s the Reſurrection and the 
Life, he hath removed thes thing 
of Death, and I need.notfear a 
conquered Enemy. If 7 dye this 
year, Imulſtquitthe company of 
all my deareſt Friends on earth ; 
bur I ſhall goe to berrer Company 
above : andif they are the friends 
of Chriſt, we ſhall ſhortly meet 
againe, and loye one another in 
a better manner then now,. and 
never more be parted. 7 may dye 
this year ; my Friends, and Ence- 
mies may dye to. Let me injoy 
the ore as mortal dying perſons, - 
that muſt ere long leave me or I 
them : and not fear the other, who 
may ſo ſoon periſh, and quickly 
be uncapable of doing me or 0- 
thers milchief. / may dye this year: 
lct me not then think much of 
 Temporalſufterings, of any Evils 


which 
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which may ſo ſoon be over. Oh 
what would condemned-ſinners in 
the other world give to be able to 
believe and ſay fo of their ſuffte- 
rings! I may dye this year: and 
can I wonder that I am ſometimes 
Sick, andin paine, and my Body 
out of order. Am I not mortal, 
and dwell in- an houſe- of clay, 
which muſt ſhortly moulder into 
duſt? andisitany thing ſtrange , 
that ſuch a craſy Building doth 
ſometimes ſhake, and need re- 
pair, and threaten a diflolution ? 
*Tisa greater wonder, I am any 
time well. That ſuch a Body, 
compounded of- ſo many- little 
parts,  andſo eaſily diſordered by 
innumerable accidents, ſhonld be 
in health, -is hardly leſs to be ad- 
mired, then that an Inſtrument 
ofa thouſand ftrings -ſhould be 
kept in Tune. I thank-thee, o 
Heavenly Father ! for the many 
adyantages of {icknelſs, to weaken 


E 4 the 


att RARE 4 


ME SA 4 « 


Io4 Devout Reflexions 
the power of ſin, to humble 
my.Pride, and cure my world- 
lincis and ſenſuality, to re- 
duce me from. wandering-,. to 
empty me: of ſelf conceit ,: to 
awaken the cqnliideration of 
Death and Judgment, to impreſs 
the Thoughts of the vanity of this 
world, and the Eternity of the 
next,. to aſliſt.me tomortifie the 
fleſh, to rule nxy Paſhons , to 


excrciſe Patience , and quicken 
Prayer , and try my faith and 


love, and excite my diligence to 


redeem. Time, . and convince.me. 
of the. worth and uncertainty of it,.. 
and thereby promote my prepara- 
. tions for my final change.. The 


Great Apoſtle by dying dayly, had 


as many victories over this world, 
as he lived Days. Oh that I might 
ſo far walk by the. ſame. Rule, as 
every day to think: of providing 
for my laſt! and in health todo 
that which in ſickneſs I ſhal wiſh I 
had done ! I may 
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I may dye this year : it may be 
by ſome tedious painful Sickneſs, . 
ſome troubleſomeand loathſome 
Diſeaſe. - But God hath promiſed 
his Grace ſhall be ſufhcient: he 
will make my bed in my tickneſs : 
and put under his Everlaſting 
arms, for my ſupport; .and not 
ſuffer me to be. tempted] above 
what I am able: he will increas 
my Patience and carry me thro 
the pangs of Death, and the dark 
valley, and when Heart and fleſh 


* fail, bethe ſtrength of my Heart, 


and my Portion for Ever. 

1 may dye-this year : whatif it 
ſhould be by an hand of violence; 
if for Righteouſneſs ſake , in de- 
fence of the Truth, for a good 
Cauſe, and a good Conſcience, 
and my peace be made with God, . 
and am accuſed for doing well, or 
innocent of the Eyill which is Jaid” 


to my charge; there is ground - 


enough for encouragement and - 
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ſupport. Thouſands of my Bet- 
te.s have met with the like , whole 
naipes are precious & renowned. 
Innumerable Chriſtians have 
dyed by the ſentence of 4 Zudge, 
with more chearfullneſs and. joy, 
then others,or it may be,then they 
themſelvs, would have done, by 
the-ſentence of the Phiſitian. The | 
Torture of many diſcaſes is un- 
ipeakably more formidable asto 
the. meer paine: and for all the 
Reſt, the Righteous Lord who | 
loveth Righteouſneſs, will clear | 
my Integrity, if it may beſt ſub- 
ſerve his own Great and holy 
ends: atleaſthe will ſtand by and 
help me,when all forfake me: and 
if he ſpeak Peace, and give in- 
ward Confolation, who can ſpeak 

Trouble: and - his final -Judg- | 
ment, which is near athand, will | 
diſtribute-- rewards and puniſh- | 
ments t2 all, according to their 
works. 


Sup= 
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Suppoſe farther, that I ſhould 
want. a ſepulcher, atter Death. 
There is nothing I could better 
be without. If God receive my 
Soul, and-will raiſe- my Body at . 
the laſt day, wither it putrifie and 
conſume under ground or aboye 
it, isno great matter. They who 
are alive will be more concern'd 
in that, .then I ſhall bez Graves 
are for the ſake of the Living ra- 
ther then -the Dead. The. Sun, 
the Raine, the Air, Birds, Beaſts, 
Worms, -will all contribute to 
give me Burial, if men deny it. 
'LThe only difterence is, thatit will 
be a little longer cre I am bu- 
ried. If my ſoul reſt in the Bo- 
ſome of my Saviour , and by per- 
ſevering in the love and practiſe 
of the Truth, I have ſecured my 
Reputation with wiſe .and Good 
men-, I nced not be ſollicitaos 
what become of my Body. : My 
Almighty Judge will raiſe me a 
i Pc 


glo- 
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glorious Body , hkc his own, and. 


reunite itto my ſoul? As eatily, 
as certainly, ,as for any of thoſe, 
whoſe Bodies were preſcrycd in 


Caves and Vaults, 1n Proud Se-- 


pulchers, and under ftately Mo- 


Nnuments. 


Timay eye this ear :. and ſhall. 


not then have the ſatisfaction to. 


{ce my Children or neareſt Kind- 
red educated & provided for , ſet- 


led and diſpoſed. of. But is not. 


the Everliving God the fame? 
cannot he as well take care of 
them when I am: gone, as now ? 
anſwer all my pry after my 
deccas? and exercile that Father- 
ly cafe , wiſdom, and love, which 
ſhall diipgſe of their conditions , 


fave them from Temptations, 


and ſupply all their wants, and 
exceed all my defires,in reference 
tothem?-and fullfill his Cove- 
nant promiſe from generation to- 
gcnacration', to the Childrens 


Chil- 


| 


'\ Children of them that fear him ? 


L 
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O how weak 1s my Faith”, that. 
cannot truſt God in ſocommon 
and plainea caſe!. 

Lattly ,. 7 may dye this year : 
and not live to ſee the Ruine of 
the Antichriſtian Kingdom, and. 
Intereſt, and the accompliſhment 
of many Exccllent Promiſes,. 
which concern the. Reſt, and 
Peace, and Purity,..and Glory 
of the. Churches of Chriſt on: 
earth, in the. latter days. But: 
have I not deſerved by my pro-- 
yoking. unbelief , Ingratitude, . 
and Diſobedience, to dye inthe 
Wilderneſs, and not þchold the: - 
promiſed land, or ſee the Peace- 
of Jeruſalem? and will not the- 
{trugglings of Satan to ſupport 


Babilon, inter a diſmal night of. 


darkneſs and diſtreſs, before the 
expected morning. of deliveran- 
ce? ſothatirmay now if ever be 
truly faid , ZZenceforth , Bleſſed: 
'F : AY 6... 
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are the Dead who aye inthe Lord. 
Andif God will take me to him- 


ſelf in the other world, 1 cannot 


poſlibly be a looſer; tho I ſhould | 


notſcethe Beginnings of 4- New 


Heaven, and a New Earth, in 
this. However I rejoice in Hope, 
and pray inceſſantly for the Ke- 
ſ\urrection of the Witneſles, and. 
the rebuilding of Sion, and the 
more plentifullEffuſion of ſee the 
H. Spirit, ( the great comprehen- 


{ive promilc of the Latter Times). 


to effect a glo:ious Kingdom for 
Chriſt on earth: and my Faith 
aſſures me, I ſhall hereafter the 
Son of God revealed from Hea- 
ven, clathed with Majeſty , fit- 
ting on acloud, leading the Hea- 
venly Hoſt, railing the Dead by 
his powerfull voice, ſummoning 
all the World to appear to Judg- 
ment, gathering his Elect, and 
finally deſtroying death, and him 
that had the power of it, the De. 
vil, 
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| vil, condemning the wicked to 


Everlaſting Deſtruction , butac- 
quitting , honouring, and re- 
warding his poor members, with. 
infinite and Eternal Blifle. 


AF. 


Of Dying in a Forreign Country, 
and of Dying Young. Conſide- 
rations proper to Reconcile the. 
mind to both. 


| May not live to the endof this. 
year; God in his Providence. 
having called me abroad, Imay 
never ſee my Native Country 
more. , Let me ſtill remember, o 
my Soul! thatwhereyer I am, I 
am travelling towards the Grave, 
and paſling to another world:.that 
I may live in.all Places ,..as-a Pil- 
grim and : Stranger here on. 
Earth ; with Aﬀeciions ſuited to 
my condition, becoming one wha, 
is. 


mus Bent, 
who dyed, 
4t Geneva, 


May 10. 
- 1683. 
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1s travelling in a Strange Land. 


Let me bear the Inconveniencies 
I may meet with in this world, as 


Strangers in their Travells are. 


wont to doe. Let me not repine 
at the ill accommodations oft an 


lnne, where Iam to lodge but a. 


night or two: but encourage my 


{elf with the aſlurance of better. 
Entertainment at-home, when- 


my Pilgrimage 1s ended, and my 


ourney over. One of my deareſt - 


oly Friends, and FeHow Tra- 
vellers, (whoſe memory will be 
ever precious, with thoſe who 


knew him ). quickly arrived tohis- 
Journeys end, andisentred into ' 
Reſt betimes. Which of his- 


Companions ſhall next follow ,.. 


we know not, or how ſoon. Lord! 
make me apprchend the near- 
neſs of my-change in every place : 


and-if I am prepared tor dying, 


no matter where it be. There 1s 
no one Country farther trom the 
Pre- 
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Preſence of God then another. 
The whole world may be conli- 
deredas one Great Houle ,. and: 
the ſeveral Kingdoms and Coun- 

tries of it, butas diflerent Apart- 


ments in the {ſame houſe: and 


they who tarry at-home are no- 


more exempt trom Death, then 
they who Travell abroad. 
The. Preſence of my Gracious 


Father is every where the ſame: 


in ſome meaſure, Bleſſed be my. 
God, Ihavehitherto found itſo. 
And may I not rejoyce in Godin 
a deſart, in a Wilderneſs ,.. tho-: 
allthe World ſhoald tortake me: - 
tho all the world ſhould be againſt 
me? Should I have no other 
Eriend or Helper; is not God, 
an infinite God, Enough* and 
without his favor and Preſence ;. 
what can all this world do for me? 
If I am ſick, and in danger of 


Death, among my Relations and: 


Friends , it the comforts of the - 
All- 
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 Allmighty do not refreſh and de- 
iight my ſoul, cheycannot: and 
it I wantnot theſe in my laſt ago- 
nies, no jnatter in what part or 
corner of the Earth I breath my 
laſt, 1f the word and promiſe of 

God be my Foundation, an holy} 
Hope my anchor, Chriit my Pi- 
lot, and Heaven my Country, I 
ſhall not fail of being landed there 
at laſt. Sufter me not to forſake 
thee, o Heavenly Father {. while 
I live; and do not thou forlake 
me, in'my laſt Hour; andletit 
come when and where thou wilt! 
If my Bleſſed Saviour will receive 
my departing ſoul at death, .I am 
notſollicitous in what Country , 
or part of the Earth it be. 

And that I maynot beunwil- 
ing in the flower of my Age and 
Time, # Youth and Strength , to 
leave this .world; let me think 
often, that no one age or part of 
Eife is more privileged againſt 


the 
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the ſtroke of Death then another, 
If I have done my work betimes, 
as my ideceaſed Fellow Traveller 
had, is it not better to receive the 
Bleſſed Recompence , then to 
tarry longer, inaworldoffinand 
ſuffering., abſent trom the Lord? 
Shall 1 not thereby eſcape-a mul- 
titude.of Temprations, fins and 
ſorrows ,. which others by living 
longer- are. expoſed to. If my 
Peace be made with God, what 
ſhould make me willing to hve at 
this diſtance from him ? what 
ſhoul render this world ſo defire- 
able, where God is ſo dishonored, 
where I am ſo often tempted to 
diſpleas him, and ſo often yeild 
to ſuch Temptations: and may 
not fear leaſt I ſhould fall into 
ſuch ſcandalous and greivous 
ſins, that may bringa publickre- 
proach on the Goſpell of. Chriſt, 
and ſadden the Hearts of all my 
Aquaintance who. loye the Lord 


Jelus 
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Jeſus in ſincerity. And tho I ſhould 


maintaine my Integrity, yet in 


this world my higheſt love and 
obedience to God, and my ſwee- 
teſt communion with him, 1s but 
impertcct. How many Impedi- 
ments and Diverſions do I dayly 


meet with, that deaden my Heart 


to Heayenly contemplations and 
atie&tions ? what diſapointments 
and ſorrow tul difaſters, to con- 


vince me this is not the place of 


Reſt and Happtneſs? what ſmart: 


Afﬀicions may ſome of my Rela- 


tions prove? what dangerous {na- 


res.may attend mein the-remain- 
ing Portion of-my Time? what 


oppoſition and hatred from men 
may the ſtedfaſt profeſſing of the 


Truth,. and fidelity to God ex- 
ole metro? what publick- natio- 


nal calamittes may I have my ſhare 


in &c.? 
Butif I conſider o/d Age itſelf, 
which we.doe defire to reach,what 


and 
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Id and how many are the Infirmities 
i jand Griefs,and troublefome.Cir- 
_ cumſtances which attend that ſta- 
” Jte, which dying young will pre- - 
ut Iyent? are wigs. _—_ who &.34 
a very great old Ape, helpleſs ob- 
y jects of Pitty ? a Burden to them- 
© [{elvs,and toall aboutthem? And, 
d (which commonly happens, ) may 
'S II not then beas unwilling to dye, 
= fas at preſent? as loath then to 
f leave the world as now, thoina 
manner it will haye left me? for 
20w many old men, paſt the re- 
iſh of ſenſual Pleaſures, are yet 
” Einordinately fond of a longer 
t Life! 
1 | Have I not been told by Hea- 
- ([thens, aswell as Chriſtians, that 
” Pris not the lengthof Time but its 
mprovement, that doth really 
make a Long Lifef If TI have 
anfwered the ends for which I 
ere born, *tis not too ſoon to 
dye. No man eyer miſcarriedas 
to 
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to his Everlaſting Intreſt, becauſe | 


his Life was ſhort, butEvill. He 
_ thatis prepared for Death, hath 
lived long enough: and ſhould 
thank God for a ſpeedy call to the 


polleſſion of that Felicity , which | 


the Holieſt Saints en Earth deſire 
and breath after. Grdeon loſt no- 


thing by returning from victory, | 


while. the, Sun was yet high. If I 
have wrought but a few hours in 


the vineyard, and done buta little | 


fervice for my Lord and Maſter ; 
and yetam diſmiſt, and reward- 
ed, before the Reſt of my Fellow 
Laborers , ſhall I repine, and 
think 1ny Lord doth not be friend | 
me? If he hath any farther Ser-| 
vice for me, he will prolong my 
days, Sony” make me diligent, I 
hope, and contended. Otherwiſe 


| 


| 


I pray he would make me rea- 
dy todye, and make me willing, 
and defirexs to depart this Life. 
For to be only content to dye, 

that 
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that I may be perfectly Holy, and 
fully Bleſſed, is -me thinks too 
low for a Chriſtian who acts like 
himſelf, believing the Certainty 
of his anowed Principles and 
Hopes, and knowing that whzle 
we are preſent in the Body , we are 
abſent from the Lord. 


XVI. 


Thecontemplation of our approa- 


ching change may aſſiſt us ta 
——_— ihe Luſt of i Fleſh, 
the Luſt of tbe Eyes, and the 
Prige of Life to cure Ambition, 
and promote Contentment. 


L that.is in the World, ſaith 

the Apoſtle, is the Luſt of 

the Fleſh, .the Luſt of the Eyes, 
and the Pride of Life. The duſt 
and aſhes,, of our own mortality 
duely conſidered ang applied , 
will help to dead and. eng 
cacl 
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each of thes. By Pride iof Life » | 


we lift up our ſelvs againſt Hea= 
ven, anddeſpiſe our Maker : by 
the luft of the Fleſh, we overlove 


and indulge the body, and ſtudy 


to gratifie the ſenſual Appetite : 


by the luſt of the Eyes, our Deſi- 


res are immoderate after Tem- 


poralandExternal Goods. The 


thought of our approaching End 
hath a tendency to oppole and 


mortifie theſe Luſts: to humble us 
before God; totake us off from 


the inordinate love.of the Body; 


and to moderate our paſſions to 


Earthly Things. It may help us | 


againſt Pride, by ſhowing us the 
infinite diſtance between the E- 


ternal ſelf-ſufficient God, and 


fuch poor Duſt as we: who are 
'bur of yeſterday, and if he up- 


hold us not, and maintaine our 


fouls in life, ſhall be laid in the | 


duſt to morrow. It will mind us 
of his Juſtice againſt. Sin , the 
0 Parent 
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Parent of Death, and of all the 
miſeries of our mortal ſtate; and 
convince us of -our weakneſs to 
reſiſt his will, or avoid his wrath. 
As to our fond affection to the 
Body ,it may inſtruct us,that it de- 
ſerves notto be ſo much accoun- 
ted of; it will open our eyes to 
diſcern the preference of our Im= 
mortail fouls, and what concerns 
them, to the intereſt of a periſhing 
Body. It may convince us, that 
we are cruel and unkind to our 
very bodics, by overloving them, 
becauſe we thereby contribute to 
theif Eternal ſufferings : and fo 
teach us to love and uſe our bo- 
dics, as Scrvants to our Souls in 
this world; and as Expecting to, 
ſhare in Glory with them, after 
the Reſurrection. It may alſo help 
to moderate -vur delires after 
| Earthly Good, and fo cure the 
Luft of the Eyes , by letting us ſee 
the vanity , uncertainty, and ſhort 


du- 
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duration of theſe things, and their 
infuficiency to make us Happy, 
and g1ve us truce Content. 

The Thoughts of an approa- 
ching change may, if ar 4 thing 


Luxurious Epicure, and ſtrike 


him intoa fitoftrembling, as did ' 


Belſhazzar's handwriting on the 
wall. It may diſcover the diſtrac- 
tion of living in pleaſure , and 
of care to plcaſe the {enſes,. and 
the fleſkly appetite , when the End 
is ſonear. If may likewiſecheck 
the folly of Ambitious Deſigns : 
that 1nen ſhould make ſo much a 
doe to get into ſlippery places, 
from whence they. may ſoceafily 
fall. Where being puftup with 
vaine applauſe, they forgetthem- 
{elvs and their latter end, till 
their Life, and Glory expire to- 
gether. Where are now theGreat, 
and Mighty, and Honorable, 
who haye made ſuch a noiſe in the 
world 2 


f 
f 


will doit, damp the mirth of the | 


| 
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world? what is now the difference 
between the duſt of an Alexarn- 
der-or Ceſar, and that of their 
meaneſt ſlayes or Captiyes? Could 
their dignities and earthly Glory 
preſerve any of them, Sr the 
{troke of Death, or the Judg- 
ment of God, or without Repen- 
tance, from his condemning 
Sentence ? 

Think, o my Soul ! howlittle 
it will ſhortly {ignifie, wither I 
have been known and honoured 
among men or no; any farther 


then God may be mo by it. 


How ſhould it ſuppreſs vaine 
Glory? to think of being one day 


eſteemed, and worſhipt, reve- 


renced, and applauded by dying 
men, and laid in the Grave the 
next? Let me rather ſeek that 
Glory and Honour, to which 
Immortality is annext: and labor 
to be accepted with God, at whoſe 
Bar I muſt be judged, endeayor- 

F-2 10g 
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ing to keep the teſtimony of a 
good conſcicnce : and then it is 
not much wither I paſs thro good 
Report or Evill Report: no con- 
tempt, or frowns, or threatnings 
of men need then diſcourage me. 
Tho I ſhould he trampled on by 
the foot of Pride, while others 
are happy in a dream for alittle 
while; and it may be have a proſ- 
ſperous paſſage to damnation ; 
Ile. rather thank God for deli- 
vering me from their Tempta- 
tions, and giving me the oppor- 
tunity, and call, to haſten m 
Preparations for a Better World. 
Let God diſpoſe of my Condition 


here, and Reputation too, as beſt 


ſhall _ his Sovereign will: - | 


only 


pleaſed to keep me up- 


right, and to preſerve me from 


Everlaſting ſhame and confuſion 
of Face, after the general Re- 
{urrection, and final Judgment! 


K ' 
youchſafe me a portion now in + 


thine 


' 


4 
i 
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thine approving love,-and own 
me for Thine at laſt, in the Great 
and Terrible Day of Reckoning; 
that then I may hear the Bleſſed 
Euge,, and enter into my Lords 
Joy! | 


XVIL 


The ſame Argument conſidered 
farther , as diſſuaſive from 
Worldlineſs,and Earthly mind- 
edneſs : and as proper to con- 
fute the vanity of long Projetts, 
aud great Deſigns for this 

| World. To 

AR the years of my Life but 

few, and they fgakening tor 

Period , and may this be my laſt? 

Let me not then greedily covet 

riches and abundance, and waſt 

ray little time to ſcrape together 
large Proviſions, for many years 
to.come; when I have no aſſurance 

F-3 to- 
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- toſeethe end of this. 1s it beco- 
ming ſuch a belief, to toyl from 
day to day, thael may lay up that 
which I muſt{o ſoon leaye? as if 
I were to ſpend and Eternity here 
on earth? and in the mean while 
negleat the one thing Neceſſary. 
Atm I not upon the ſhore of Eter- 
nity? may not the next tide.carry 
me off? and ſhall I ſpend my whole 
Life inDiverſtons trom the maine 
Buſines of it? have I nothing els 


to doe, butto gather fthells, (if | 


they were Pearls the abſurdity, 
were {till the ſame )) and pile them 
upon heaps, till lam ſnatcht away 
paſt all Recovery? Shall L be re- 
gardleſs of an Eternal State, and 
run the hazard of being undone 
for ever , by ſollicitous care aboyt 
pretended Neceſaries for a long 
abode on Earth? Much leſs for 

uperfluities; when lamnotcer- 
JapeP the poſſcſhon, this one 
year? Shall I magnifie and ad- 


mire 


( 


| 
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mire what 1s ſo ſoon to be parted 
with? value my ſelf upon thes 
things, ſoasto deſpiſe thoſe that 
have leſs, and envy ſuch as have 
more, and ſ{ufter my mind to be 
diſtempered, and my paſhons im- 
moderate on every change of 
theſe things? Tho I know beſides 
my own mortality , that to.itnforce 
the argument, there is'a princt- 
ple of Corruption in all theſe 
things ; that our very Manna here 
m- a little while will ftink , and 
Bread, which is the ſtaff of Life, 
moulder, our richeſt garments 
wax old and Tot, filver and gold 
ruſt, and the greateſt Beauty wi- 
ther, and every thing that 1s 
Earthly decay and periſh. And 
ſhall not this teach me to ſit looſe 
from all ſuch Things? Can I ima- 
pine that in my laſt hour it will 
e Caſter to part with much, then 
little.? or pen in the day of 
Judgment to haye a great Eſtate 
| * to 
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to anſwer for then a lefler one? 
We read concerning the. Pa- 
triarch Abraham, (who rightly 
underſtood the tranſitory nature 
of riches, and his own mutable 
Condition, ) that the only pur- 
chaſe he made with his riches, 
was a Grave: chooling to take 


poſſeſſion of the land promiſed | 


him, rather by a mark of his par- 
tingrwith it, then of his Poſletling 
it. DidI think oftner and more 
ſcriouſly, o my Soul! of tarrying 
here but a littte while ; I ſhould 
mote caſily be perſuaded, thata 
little of this world were ſufficient 
to carry me thro it. I ſhould conſt- 
der more that my Heavenbornioul 
is made and deſigned for another, 
an endleſs World ; and therefore 
ſhoald nur ſo far forget his own 


People, and Fathers houſe , as . 


eagerly to purſue and ſeek what ts 
ſuited only to the Body, for a 
little while, and. whereotf alittle 
with 


— 


- 
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with Contentment will be ſuffi- 
cient. 

The ſame Reflexion may be 
uſefull to contract our Thoughts 
to preſent duty ; that we may not 
perplex our minds with long de- 
{11gns-and projects ; which it we 
dyc this year, will come to no- 
thing. Our great Buſineſs in this 
world is adapted to the little por- 
tion of Time,. which is allowed 
us. Not that good Deligns for the 
publick Benefit, may nothbe be- 
2un by one, and finiſkt by others : 
or that we are not obliged pru- 
dently to provide for thoſe who 
ſhall come after us, by attempting 
many Things of probable Ad- 
vantage to Poſterity. But conſi- 
dering the ſhortneſs, and uncer- 
tainty of Life, not only ſhould 


437he moſt neceſlary Things be firſt 
* minded, and not put off by pro= 


ſecuting ſuch deſigns u_— 190i-- 
fie ſome what to others, when we 
| F5 are: , 


OI 
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are dead : but we ſhould not now 
omit that which we may hope to. 
compals ourſelys, to begin ſuch. 
things, whoſe accompliſhment 
mult depcnd on the Pleaſure of 
our ſucceftors. Conſideration and 
faithfull Counſell would in this 
caſe have prevented the fruitleſs 
expence ct many mens Time and 
Money , which it otherwiſe im- 
ployed might have turned to 
good account to themſelves and 
others. | 

And this heightens our folly, 
that while we purſue great pro- 
jects in reference to'this world, 
and dye without effefting them, 
our preparations for Eternity are 
neglected : and ſo we are ſudden] 
cut oft in the midſt of our Folly, 
and all our Thoughts periſh: how 
eaſily, how ſoon may they doſo! 
the difference and diſtance be=- 
tween Death and Life, being no 
more then that ofa Candle Ight- 

| cd, 
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ed, from its being blown out, 
and if it is expoſed toall wigds, 
how quickly may that Happen ? 


X VIII. 


The conſideration of the certaine 
near Approach of an Everlaſt- 
ing State amplifi”d, and preſt , 
to inforcean H oly Life. 


N this world we begin a 

Year, and quickly come to the 
end of it; anderelong the little 
number of our years,. and days, 
will be expired. But when death 
conveys us into the World of 
Spirits, . the day of Eternity ſhall 
never be cloſed with an Evening, 
Ot how fearfull conſequence 1s 


that Death, by whichan Eternity 


muſt be decided! What atten- 
tion, what ſeriouſneſs, what di- 
ligence, whatcare, doth'the de- 


cilion of fo important a matter 
—2M N call 
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call for! ETERNAL! whar 


will be the.next word, o my fouk! 


how much am I1- concerned to 
know it! will it be Blefledneſs, or 
Miſery? willitbe Life or Death ? 
Tiis one word is the Joy of An- 
gels,. and the Horror of Devils; 
tac unſpeakable Delight of bleſ- 
{cd Saints, and the confuſion and 
Deſpair ot. condemned Sinners. 
Atthe Creation of the World, 
7 ime got the ſtart of us, and was 
hive days elder then we: but our 
Immortal Souls ſhall indure be- 
yond the utmoſt limits of Time, 
and laſt as long as the Everlaſting 
Father of Spirits, of whole du- 
ration there is no end. Shall 1 
then exiſt and live,. tho my Body 
periſh and ſce corruptiop ? Shall 
my-ſoul , my felt exilt beyond the 
Grave, in Felicity or Miſery , 


and that for ever and according 


to my preſent Actiogs? what am: 
Ethen.moſt concerned to mind 2: 
what. 
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what am I to chooſe? WhatamJl: 
moſt. to fear, to- wiſh, to do? 
W-hbatis a ſhadow of honor and 
reputation among dying men? 
What are a few drops of fleſhly 
Pleaſure for a moment, to eter- 
nal Rivers of Pleaſure, at God's 
right hand 2 Whaz are the fuf- 
ferings of an hour or two, to the 
pains and anguiſh of Eternity? 
W-hat can the World,. Fleſh, or 
Devil give me, comparable to 
Eternal Life? WhatcanlT ſufter 
in the.way of Holineſs, that may 
be ſet in the. balance againſt an 
Everlaſting Hell? And yet how. 
often, o my ſoul! how.boldly, 
how unconcernedly ,, how foo- 
lifhly, dol hazard the one, and 
forfes the other, for the ſins and 
vanities of this world! Whereas 
one proſpect ol Eternity ſhould 
make every thing thatis Tempo- 
ral appear little 1n my eyes: the 
higheit eleyation of earthly 
 &o, Great-- 


i 
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Greatneſs, abundance of Riches 
the great Aﬀtaires, Buſineſs, and 


Imployments of the World), 
Pomp, and Splendor, and Re- 


putation ,, and all that now flat-- 


ters the ſenſes, and the vanity of 
Mankind. 

Oh that I could but live as be- 
heving and expecting ar Eternal 
State! as having it in my Eye, 
managing all my affaires with a vi- 
{ible reference to it: diſcovering 
toall the world by my Behaviour 
and Deportment , & I doe in 
earneſt believe it certaine ? for be 
itneyer ſo Certazne, if I do not 
apprehend , and conlider it. as 
ſuch, it will no- more afte&t me 
then a Fable. Neither is it enough 
to conſider it as certaine,. but as 
Near : for the moſt weighty, the 


moſt terrible things, apprehend-- 


ed asata greatdiſtance, will little 
move. Thinking of che long In- 


teryal between, the advantage of 
being 
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being exempted from ſuch eyills 
for ſolongatime, will pleaſe me 
more, then ſuch diſtant Calami- 
ties will aftright. 
Let me therefore 'indeayor to 
impreſs the conſideration of E- 
ternity at. hand, more deeply on 
my heart: that. I maywalk, and 
live,. diſcours,. and pray , and 


_ demean my ſelf in every thing, 


as near an unchangeable State. 
Am I not convinc't that this 1s 
Certaine, from the nature and. 
operations of my {oul,, from the- 
reflexions of Conſcience, from 
the Righteouſneſs of God, in his 
Governmentof the world, from. 
the preſent unequal Diſtribu- 
tions of Good and-Evill by his 
Providence, and from the plaine 
and frequent aflertions of his Re- 
vealed Will? I have nothing to 
object, nething to replyz butT 
find a neceſlity of inculcatipg and 
urging the conſideration of it. in- 

Or- 
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order to-its- influence. I find it 
needfull to reflect often, how 
near I am to ſuch an Endleſs 
State : that in one Inſtant, by 
Death, I enterupon it: and thar 
this inſtant may be as near me, as 
my next Thought. That the H. 
Scripture deſcribes the. two con- 
trary Conditions after death , 
(and eyery man and woman 1n 
the world ſhall ſhare in one of 
them ). as both Everlaſting: the 
one,. by Eternal Life, Eternal 
Glory , an incorruptible Crown , 
that fadeth not away, an incor- 
ruptible Inheritance , an Houſe 
Eternal in the Heavens , Ec. the 
other, by unquenchable Fire,a Pri- 
ſon whence .no eſcape., Eternal 
Damnation ,. Everlaſting Burn- 
ing, everlaſting Puniſhment , ever- 
lafting Deſtruttion, a worm that. 
never dies, wrath that is ever tox 


come , blackneſs of darkneſs for 
EVer, CFC. | 
; Think. 


+ 
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Think, .o my Soul! thatin one 
of theſe two contrary States, I 


| _ muſt abide for eyer. In endleſs 


: 4 au. Lett; doe? "IM oe 0 (i 6 : 


Joy, or ſorrow: Blefled in the 
preſence of God, or forever ba- 
niſht from.it. And who eyer thou 
art that'readeſit rhis, apply it ſe- 
riouſly to thy ſelf, *tis thine own- 
caſe. Yea | tell the from God,, 
that Holineſs of Heart and Life, 
15 abſolutely neceſlary to the for- 
mer, and, that without it thou 
ſhalt never ſee his face, but be 
puniſhrt with Everlaſting Deſtruc- 
tion from the preſence of his 
Glory. 

Is | this an unqueſtionable 
Truth? Olet me conſ1der it, till 
I feel the power and efficacy of 1ſo 
important a Principle! letthe im- 
preſſion be deep and laſting! let 
it peirce and enter into my ver 
ſoul! to cool the heats of G's | 
quench. ſenſual and earthly deſt- 
res, and to, mortifie all in ordi- 

—_ nate 
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nate affections to this world; and. 


fix my reſolutions to mind and 
ſeek Eternal Life with all my 
Heart ! 


Theſe are not difhcult and per- n} 


_ Niceties , which wile and 
oly men difter an41 diſagree 
about. They are not meraphiſi- 
cal Subtleties , which few can un- 
derſtand ; butthe expreſs word of 
God, and the dayly dictates of my 
own Reaſon and Conſcience : 


which all Chriſtians, andallmoſt 


an hour of great Temptation, 
confeſs and own; or whithcr they 
will or no, are forc't to expect 
and Fear, it they are notin a con- 
dition, to conſider them with a 
joyfull Hope. 

Lord ! cure the unbelieving 
| "oy concerning theſe Great 
things, which notwithſtanding 
the plaineſt Evidence, the Devil 
tnay at any time ſuggeſt! leta con- 

firmed 


all men, intheir wits, exceptin 
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firmed Faith, be the Reality of 


. whatis thus future , that my ſoul 
.may be influenc*t by them, as it 


1s wont to be by things preſent! 
Let it be the Subſtance of things 
hoped for: and the Evidence of - 
things unſcen, andas yet ata'di- 
ſtance : as it the Day of Judgment 
were allready come, and there 
were no intermediate Time to 
paſle between this and that. 
O Eternity ! Eternity ! the 


more I conlider it, the more un- 


fathomable ſtill I find it. Unchan- 
geable Bleſledneſs , or remedi- 
leſs Endleſs Torments! An Eter- | 
nall bliſsfull Day ,. or Everlaſting 
Horror , Darkneſs, and Deſpair ! 
Life or Death, Glory or Delſtruc- 
tion, tolaſtas long as the Immu- 
table Living God! Nane of the 
Patriarchs who lived longep ar- 
rived to the period of 4 T houſand. 


ears, Which in comparaifon of 


God's Everlaſtingnels is ſet forth. 


but . 
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but as ene day. Bar ſtriftly con- 
fidercd, millions of years and 
ages have no- proportion with it; 
becauſe no multiplication of 
them- will amount to Etermty. 
Whereas one hour hath ſome 
proportion to an hundred thou- 
{and years, becauſe a certaine 
number of hours will amount to 
ſo many years. But no number 
of yearsor Ages, never fo often 
multplicd, will make up Eter- 
nity :. as no ſubſtraction of Mil- 
lions ofFears will lefſen it: anin 
tire Eternity will be ſtill ro: come, 
and will ever be to come. When 
innumerable myriads .of years 
are paſt, Eternity ſhall then ſeem 
but to begin; becauſe when as 
many more are over, it-ſhall be 
as far from an end. Oh that the 
Thoughts of Eternity may be po- 
wertull and prevailing above all 


others /.that L may Judge of eycry 


thing by its relation to-it , by its 
1N- 


u 
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influence upon it! Chute now, © 
my ſoul! whitherEverlaſting Joys, 
or Mileries, ſhall be my Portion : 
but conſider well, that thine X- 
ternity is concerned in thy pre- 
ſent choice : and that this choice 
mult be purſued with ſtedfaſtneſs 
and Conſtancy , as long as I 
live: and whatarea few years to 
prepare for an Eternal State: were 
we obliged to ſpend ſeveral hun- 
dred years in ſerious humble pre- 

aration fort, with. the greateſt 
Reienels and ſeverity of Life, du- 
ring all that Time; it were infi- 
nitely leſs then to ſpend an hour 
or two, in preparing for the grea- 
teſt Dignity and Imploy on 
Earth , which can be injoyed bur 
for a few years at longeſt. For to 
theſe an hour hath ſome propor- 


' ._ tion; butan hundred or thoutand 
years have none, with an Ever- 
laſting Duration. Therefore to 
_—_ 


cr how many years of toyl, 
and 
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and pains, anddiligence, many 
beſtow on the probable proſpect 
' of ſome Temporal Good : ſhould 
reprove and ſhame my negligence 
and remiſneſs in providing for 


Eternity! 
XIX. 


The Puniſhments of the Damned 
conſidered, as intolerable, and 
Everlaiting, and as unqueſtio-' 

. aably certaine. What the Re- 
flexion upon Hell-Torments , 


may and ought to teach us. 


He Fear of the Lord is the 

__—_— Wiſdom, the 
entrance into the way of Life, as 
it is ordinarily one of the firſt 
means to awaken the ſoul to a ſe- 
rious concern for Eternity? let 
me therefore firſt conſider the 
Endleſs Puniſhment of the wick- 
cd, in theother world, before 1 
enter 
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enter upon the Raviſhing Pro- 


ſpe& of the Bleflednels of Hea- 
ven, promiſed to the Righteous. 
And with what ſerious trembling 
11d I think of the Terrors of 
Everlaſting Deſtruttion, which 
Is Lord ſhall be revealed from 
* Heaven to render , to All who 
know not God, and obey not the 
Goſpel. When the wicked ſhall 
goe away into Everlaſting Puniſh- 
. ment ; as the righteous into 
Life Eternal. The Dreadfulneſs 
af thatPunniſhment, the endleſs 
Duration of it, joyndto the con- 
' ſideration of its unqueſtionable 
Certainty , . deſerves the moſt at- 
tenitye Thoughts of every man, 
who loves his ſoul, and would 
manifeſt he doth ſo, by ſecuring 
his greateſt Intereſt. 
The deſcription of that miſe- 
ry, under in{upportable and E- 
ternal Torments, demands more 
then a tranſient yiew; becauſe no 
words 


aaa ns. i.” 


144 Devout Reflexions 


words can fuffcicatly expreſs the 
Horror of that State. What is 
it, o my foul! tobebanjht from 


the Bleſſed Sight and Prelence of ,,' 


, 


God for ever, and all the Im- 
preſlions of his holy Image and 
likeneſs ? and to know that this is 
the fruitof my,own choice, that I 
loſt it by my own Fault and Folly ; 
that 1 deſerved to loſe it; that the 
ſentence is as Juſt, as itis irreyo- 
cable? Who can fully imagine 
' thediſmal Deſpair of a condem- 
ned Sinner , under this anguiſh 
of a Guilty ſelf-accuſing Mind ? 
while under the ſtroke of God's 
Allmighty revenging Juſtice ; 
with a diltiner view and know- 
ledg, then now, of God and his 
Excellencies, of himfelt, and 
his own vileneſs and malignity, 
which muſt greatly increas his 
rage and Torment: add to this, 
his being inraged by the accuſa- 
tions and cries of wicked Ac- 

quain- 


| 


p 


y 
: 
; 
| 
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uaintance, and Relations: and 
his being mockt, and inſulted 
over, and tortured, by malicious 
damned Spirits; with a clear un- 
deritanding of that glorious Fc- 
licity he deſpiſed, refuted, and 
forfeited ; with adeep ſenſc of his 
former Madneſs in preferring 
the ſinful] Pleaſures and Advan- 
tapes of this world : and this after 
ſo many warnings, and invita- 
tions, and calls from God, to 
have preyented.it; never to be di- 
verted one moment from the 
conſideration , ſenſe and feeling 
of his miſcry, and the duration 
of it; tohave all his Paſſions let 
looſe with the greateſt violence 
and nothing to latisfie them ; and 
continually to preſerve an Hell 
of wickedneſs and Horror in him 
ſelf; and to indure the reproaches 


_ convictions , regrets, & ſtinging 
F Reflexions of Conſcience , the 
| Gnawing worm which ſhall never 


aye c 


Vide Mar. 
Faxtcrs 
Saints Neſ?e 
part. 2. 
chap. 4. 


146 Devout Reflexions 


dye* who can conceive the unſpea- 
kable miſery of ſuch an accurſed 
State ? So great Calamity, & yet 
Everlaſting / Howlong doth one 
Day or Nightnow ſeem,toa man, 
under fſoine violent racking 
Paine, in any one part of his 
body, tho.hebe under the means 
for care, and have his friends 
abouthim to pitty., comfort, and 
afſift him , with the hopes of eaſe 
in alittle while, and the certaine 
Kknowledg that it cannot laft 
long? Oh what then will be the 
ditmal ſtate of tormented {inners 


in Hell 7 how infinitely mutt it A | 
exceed the moſt Terrible Idea we 


can now frame of it! to languiſh 
out along Eternity in that -Gulph 
of Darkneſs and Deſpair, under 
unpitied intolerable: Torments , 
without Intermiſſion , or hope of 
End! Miſeries without meaſure! 
Judgment without Mercy! Pains 
and ſorrows intenſe, and yet End- 


leſs! 
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; leſs! withoutthe leaſt ſuccour or 
; relief, relaxation or remedy, di- 
| minution or change! without a 
| drop of Comfort, withouta mo- 

ments Reſt, - without the ſmalleſt 
beam of Light, or the leaſt glim- 
mering of Hope ! Perpetually 
dying, and never dead! under 
unſufterable Wrath , which yet 
will be for ever Wrath to come! 
| ſeeking Death, and never able 
|- tofindit, butErernallyto indure 
/ all that Calamity, which the Con- 
' junctionof Death and Life toge- 
; ther can render dreadfull ! what 
Groans and Cries will theſe 
Thevghts, and theſe ſufferings 
wring from their Hearts? Butno 
Retuge will then be found, no 
excuſes admitted, no prayers, no 
intreaties will then preyail, no 
Tears move pitty. He that made 
| them will ſhow them no mercy, 

and he that formed them will ſhow 
them no favor. When once deli- 


G 2 vered 
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yered over to that prifan ofGod's 
wrath, they ſhall no longer be 
riſoners of Hope. Judgment 
thall be brought torth unto final 
victory : and the Redemption of 
the {oul ſhall ceatec for ever. 
Might we but ſuppoſe , that one 
of thoſe Miſerable Souls in the 
place of Torment did ler fall but 


one Tear,..in an hundred thou- - - 


land years; andif after he had by 
this means weptiſo much, as that 
his Tears would equall the drops 
of water in the whole Sca, his 
Miſery ſhould haye an end; this 
were Hope,this were Camfort. But 
alas! after that period , his Miſery 
will be as far from an end,as when 
kcArſtbegan tofeelit. Itwill theg 
be bur the Begimming of ſorrows , 
which will zever, zever,never End. 

Think, o my Soul, that this is 
the Portion of the Sinners Cup :; 
this is the wages of Sin: and the 


certaine doom of final Impeni- 


rence 
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tence andunbelief. *Tis no po- 
litick Cheat, or melancholy 
dream, but the expreſs repeated 
word of God, and Chrilt, the 
holy Prophers , and Apoltles. 
and the yoice of Reaſon too, ſup- 
poling but the Immortality of  $ 


. ſoul, and the power of felf-Re- 


flexion: the puniſhment of Sin- 


ners muſt needs be Everlaſting, 
as carrying continually an Hell 
within them, unleſs God work a 
miracle to prevent it , which there 
is no ground to imagine he will, 
or ſhadow of reafon why he 
ſhould. God hath pawn'd his 
Truth, and his Eternity , to exe- 
cute this ſentence of his threatned 
wrath. He is a God of infinite 
mercy, *tis true , but he hath 
told us how far his Mercy ſhall ex- 
tend. He will not exerciſe one 


Attribute to the dishonor and 


the diſparagement of the reſt. 
That obſtinate and impenitent 


Go. 3 Sin" 
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Sinners, ſhall thus periſh, is not 
becaufe the Goodneſs and mercy 
of God are not infinite, but be- 
cauſc his other PerfeCtions are ſo, 
viz. His Holineſs, Juſtice, Truth, 
Soveraignty, and wiſdom. Was 
- 1twiſdomand goodneſs to annex 
ſfucha penalty to the violation of 
his law, and can it be inconliiſtent 
with them, to infli& his threatned 
wrath? Shall we ſuppoſe God to 
uphold his dominion and go- 
verniment by a Falſhood? to keep 
the worldin awe by the menaces 
of ſuch Puniſhments, as ſhall no 
where , never be cxccuted? Is 
itunlikely , that God ſhould exer- 
ciſe ſo muchſeverity? andis it not 
as improbable, that his repeated 
word & Oath ſhould prove fals?Is 
it notarighteous thing with God, 
as the Governor of the World, 
thus to puniſh the obſtinate Deſ- 
ifers of his Grace ? who lighted 
by Authority , diſobeyed his Law, 
aftronted 
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| affronted his Soveraignty,derided 
' his Power, denied his Truth, 


contradicted his Holineſs, and 


| joyn'd iflue with the Devill, to 


zull him from his throne; who 
abuſed his Patience and Long fut- 
fcring, andicorned all his threat- 
nings ; who. thruſt away their own 


«<Happincſs,, and would not take 


warning ; who burſt all his bands 
aſunder, and broke thro all ob- 
{tructions, and would not be 
ſtoptin their courſe of vanity and 
tolly, or ſo much as conſider their 
danger; who rejected his calls ts 
Repentance , and refuſed his 


mercy, whenitwas offered; and 


preter'd a Luſt before his favor, 
and the pleaſures and profits-of 
this world before the Heavenly 
Glory ; and notwithſtanding all 
the methods of his Grace, and 
the checks of his Providence, 
and of their own Conſcience, 
they would goe on, tlicy would 

G 4 Dye? 


wicked, whoſe preſent Joy muſt 


room. How ſhort is the Foy of | 
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Dye? Letme, o my ſoul !adore ? 
the Soveraign Fuftice of God in *' 
all his Judgments; and tremble 
at the threatnings of that Eternal 
Wrath, which ſo few confider or. ; 
believe, nll *ris toolate. Letthe ; 
forefight and the fear of ſuch an 
intolerable endleſs Puniſhment, 
be a means to ſave me from it 
let me hercin read the Evill of 
jin, and learn toabhorr and avoid © 
it. Letmepitty, andwarn, and. 
counſet, and pray for thoſe of my | 
Relations and Acquaintance , 
wholivein fin, and run the ha- 
zard of this Eternal Ruine. Let | 
me not envy the fooliſh Mirth, | 
and momentany Proſperity of the | 


ere long expire, and an Ever- | 
laſting Deſtruction fucceed in its 


the Hypocrite, and the Triumph of 
the wicked 1s but for a moment. | 
Let me fear and dread every | 
| thing, 
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thing , that leads to this diſmal 
flue : and, improve cvcry thing 
that may help me to eſcape it. And 
by —————, let me leſs ya- 
lue all the Good and Evill of this 
pos Life: judge of al! things 

y this light: be patient under 
Temporal Calamities, and thank 
God that it. is: not Hell: and 
thank him more , that preſent 


from Etcrnal ones. 

Did I believingly conſider «az 2 non 
Everlafting Heil, I ſhould not wag om 
think much of any thing that is Tonitrne, 
required to prevent it, the ſe-4,,;;, 7:4 
yereſt exerciles of Religion, the moriuns _ 
ſtricteſt Temperance , the nigg y_ | 
Chaſtity , : the largeſt . Charity , i» 
the greateſt ſelfdenial , all the 
Hardſhips of Repentance and 
mortification , and continuance 
therein to the death, tho for many 
years more then I am like tolive, 
would be reckon'd Eaſy, as well 

5 as 
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as Juſt ,. if ſet in the balance a- 
gainit the EternalMiſchiets of the 
Damned. 

What will not men do,& ſuffer 
to preventa Tempozal Death ? 
They will endure a painfull 
courſe of Phylick ; tear our their 
very bowells,. by purges and vo- 
mits: and are content to. be cut 
and icarified, and to ſuffer any 
thing almolt to ſave their lives : 
but how little will they do, to 
be ſaved from the wrath to come! 
One would think, they ſhould 
have no Reſt, or Peace, or be 
able to live a quiet hour, ill they 
had made ſome Provition againit 
* hazard of this Eternal. De- 

ion: and look uponall men 

as their Friends, or Enemies, ac- 
cording io thc help, or hindran- 
ce, they received from them, in 
reference to it, But the direct 
Contrary is every where appa- 
rent. Men are careleſs and ſc- 
cure, 
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cure,. jovial and' merry, 1n the 
way that leads. to: Hell , and 
eſteem, and love, and chooſe 
that Company ,. that will help to 
bring them to this place of tor- 
ment. Yea ſuch is their ſtupidi- 
ty, and ſtrange Peryerſneſs; that 
they will not tufter ro be' told of 
their danger. It you tell them, 
that by ſuch a courſe, or ſuch an 
Action, they will loſe ſo much 
money ,. or. their lives will be in 
in danger, we reckon it an'ob- 
ligation, will take itkindly, and 
return you thanks. But when they 
are told by ſuch Courſes and Ac- 
tions, they will loſe their-fouls, & 
the tavor of God, & the hopes of 
Heaven, and mult periſh for e- 
ver; this they will not receive, 
they deſpiſe the meſlage, and 
ſcorn and hate the Meſſenger ; 
are diſpleaſed and angry at ſuch 


_ Faithfulneſs. 


O Bleſs the Lord, o my Soul ! 
Go. for 
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for any good hope, thro Grace 
of cicaping this Intolerable and 
Endleſs Miſery. And let all that 
is within me , bleſs his holy Name. 
And let me heartily compaſſio- 
nate the deluſion of. thoſe multi- 
tudes of decetved , periſhing 
Souls, whote Eyes are blinded 
by the God of this world; who 
will not believe it, till they are 
convinc't by the Light of that 


* ouiſht. YeawhenlT read or hear 


flaine ina War, (whither of In- 
fidels, or Chriſtians,) let me 
think of it, with other. appre- 
henfions then formerly I was 
wont to doe. Conſidering that 
many, it. may be the moſt, of 
theſe ſhall never have any Com- 
fort or Mercy more : fearing leaſt 
the ſame ſword or Bullet, that 


hath fixt them under God's Ever- 
laſtin g 


Fire which ſhall never be cxtin- 


of ten or twenty thouſand men. | 
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laſting Wrath: and that by dying, 
they are undone for ever. In very 
many other caſes, the Faith of 
' this Article would rectifie my opi- 
; Nnions,- and dire iny Actions ; if 

ferioufly bs , and im- 
proved. This would make me 
* think of Death, under another 
' Notion, then *tis commonly con- 
fidered. For without the can{ide- 
ration of Hell annexed to it, it is 


| not1o very formidable, butthar 
| Heathen have been able to deſ- 


. | piſeit. The moſt contrary Secs 


| among them,on different grounds. 
: havebecn able todo it: bur:con- 
| tider Death, asa paſlage to Eter- 
| nal miſery, as the Gate of Hell, 
/ as the End of all Comfort to a 
; wicked Man, and the Beginning ' 
| ofan Endleſs Calamity, and no- 
thing can be imagined more 
dreadfull to a Guilty unholy 
.j. Soul. Some of my Acquaintan- 
ce, it may be, whodyed this laſt 
: G5 year,. 
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year, are now among thoſe Ho- | 


peleſs Deſpairing Wrretches , 


who experthe final Judgment of ! 


God, to conſummate their in{up- 
portable Miſery. It they were 
| permitted to come ,. and.tell us, 
what they ſufter, and what they 
know ; what a terrible.conſfumin 
Fire Godis ; what Vanity, Luſt, 
and Folly brought them to this 
place of Torment; what diligence 
they would advileusto, whilcin 
a ſtate of Hope, to prevent the 
like ; if we have any love and 


:* Kindneſs for our ſelves, any bo- 


wells of Compaihion to our own 


Souls; whata change do we thin 


it would work upon us? Bur it | 
we wilt not hear Moſes and the 
Prophets, Chriſt, and his Apoſt- 

les, neither ſhould we believe, tho 
ens came from the Dead. 
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XX. 


The Eternal Bleſedneſs of 
HEAVEN conſidered , as 
the Perfettion of Holineſs :. to 
quicken our deſires and endea- 
vors after greater Meetneſs to 


poſſeſs it. 


De=® one year aſter another 
haſten me to the end of Ti- 
me? anddoththe Blefledneſs of 
Eternity depend, on the Com- 
munications- I now receive from 
God? onthe preparations I now 
make , and the meetneſs I can 
now attaine for Eternal Fejgcity 
God and 
Saviour? O with what Intenſe- 
neſs of mind, ſhould I now pro- 


fecute that gloiious object! with 


what unwearied diligence ſhould 
E run the race that 1s ſet beforc 
me? LeaſtI fall ſhort of the In- 
cor- 
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corruptible Crown of Life 2 how 
ſhould every thing be underva- | 


lued, and rejected , that would 
divert, retard, or hinder me from 
purſuing this end? Lord! benor 
a ſtranger to my ſoul in this di- 
ſtant Wilderneſs ſtate ! Let me 


ſce more of thy light! bertrans- | 
ftorm'd more into thine Image !. : 


experience more of thy Love!. 
feel more of thy vial Preſence, 


and quickening Spirit! ler the 


divine life in my ſoul be more po- | 


werfull! andthe characters of thy 
Likeneſs be more legibly ſtampr 
upon it! by the dayly exerciſe of. 
Faith, and Hope, and holy At- 
feMons , carry me thro this 
World! till my Pilgrim ſtate be 


over ,. and thou haſt broughtme | 


to perfect Everlaſting Holineſs! 
And let the believing fore- 
thoughts of it, fillall the powers 
of my ſoul, with Joy, and won- 
der, Delire, and Love ! 


Giye | 
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Give me, Lord !. to think a- 


* right of the Heavenly Glory: as 
; aconfirmed State of polnive per- 
; feEholineſs; of heavenly Light, 
| Love, Liberty, and Joy : with 
| the ſatisfying vition of God, in 
| the face of Chriſt, and his im- 

| prefled Likeneſs : dwelling for- 
'* everinthe direct and ſteady view 
| of histransforming Glory: with ' 
; compleat conformuty of the ſoul, 


to Eternal Goodneſs, Truth,. 


| and Love, as its perfection: 


eſteeming nothing, defiring no- 


j thing but that God and Chriſt 
; may be glorified with an intire 
| ſubjecion tohis will, adherence 
; tohim, Reſt and Confidence in 
| him: ſwallowed up in the love, 


| admiration, and praiſe of God, 


and our Lord Jetus: livingin joy- 
full repeated Acts of Subjection, 
Adoration , and acknowledg'd 
Dependance : raviſht to behold: 


of. 


oy 
| 


I G62 Devout Refiexi ons 


of Chriſt? ſee his bleſſed Image 
pertet in every one ok. « 
Saints, &c. When all the preſent 
Blindneſs of our minds, the er- 
rors of our Judgment, the Per- 
verineſs of our Will, the difor- 
der and rebellion of our Paſhons, 


the remaining Averſation from | 


God, and disaticciion to him, 
which in this world we complaine 
of, ſhall ali be done away. The 
Fleſh ſhall no more luſt againit 
the Spirit; or the Law in our 
M-moers againſt the Law of our 
Minds, butan Everlaſting Tran- 
quillity and holy Peace take pla- 
ce: a Peace, which paſleth all 


underſtanding; without any out- | 


OI 
ward Moleſtation , or inward 


cauſe of diſquier. 

Our corrupted Nature ſhall no 
more caſt forth mire and dirt as 
Now : we ſhall have no more vaine 
or wicked Thoughts; no more 
Gnfull Fears, or fooliſh Hopes ; 
un- 
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Samay tar-s. Heats, unruly De- 
e | fires, ſenſual Inclinations, Earth- 
t {ly Aﬀections, feeble, flothfull, 
-. | Spiritleſs Duties, dead and heart- 
r= | leſs Prayers cold Thanks gi- 
-. | vings, &c. but as we ſhall then 
«, | know God without Error, and 
n | {ee our Lord Jeſus face to face, 
{o we ſhall love him without re- 
e |} ſerve, more then now we can 
e | think; and ſerve him without 
{ | dullneſs and diſtre&tion ; and 
ir | praiſe him without: wearineſs; the 
kad actings of our ſouls ſhall 
have no allay of drofſe. And thus 
ſhali we be with him, and admire 
and injoy him, without end. 

Thus when Deeth is ſwaellow- 
ed up in v;ory, and what was im- 
perte& is done away, and what 
was corruptible and mortal hath 

uron Immortality; God in Chrift 
ſball be All in All, And when it 
is truly and perfccily ſo, Then it 
is Heaven. A Word, thocom- 
monly 
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monly uſed, as little underſtood, | 
as Holineſs ; which is one ofthe iP 
ereateſt Myſteries in the World. (© 
Burt will hereafter be fully and 
delightfully underſtood, by the | © 
Blefled Saints: as the Malignity,.! Je 
and intrinfickEwill, of Sin ſhall }! 
be, by the Damned Spirits. = 
| OdathatI might now feel more h 
of this Heavenly Life begun, } C 
and carried on in my ſoul, by a 
farther participation of his-holy je 
Image , and conformity to his| b 
will! by more vital eftecis ot his h 
indwelling Spirit, in my ſoul, 
forming it to n a Temple to him- |} 
ſelf, for his own delightfull re- 
ſidence ! that. forgetting that, 
which I have received, I may ſtill 
be Covetous and deſirous of mo- 
re: forgetting what 1 have at- 
tain'd, I may preſs on with an 
holy Earernes and Feryency to- 

wards the mark ! 
Wrhen I ſeriouſly examine my 
Own 
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| own heart, had I nothing elsto 
; prove the weakneſs af my Grace, 
'& the {finfull remainders of unbe- 
lief, butthe low deſires, and few 
| contortable Thoughts,the ſeldom 
1joyfull proſpe& of this Bleſled 
State, how tad an Evidence were 
1:t? that I breath with no more 
| Impatience , after that Blefſed 
holy Reſt , in the injoyment of- 


| God and Chriſt; and labor no 


norc in preparing for it? when 
{all the Detires of our Souls ſhall 
be fix't on Him, and filled with 
him, as our Infinite and ſupreme 
}Good: and all the Expectations 
j of Faith and Hope , twallowed 
upin endleſs admiration, grati- 
tude, and Joy: being tully ſatis- 
fied and at Reſt, ay. Preſence 
and yifion of God; without the 
leaſt Inclination or Detire of 
change. And by conlequence, 
There will be no need of 1No- 
elty, as now, togiyearchſhto 
-OUr 
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our Happineſs. All Happineſs 
in this world is by comparing 2 


man's preſent Condition, with 


his paſt, or with that of ſome In- 
feriors. But the Intrin{ick Good, 
Felicity , and Joy of Heaven, 
will need no ſuch foiie to ſet it off ; 
no ſuch compariſon to make it 
prized. The Blefled Spirits will 
never loſe the lively ſenſe of that 
low and miſcrable Condition , 


from which they were raiſed to fo * | 
oreata Glory: and ſo will ever 
equally rejoycc in the Happineſs | 


of their Tranſlation and wonder- 


full change. And what was ar firit 


delightfull, will for ever be ſo; 


and not be diſdain'd or leflen'd by 


a continuance: as it happens in | 


_ thisworld, from the Emptineſs, 


| ſhallowneſs, and vanity of the ' 
Creature. An Aﬀecation of va- PB 
riety, and deſire of change, pro- { 
ceeding allways from a ſenſe of |. 


want. But Holy Souls ſhallnever 
- be 


oF ue OR 
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be weary of ſeeing, loving, and 


injoying God; his bleſlced pre- 


&. fence will aftord us undecaying, 
F andendleſs ſatisfaction : Pleaſu- 


res, nevertobcintirrupted,' or 
abated, and never to ceas. The 
bleſſed object is abſolutely Inft- 
nite, and fo will be allways zew 
to a finite underſtanding, aad 
' continual freſh Communications 
from his infinite fullneſs, muſt 
needs make our ſubjective Hap- 
ineſs to be allways zexw, & Eter- 

- nally So. | 
Let me by ſuch Thoughts 
quicken and excite my diligent 
endeavors, after a'greater meet- 
neſs to injoy ſo Great a Bliſs. 
And to-tuatend conſider whither 
+ any of thoſe happy ſouls, whe 
" have finiſht their courſe, and ob- 
tained the Prize, do now regret 


- {- theirutmoſtdiligence, patience. 


. and perſeyerance, during their 
ſhort abode here , to ſecure the 
S =_ 
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Bleflednefs of an. Endleſs Lite, 
No, no, they are far from re- 
penting the Time they ſpent, the 
trouble they were at, the care | 
they uted , the difhculties they | 
met with, the ſufterings they in- 
dured: to conflict with the world, 
and the fleſh, toreliſt remptation, | 
to watch over their Hearts, and 
words, and ways, to work out 

their Salvation, to pleaſe God, 
and be faithfull ro him , &c. 
They find to their unſpeakable 
comtort,and Everlaſting Joy,that |, 
Heaven makes amends tor all | 
they could do or fuftcr in order to | 
their coming thither. Yea they 
find, that they were not diligent, | 
and humble, and patignt, and { 
circumipe&t enough. Thar they | 


did not love God, and ſeek his | 


glory, redeem their Time, and 
improve all their Talents and op- 
portunities of doing and recei- 
ving good , and give. up.them- 


ſclves | 
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ſelves intirely to prepare for 
Heaven , to that degrec, they 
ſhould have done. . They find, by 
the tranſcendency of the Bleſſed 
Recompence , that it deſerved 
infinitely* more then the molt 
active zealous Chriſtian upon: 
earth did everdo, in order to 
1k. 

Lord ! quicken my Refolu- 
tions and Endeavors, by ſuch 
thoughts as theſe ? inſpire my 
ſluggith carnal Heart, with holy 
Light, and Life., and Zeal, and 
fervor! that looking to the things, 
which are not ſeen, which are £- 
ternal, 1 may lay up a good Foun- " Tim. 6. 
dation , againſt- the Time to 2s 
come, and ſo lay hold of Eternal 
Life ! 

mw alas ! how much have I ne- 
glccted the great Duty of Holy 
meditation ? how little skill and 
experience haveIinit, how taſt- 
leſs and infipid oftentimes are my 

H Thoughts 
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Thoughts of God! how confuſed 
and unſteady! how l:ttle Plealure 
or advantage have I by contem- 
plaing his Highelt Excellencies ? 
Yet methinks , could 1 but rc- 
zaine the fame awakened lively 
thoughts of Heaven, and Ecer- 
nai Lite, wkich ſometimes I have 
had; migh: I continualiy feel 
the ſweet and ſacred Influence as 
:0T a littie teaſon I have lometi- 
mesfeltit; how little, how very 
a Nothing, would all his world 
be to me | how comparatively 
weak, i:sftrongeit and moit all- 
uring inares, to araw me off from, 
God ! with -what an unſhaken 


mind could 'I refuſe and re- | 


hitem ! with what an uncon- 
cerned indiflerence could I look 


npon all iis moſt charming | 


Glory! 


Could I m:intaine ſuch a frame - 


of Spirit , as I have ſometimes 
had tor a litie while ; in the ie- 
r10us 
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rious contemplation of diyine 
myſteries, in teryent Prayer, and 
other ſolemn duties of Religion ; 
when the acts of Faith were ſtrong 
and lively, my heart ſet on fire 
with loye to God, and holy brea- 
things after him, admiring his 
matchleſs Grace to failen Sin- 
ners; (and to my Soul in parti- 
lar :) when he brought me to the 
very ſuburbs of Heaven, (tho 
alas! how ſeldom,) by the de- 
lightfull _ of what the 
Bleſſed Spirits above injoy ; in 
being where Chrilt is, and be- 
holding his Glory: when I was 
ready to ſay within my lelf,*”7ss 
good to be Here: this is no @ther 
then the gate of —_— ; Oh when 
all Mortality be ſwallowed up © 
4 Life! But Le lar on A 
any time to fix and ſettle in ſuch 
ſweet X Contemplations , » how 
quickly did my lazy backward 
H 2 Heart 
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Heart flye oft! how ſoon did the 


flame decay, and dye away ! how 
ſoon did I find my felt fallen 
down to Earth againe ! ſunk 
down from the boſome of my 
Lord, preſently forgot my ſelf, 
and Heaven, to dwell among the 
Pots, and imbrace a dunghill ! 
"Twas not on my own wings, © 


Lord! thatIſoared fo high; bur 


| Wu ah 
is.” I hope, by the breathings of that 
£ - H. Spiritof Light and Love, who 


bloweth when, and where, and 


how long he liſteth. Who gave . 


me atany time any ſuch firſt fructs 


of the Spirzt ; who convinc't me ' 
of the Certainty of the Heavenly 


Inheritance, by alively belicving 
foreſight .of it ; who made me 
carneitly defire the wings of a 
Dove to be gone, and appear be- 
fore God in Sion ; made me pant, 
and groan to be delivered, and 


to be with God, and Chriſt, with 


iN 
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inexpreſſible defire and joy, un- 
conceivably mixt together with 
iighs and Groans. O my God! 
let not this experience be only 
ſucha Taſte of the Powers of the 
world to come , as 1s conliitent 
with. final Apoſtacy! only the 
ſeeming zeal of the ltony.ground! 
the rapturous Joy of an hypocrite! 
from the power of Imagination, 
and ar heated Fancy; from the 
workings of meer natural ſelf 
love; upon miſtaken apprehen— 
{lions of God, anda tals Opinion 
of Heaven! but by the holy ef- 
fects, let me be aflured of the 
cauſe and Principle; that it was- 
of God! 

Teach me from the ſweetneſs. 
of a Spiritual Communion with. 
God now in any of his apointed: 
Ordinances, to argue to my ſelf 
what that moſt raviſhing fatis- 


faction will. be, that the En- 


* 3 © 7 
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joyment of God in Heaven will 
aftord the foul. Our Holineſs 1s 
now imperfect, to what it ſhall be: 
and therefore our Conſolation , 
_ Peace, and Joy, is bur in part, 
and jincomparably leſs then we 
are aſſured it will be, when we 
ſhall be admitted to behold the 
Glory of the Lord. *Tis now at 
molt but as the Break of Day, to 
the luſtre of the , Meridian Sun: 
Butif in this low 1mperfect State, 
we can ſometimes obtaine ſo near 
- 2 view of his Glory, and feel 
ſuch ſweet communications - of 
his Grace 5 how much more of 
this conſolation and Joy is reſer- 
ved to Heayen ? If in this Pilgriin 
Itate, the gifts and graces, and 
comforts of the H. Spirit are ſo 
refreſhing ; O what hath God pre- 
pared beyond the Grave, tor 
thoſe who love him! If now he 
{ometumes ſhed abroad his love in . 
our 


- 
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| our Hearts, after ſuch a manner ; 


how much better ſhall I love him, 
and feel the influence, and evi- 
dence of his Love to me, when I 
ſhall be with him, and ſee him 
face to face? If the a prehenl1ons 
of this future Blefſedneſs, do now 


encourage, raiſe , and animate my 


{ drooping ſoul ; O what ſhall I 


know, and (ce, and how ſhall I 
rejoycegyhen the yail is remoyed! 
It a Sacramental Communion 
with God and”). Chriſt be ſome- 
times ſo ſweet, and fo afteing; 
what will the Blefled Commu- 
nion with God, and all his Saints 
above amount to! when I ſhall fit 
down with all the Children of 
God, inthe Preſence of the Bri- 
degroom,at the la{t Great Supper 
of the Lamb in Glory ! If the ear- 
neſt of our Inheritance be ſore- 
viving, what will be the fiubPoſ- 
ſeſſion of it! If the Hopes of that 

H 4 _ glo- 
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glorious day, by holy medita- 
tion, be ſo tranſporting ; what 
will be the end of our Faith and 
Hope? If a Grape or two in 
the Wilderneſs, be ſuch a_cor- 
diallj; what will be the whole 
vintage in the Land of Pro- 
mile! | 
Shall I after all this forget my 
own Experience, and run from 
God and Heayen, to imbrace or 
{eck a periſhing Toy ? Shall I 
nide my (elf, witI® Saul, among 
the ſtuft, and lumber of this. 


world, when Gad 1s calling me 


to a Glorious Crown ? Art thou, 


o my Soul! a Kings Son, an Heir 
of Heaven, an expectant of ſuch 
GreatFelicity; and yet ſtoop {o 
low> Hope tor Heaven ; and yet 
graſp this Earth, and hugg the 
vaine , Appearances of Earthly 
Googg Hope to be like to God: 
(and oh how Glorious an Hope 

IR. is 


* 


' 
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is that!). to pertake of- his Image, 
and liye Eternally with him ;. and. 


. fetbe lollicitous, anxious, and. 


diſquieted about Honor, and. 
money, and a Temporal Intereſt ? 
and mightily concerned about 
the momentany gratifications of 
the Fleſh,, and the Injoyments of 
this World? Artthou a Pilgrim, 
and Stranger here; and travelling 
home to the Heavenly Country, 
and yet Eager and paſſionate 
about Earthly Things ? Should 
an Heart, thatis ſet upon Kea- 
ven,. (or. may be ſo, and ought 
to be ſo,) ſhould itburn with ſuch * 
kirchin, ſuch common Fire ?. and 
negle&t the unconceivable Ri- 
ches, and Pleaſures, and Immor- 
tal Honors of the other Life > 
and the dawnings of that Glory 
upon my ſoul,. by the foretaſts 
of itin this? Should 1 not live, 
as ſeeking ſuch things? as ex- 
peRing ſuch a Glory? And are 

fas Care 
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careleſs and indifferent thoughts, 
fleepy heartleſs prayers, faint and 
weak indeavors, becoming in 
{ucha caſe? Shall Inot mend my 
pace, and double my diligence 
in my preparatory work? When 
I can believingly foreſee the 
Blefled Recompence ; Waytin 
tor that Everlaiting Light of the 
Sun of Righteouſnes, which no 
Ecclipſe ſhall ever darken or ob- 
{cure ; for that Eternal Glorious 
Day, which ſhall never be cloſed 
with an Evening. When I ſhall 
ſee the face of God, in Chrilt, 
and be like him, participate more 
of kis image, reſt in his love, and 
dwell for ever in the light of his 
Countenance : according to the 
Prayer and Promile of my Blefled 
Saviour. And ought not ſuch a 
proſpect to ſweeten the Bitterneſs 
of all our intermediate ſufferings? 
we are now oftentimes in heavi- 
nefs, and ſorrow; but Eternity 
will 


ET Oe 3 
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will be enough for an interrupted 
Joy. When we ſhall exchange all 
our troubles forEyerlaſtiug Reſt; 
our priſons for perfect liberty ; 
our Poverty tor the Riches of 
God; darknels for Light; diſcord 


ftorlove; deformity for beauty, 


our weaknefles, and preſent lan- 
guiſhings, for ſtrength and vi- 

or; folly for wiidom; diſgrace 
tor Glory ; ſickneſs and paine for 
Eternal Eaſe and Health; the 
Anunal for the Angelical Lite; 
imperfection and pollution for 
conſummate Holinefs ; our Sighs, 
and Tears, and Sorrows, and 
complaints, for triumphant E- 
verlaiting Praiſe; ourlofles, at- 
fronts, diſapointments, perple- 
xities, fears, groans, and Death, 
for crowns and ſcepters, hymns . 


and Hallelujahs, light, and life, 


. and Bliſs unutterable; and ſuck 


greatthings, as are fit for usto 
hope, but too Great to be now 


H 6 par- 
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articularly underſtood and talker 
of; while zwe know but in part , 
and ſee thro a glaſs aarkly : yea it 
ſeems as if it were not lawfull to 
utter'em. 2 Cor. 12. 4. and now 
they can not be expreſt, or full y 
known ; for Eye hath not ſeen , or 
car heard, or can it enter into the 
Heart of man to concerve that pre- 
pared Glory. ; 


XXI.. 


A devout Meditation, upon the 
73 Pſalm 27, Whom have I 
12 Heaven but thee? and there 
is none upon Earth that I delire 
beſides thee. 


Hat. is there in. Heaven or 
in Earth, o Lord! but Thy 
Preſence to be valued, loyed, de- 
fired, choſen, fought, or de- 
lighredin? there is nothing in ei- 
ther world detireable without 
Thee , 


mediate communications of 


Thee; nothing certainly above 
Thee; nothing in Compariſon 
with Thee. In Thee alone I truſt. 


- On Thee I depend. In Thee l re- 


pole my confidence and hope. 
From thee I expe& all my felici- 
ty , and Salvation. What everl1 
can loſe, yet with the continuance 
of thy Favor, .which is my Life, 
I have ſtill Enough. With that 
I am Rich, and without itI am 
poor and- miſerable. And if I 
want the Love of God, all that 
Heaven and Earth can give beſt- 
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des will notmake my Happy. In . - 


"Thee, therefore 1 would termi- 


nate all my affedtions, all my de- 
vorions !- There is nothing of 


Heaven to be had on Earth, but - 


in thy favor, image, and loye, 
and rhe reviving Senſe of it. And 
all the Heaven 1 expect hereaf- 


ter, *tisin the more tull and im- 


theſc, 1n thy bleſſed Preſence. L 
5+ 7 Call. 


* res, andbethe proper object af . 


8 
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can defire nothing, upon Earth:; 
I can joy nothing in Heavep, 
but Thee! both here and there, 
thou art, and ſhalt ever be my All» - 
ſufficient ſatisfactory Portion, my.* *, 
Everlaſting All None els can ** 


T 


be the Portion of my ſoul. No- | 


thing els can fill. up all irs wants, . 
anſwer all its cravings, be ſuited *. 
ro all its capacities, appeaſe and 
charm all its reſtleſs motions, and_ | 
give complacence to all its Deſi- 


all its Afetions. 

What is there els can juſtly 
claime my Love* or pretend ol - 
my {upreme Afﬀection, in com- 
pariſon with God ? Thou art 
alone the proper center of it. 
Thine infinite and incomparable 


Excellencics, {who art Love it + 


{clf,) delerve my choiceſt Love': 

and thy numberleſs mercies and - 
Benefits chailenge it, as a. juſt 
debt; asapeice ot Homage due 
; irom 


k MLS 


wy - ie 6 . P 
| [- Love! O thatDivine Love might 


| Full poſleſlion of my Heart, and 
- F wons, to pleaſe him, whom my 


| ay with thifie Apoltle, Lord ! 


if. vided for our Happineſs, by that 
* firſtand great command, of lo- 


- + 
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from All, and of ſpecial Grati- 
; tude alſo from me. Oh that I 
coyld love thee above all Things! 
Who alone art worthy of ell my 


be the ruling Principle within 
me! to inſpire all my Thoughts, 
.,toregulateall my detires, to ſet 
+ all the Powers of my ſoul on 

work! O that it might rake the. 


{o animate and order all ny Ac- 
Soul Loveth! If as yet I cannor 


thou that knozweſt all things , thou 
knoweſt that I love thee. YetI can 
ſay, Lord , thes knoweft, that 
Twould love thee ! Thou haſt pro- 


ving thee with all our hearts, and 
fouls, and ſtrength. But alas! 
how backwgrd is my ſluggth car- 
* nal Heart, to this delighttull 
EXCL 
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exerciſe? tho I have ſooft been 
told, that God rs Love, and that 
he that azvelleth in ove, davellechy 
in God and Godirrhim. O ſhed 
abroad' thy love into my Soul! 
that I may feel the vital power 
and influence of it, and hve con- 
tinually in the love of God, and 
thatnothing may ever be able to- 
{ſeparate me from it: 

. Whom have I in Heaven or 
Earth, to' Zope in, but Thee? 
I expect more from Creatures, 
then they can or will pertorm: but 
God'can do for me more abun- 
dantly, then I can askor think : 

exceed my largeſt thoughts, out- 
ſtrip my higheſt expectations. 
And no man was ever difapointed 

who made Thce his Hope. When 

I meet with crofles, and wrongs, 

unfaithfulneſs, contempt, ha- 

tred, and perſecution from men ; _ 
I need not wonder. {4 was never 
told by.God, it would be other- 
| F + wiſe 


pO" "0 


| 
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wiſe here. id] look for leſs 


| from Creatures, and expect more 


from God : did I reckon this 


| World to be a ſtate of Trial , and 


nota place of Reſt and Satisfac- 
tion: my Faith and my deſires, 
would be ſtronger with reſpe&ro. : 
God, and Heaven; and tempo- 
ral Calamities and dilapoint- 
ments © leſs afflictive and yexa- 
tous. ; 
Andwhatisthere, o Lord! ir- 
Heaven , or in Earth, my fouk 
can deſire beſides Thee is there 
any thing defireable, but as it is 
thine, of thee, and- from thee? 
and bears ſome impreſſion of 
thine Excellence, or brings ſome . 


- 1ntimation of thy Love? and what 


can I reaſonably deſire ; what, that 


' 1s worth — or having, but 


thou artable to be,. and do, and: 

give ?. 
In whom:, or what ,. ſhall. I 
Rejoyces but in Thee, o Lord! 
- ſhall 


4 
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} Delight: 


© 


ſhall I ſolace mydelf in tranſitory 
Goods, that ſlipberween my fin- 


.gers; and periſhintheuting? or 


reliſh carnal Joys, which pollute 


and debafe the ſoul ? when 1 may 
and ought to rejoyce in Thee at. 


all Times, as the only Source of 
perfect Evcrlaſting Joy. Let me 
then ſtirr up my drooping, delſ- 
ponding, unbelieving Heart, to 
rejoyccin God: who takes plea- 
ſure in the chearfull ſervice and 
obedience of his children: who 


delighteth in thoſe, who delight 


y;2. 34y. 10 him. Is not Delighting in God, 
4 Hewc, of a moſt eflential vital part of Re- 
'* ligion? ſhould it not be my con- 


ſtantFrame ? hath not God ſufh- 


.ciently provided, that it may be 


fo? Can I ſay andbelieve, that 
God is the Portion of my Soul ; 
that he is my God, and I hope to 
live with him for ever, x. not 
rejoyce 5. or can I conſider the 
grace of the New Covenant, the 
match- 
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matchleis Love of Chriſt, and . : 
the precious promiſes of the Go- 
ſpel, andnotſce reaſon to rejo 

cef yeadoth my ſoul love God, 


Fand endeavor to pleaſe him. And 


isnotthe yery act and excrcile of 
holy Love, mixt with unſpeaka- 
blejſweerneſs. - 

Whom is therein Heaven, or 
in Earth, or Hell, that I ought 
to Fear, but Thee* who halt a 
negative voice in all the deſigns - 
men and Devils; an hook in their 
noſtrils; a bridle in their mouths; 
to make them fullfill thy pleaſure, 
and :n eyery thing accompliſh thy 


Soveraign Decree. 


the riches of thy Grace, and the 


Is there any Other, in whomag 
I may repoſe my Truft , but in 
Thee, oLord.! the Rock of A- 
ges ? the might of thy Power, 
the unſearchablencls of thy wis- 
dom, the Righteouſneſs. of thy 
Nature, the {tability ot thy Truth,. 


un- 
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immutability of thy promiſe, are | 


a ſure foundation,. for my foul 


to truſtto, and rely upon. "Thy } 
word ſtands firm for ever: and | 


the Truth of thine ability, and 
readineſs to help in every lime of 
need, endures the ſame thro out 
all Generations. At all times, 
and in all places, my foul may 
truſt in thee, and find relief. 
And they who know thy name 
will doſor for in rhe Lora feho- 
wah is Everlafiins Kindneſs and 
Streneth, To anſwer all my 
doubts, to ſupply all my wants, 
to fill all my deſires. May not 
God take it unkindly,. chat I truſt 
*Hhimno more? Andisitnota cri- 
minal unkindneſs ? that I give 
him not the glory of all theſe. Ex- 
cellent prs. an ,- Which are the 
os of Truſt: by a conſtant 

eady intire dependance on him 
forall that I need. 

F have none in: Heayen but 
Thee, 


— 
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| Thee, o Lord! as the objec of 
my {rvocation and Worſhip. Let 
| other Chriſtians have recourſe to 
| new Mediators, and call upon 
other Gods :. I wilk make men- 
tion of thy name , and of thy 
Righteouſneſs only. And ask of 
thee whatſoever I nced, for the 
ſake of thy Chriſt, my only adg- 
 rable AZedrator. Him thou hea- 
reſt allway ; with him thou artall- 
ways well pleaſed. I honour the 


holy Angells, as glorious Atten- 
dants about thy throne : and bleſs 
thee for them, as Miniſtring Spi- 
rits, for the good of thy Servants 
but I dare not invoke, or worſhip 
*em, becauſe they are Fellow Ser- 
vants. On the ſame account I ho- 
nouP the memory of Departed 
Saints, but neither invoke them, 
or pay them religious worſhip. 
That Glory,thou will not give un- 
t0 another. I have no precept in H. 
Scripture to direct , no promeſe 

to 
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to encourage, no Example to 
authorize the invocation of apy 
other but Thee; «7 whom I be- 
lieve, and Truſt. 10. Rom. 14. 
Having fuch a God in Heaven, 
what can I neg on Earth His 
eyes behold me, his wing 1s over 
me, his hand can ſupply me, his 


Grace provide for me. © can 


want nothing that is Good: un-} 


leſs I ſhould need ſomewhat, 
which Geg, the infinitely Bleſſed 
and Alliufticient God, cannot 
beſtow. It thou art the Portion 
of my Soul; all mine- Enemzes 
cannot make me miſerable : un- 
leſs they can void Heaven of the 
ns of Gad, hinder his carc, 

indup his hand, or obſtruct his 
Love. But tho my Enemies can- 


not, 1 fear my S17s may. z- 


 alonecan ſeparate between God, 
and my Soul, And conſidering 
'the multitude and aggravations of 
them, andthine unhpored Hol 

neſs 
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| neſs :nd Juſtice ; I ſhould have 


too much *reaſon to fear and 
tremble, yca and utterly deſpair, 
if 1 bad none Heaven but Thee. 
But thy word aſſures me, that 7 
have a AMediator there: a fait::- 
full and a compaſſionatg High 
Prieſt, feſus Chrijt the Righteous ; 
whom thou haſt exalted to be @ 


Prince, and a Saviour, to give 


_ 2e and Remiſſion of Sims. 
o lives for ever in Heaven, to 
make Interceſſion , till he hath 
brought me there, to behold his 
Glory, and pertake of it. 

That Glory, o Lord! thou haſt 
releryed for Heaven : 1n this 
world we only deſire, believe, 
and hope to injoy it Whom 


_ havelin Heayen? thatis the place 
. of Fruition. What can I deſire 


upon Earth? This world is the 
place of Deſires, as the other of 


full 7njoyment : moſt of that 


which men call Injoyment in this 
Ea 


tn. 
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Life, conliſts but in defire. De- 
fire or Zuf is all that is in the 
wicked world. 1 Zobn. 2: Cc. 13. 
the Riches of a Covetous world- 
ling makes himdeſfire more: and 


the great myltery of Intemperan- 


ceistogreate and increaſe deſires: 


& Delires of another kind are the 


portion of good men in this 
world. O thatI could breath after 
aſtate of perfect Fruition in Hea- 
ven with more importunate de- 
fires! Who will oprve me to be in 
Heaven with Thee® On Earth I 
defire nothing. So one verſion. 
Let me, © my Soul! think of 
Heaven, as1uch a place, or ſtate 
of bleſſed Injoyment ; ſpeak of it, 
ſeekit, long forit, prepare for 
it, as ſuch. And let . Chrift, 
who is ite deſire of all Nations , 
(thro whom all divine communi- 
cations are made to fallen Sin- 
ners) be the great object of my 
preſent deſires and love ! Letme 

; de- 


| 
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deſire nothing butasin him; and 
for him! that believing his word, 


obeing his Law, adoring his per- 


ſon, 1mitating his Example, tru- 


ſting his promiſe, conſttained by 
his love, pertaking of his Image, 


filled with his grace , and com- 


forted by his Spirit; my medita- 
tions of him may be ſweeter, and 


.my love ſtronger, and I may have 
.nothing more left to delire for 


mylſelt, but that God who hath 
raiſed and exaited him, would 
keep alive my faith, and hope, 
and holy deſires, till he hath made 
me meet tobe with him ;andafter 
having guided me by his Grace, 
and Spirit, and councells, -herc 
on Earth, would receive me to 
his -moſt bleſſed and=Glorious 
Preſence in -Heayen. © Amen, 
Amen. - - | | 


The 
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XX11. 


\ 


The Glorious Appearance of 


Chrift ro Fudgment conſidered 
as Certaine: the Terror, and 
AAftoniſhment, Confuſion, and 
Deſpair of the Wicked, to be- 
| bets their Fudge; and hear his 
condemning Sentence to E- 
VERLASTING Deftra- 
fion. | 


Hen our Blefſed Saviour 
ſhall appear to judge the 
world, Ircad that it ſhall be, 7 
his own Glory, the Glory of his 
Father, andof the Holy Angels. 
It by the glory of his Father, be 
meant that of the Divinity , asthe 


Original and Author of all things | 
in nature , as Creator: of the 
- World; andbythe. Glory of his | 


+ Angels, be underſtqod that 


the Legal adminiſtration : the | 


Law 


—_ 


| 
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Law. being given by the diſpoſi- 
tion of Angels: and by his own 


.Glory, thatof the Goſpel, ashe 


is the Meſſiah : thatin the Glory 
of all theſe, he ſhall come.to Judg- 
ment, we have aſummary account 


of the -three diflerent Revela-' 


tons. which God hath made of 
himfelf to mankind; by the Light 
of Nature, thatof the Law, and 
the more manitfeſt _ of the 
Goſpel. According to.which eye 
m_ is to be judged at the laſt 
day. | 

Tho .we cannot. diſtinfly tell 
what or how great: our Lord's 
Glory will then be ; we maybe 


.certame, it will be ſuitable to the 


dignity. of his Royal perſon : ſui- 
mn the. mg his Fa- 
thers Majeſty: with the ſplendor 
of a TriumphantPrince, who is 
Heir ofall Things, and hathall 
power in Heaven and in Earth 


commaitted' to him, the Great © 


I 3 Lord 
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Lord of both Worlds, Head of 
Angels an men: and ſuitable to 
his glorious office, as Mediator, 
and the apointed Judge of Quick 
and Dead. Pe 
If at his Transfiguration - his 
Face ſhone, and his Kayment was 
whiteand glittering, how much 
more ſplendid will his laſt Ap- 
pearance be? When the Bodies 
of his Saints ſhall be ſeven times 
brighter then the luſtre of the 
Sun? and if his Members ſhall 
then be ſo glorious, how tran- 
{cendently more 1o will their 
| Head, their Lord appear ? If-. 
the delivery and promulgation of 
the Law, on Mount Sinai, was 
accompanied with {ſuch circum- 
ſtances of terrible Majeſty, how 
much more may we ſuppoſe the 
__ Great Afſſize will be. attended 
.- _ with? When he comes to judge 
_ Ffortheviolationof the Law, and 
the contempt of the Goſpel. _ 
is if- 


' 
| 
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if even Moſes did then exceed- 
ingly quake and fcar, what will 
be the conſternation: and trem- 
bling ofthe wicked World at the 
Coming of Chrilt ? When he ſhall 
be revealed from Heaven, in fla- 
ming Fire, with a glorious rcti- 
nue of his mighty Angels, as fo 
many bright Stars about the more 
glorrous Sun of Rightouineſs. 
The lights of Heaven ſhall be Ec- 
clipſt: the viſible Sun ſhall yatl 
its bluſhing head as infinitely out 
ſhone : the preſent glory of the 
Creation be all benighted, by 


' reaſon of his tranſcendentBright- 
_ neſs. Yea the Heavens ſhall be 


wraptup as a ſcrol; the Elements 
melt away with a mighty noiſe; 
the Earth and all its works be 
burntup; and the whole univerſe 
as one great Bonefire, - to adorn 
the Triumph of our Lords Ap- 
pearance. And this uſhered in by 
the yoice of an Archangel, pro- 
F 3 claiming 
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claiming his approach: and the 


VOICE of God ſupplying the uſe of 


”a Irumpet, to raiſe the Dead, 


and poſſeſs mankind with an awe- 

tu!l Reverence of their Jadge. 
Thus in triumph, as a Con- 

queror and a Judge, ſhall he come 


againe, who once appear'din the - 


form of a Seryant to be judged 
and condemn'd by Man. Then he 
was called K:xg in {corn : now he 
will appear as much aboye all 
Earthly and Humane Greatneſs, 
as once he itoopt for our ſakes 
beneath it. Then the. Contempt 
of Nations, and no way eſtecm'd 
Defireabie, when he came from 
the womb of his Virgin-Mother : 
now the Terror of the World, 
when he comes againe from the 
right hand of his Father. No 
more tobe ſubje& to a ſtate of 


Meaneſs , but to render vengeance , 


ro-all, who know not God, and obey 
not the Goſpeil: and to be glort- 


fed 
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ed in his Saints, and admired in, 


| and by all them that believe. 


The Holy Scripture doth fre- 
uemtly and expreſsly aſſure us, 
that he will thus. come againe , 
and for theſe ends. He fs exal- 
ted,. and gone to Heaven, as tne 


Head of his Church, and the 


King of Glory , aud when he 
foretold his Aſcenſion ,- he gave a 
promile of his Return. The Hea- 
vens are to containe him till zhe 
Reſtitution of all things. By his 
Providence, and by_the H: Spi- 
rit, he now carries on the deſigns. 
of his Death: and when theſe 
are accompliſht , he will appear to 
the Joy of Believers , and the 
confuſion of the Wicked. He is 


entred as our Forerunner, within #5. 6.c. 
. 19, 20. 
the vail, to pm Manſions, x». c. 20. 


and to take poſleſhon for us :. and 
will not allways leave us 1n this 
dark and defiling World. He 
knoweth our ſorrows, and heareth 

I 4. Our - 
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our pravers, and bottles our 
Tears,taKes notice of our g1 oans, | 
and in all our AfMictions he is af- - | 

 flicted. Being reconciled by his \} 
Death, at his firſt Coming, we 
ſhalt b®ſaved by his Life: tince 
he lives to make good his word of 
COming againe. 

How confortable is the news of 
tt? howjoytall will be the mce- 
ting, to ſuch as expect and pre- | 
pare to ſee him? When the Sea | 
and the Graves ſhall yeild up |} 
thcir Dead, andall the Priſoners 
of Hopeliftup their heads, ariſe 
g0c up, and meet the Lord inthe 
Air, and aſcend with him to the 
Heavenly Glory. But who can 
expreſs how diſmal a Sight this 
will be to the ſecure and the Im- 
penitent, to all who dye in their 
Sins? to bchold their Zudge, 
(who formerly offered to be their 
Saviour,) upon a.glorious Thro- 
nc, andall the Children of Adam 


ſ\um- 


. 
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ſummon'd to his Tribunal! to 
have noching to anſwer againſt 
his charg. , rl no Way to elcape 
his condemning ſentence! they . 
deipiled him as a Lamb, offer'd 
in Sacrifice, totake away the {ins 
of the World : but ſhall nolon- 
gerdoſfo, when he comes as the 
Lion of the tribe of Jada , tode- 
vour and deftroy the Encmies'of 
his Crofſe.' Now, they will not 
own him for their Lord ; but 
ſhall rhen find he 1s {o, by the 
vengeance he will execute. Asa 
Feſus , as a Saviour ,. they rejec= 
red him, making lightof his Sal- 
vation, deſpiling his Mercy, re- 
fuling his Grace; but the ne- 
glecxed Golpell will then be a 
more killing Letter | then the 
Law. He i by his Ambaſſa- 
dors doth now yntreat Sinnersto 
be reconciled; will then be as 
deaf to their Intreaties,' as they 
baye becn to his. Becauſe they 
Le -— $4 would 
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would not turn at his Reproof * ; 


hearken to the call of his word 
and obey its voice, they muſt 
hear the {entence of Condemna- 


tion, and feel the Execution of. 


it, wither they wilt or.no. . Yea 
the bloud of-.his Crofle will up- 
braid, accuſe, and plead againſt 
them. And*_ what ever foolifh 
Evaſtons they now make, to con- 
tinue in ſecurity,” they ſhall then 
be ſpeechleſs and felf-condem- 
ned. Nothing will be able to hide 
them fromthe amazing Preſence 
of their Judge, or from the 
Wrath of the Lamb. Who will 
 infli& an intolerable and right- 
eous vengeance, an Everlaſting 


. Deſftruftion, _ alt tae Igno- 


rant and-ungodly World. The 


GreateſFthe Stouteſt, the boldeſt 


_ © of them ſhall then be humbled, * ; 


- and ſtand before Chriſt's Tribu- 
_ _nal, upon an equal Level with the 
meaneſt ; ſeized with horror, 
| filled 


— s 


| 
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filled with Guilt, Anguiſh, and 
Deſpair :- and find to theit Eter- 
nal Confuſion that the Fudge is no 
reſpeter of Perſons ,but every man 


ſhail- receive according. to his 


W T7ks. The Mighty ſhall notbe 
{pared for his Greatneſs, nor the 
mean man for his Poverty. O 
Fool! o Wretch thatIam, ſhali 
many then ſay , who now brave it 
out in Pride and"yanity, uncon- 
cern'd about a future | Mmenray 
not to be perſuaded by the Ter- 
rors of the Lord, which was fo 
often warn'd aad forctold of! 
what refuge of Hope can I now 
flye tof what can I ſay for-my 
ſelf? whatcanl doe toeſcape, to 
dye ,. to exiſt no longer ? Iwould 
haye no compaſſion on my own 
Soul ; I would notſo much as con- 


| fiderits Danger ;I ſhall now find 


none from Chriſt, -I cat expe&t 
none! 'his Mercy is gone, and 
gone for eyer! Iamloſt, undone 


— 
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tormented, and muſt Eternally , Þ . 


beſo! O the amazement, Hor- 


cor, and Deſpair of ſelf condem- 
ned Sinners 1n. that day of Ven= . 


gCnce! | 

O my Soul ! what is there of 
greater Cqnſcquence, or of grea- 
rer Certainty from the word of 
God, thenthat I muſtappear to 
Judgmem,when Chriſt ſhall come 
againe? Lord, teach me to-be- 
heyeit firmly, to conſider it of- 
ten, to lay it ſeriouſly to Heart, 
to ac under 'the influence and 
Power of it, as long as I live; 
raat. at the Great Reſurrection 
from the Dead, I may littup my 
head, witha joyfull Hope, and 
nd the Judge to be my Friend, 
my Adyocate, -my Jeſus, and nat 
my Enemy, and Deltroyer. 


——_ _ 
——_ 
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XXIII. 


Meditations of the Glory of 
4 Chriſt in his .Glorifyed Saints, 
and of the thankfull Admira- 
tion of Believers, when He 

all come againe from Heaven, 
which ſhall be continued tg all 


, ETERNITY. 


i A He Terror of our Lords 
Appearance to Judgment 
cannot be greater tothe wicked, 
then the comfort and. Joy it will 
be to the Saints. When they ſhall 
ſee him whom their Souls love, 
aſcend with him to Heaven, and 
be wellcom'd, according to his 
promiſe, with thoſe indearing +. 
words, Come the Bleſſed Children Matt. 2;.. | 
»» of my Father , inherit the King- 
»» dons prepared for you, from-be- 
»» fare the foundation of the world ! 
,» Twas for your ſakes, Iaflumed 


F # , fleſh,. 
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» fleſh; livedon Earth, anddyed | 
,» On the croſle, to purchaſe this. 


» Glorious Kingdom for you ,- ; 


»» Which I now come to pive you 
,» the Poſſeſſion of. Twas for 


., this I prayed, and ſuffered on _ if 


»» Earth; for: this. I interceded - } 


x Ever: fince in Heaven; I was - © 


»» heard in' thatprayer, accepted 
,» In thoſe ſufferings. and” my In- 
,»terceiſion granted, that where © 
» Tamyou may be alſo, te behold 
«my Glory. Cometherefore Good 
»» and Faithfull Servants g#entey 
2 into your- Lords” Foy. O what 
Raviſhing*words--will thees be !- 
' whatan Wnale of Loveand kind- - 
neſs is implied in them *- What 
matter of Rejoycinig may it now 
give me-,. to adinit the: Hope, . 
that'my Bleſſed Saviout will ſay 
ſuch words as theſe to me? and 
bid me ſtand upon his .Right 
Hand, among his ſheep? O whae - 
an cxulting frame- of fouÞF-will 
| £ 7 
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ſuch Expreſſions raiſe.!: how ſhall 


* all my doubts and fears are for- 


rows. be ſcatter'd in a moment, . 
and ceale for ever! O Glorious 


Day! when my Bleſſed Lord ſhall 
- thus publickly acknowledg me 


for his own, and plead my cauſe 
againſtall the accuſations of Sa- 
tan and the malicious Calumnies 
of ail his. Inſtruments ! when I 
ſhall be able to: ſay of all my Sins . 


and ſufferings, as my Lord upon 


_ the croſle, It is Finiſhed, It is 


Finiſhed. My warfare being ac-. 


compliſht ; being more then Con- 


' querorayerall, thro him, who 


loved me,, and dyed for me, and 
now is come. to- wipe: away all 
Tears from mine Eyes, asitwere 
with the Napkin , thatwas bound-- 
about bis Head, when laid inthe - 
Grave: alt being the'fruit of his | 
Meritorious Death.- Then ſhall 
Ihave nothing more to fear, or 
wiſh, or beg.. I ſhall offend, pro- 

2, * yoke,.. 
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voke, and dichonour him no 
more; or by my folly and {can- 
dal diſcredit his holy name and 
Goſpell. - But by conſummate 
Holineſs be fitted to Rejoyce 1n 


his Preſence Love ,. and celebrate 


his Praiſe for ever. I ſhall never 
more lament his Abſence, or 
.complaine of his Anger: never 
ſee a cloud on his Face , or a 
Frown in his look any more. Now 
I muſt wait and pray ," ſtruggle 
and {trive, labor and ſufter , de- 
fire and expect, believe and hope, 
&c. - but then perfe& Reſt .and 


Holineſs, love and joy, viſton. 


and fruition, bliſs and glory un- 
utterable and everlaſting ſhall 
take place, 

All the Attributes of God , 


_ all the wonderfull Perfecions of 
Chriit wilt then be glorifyed in 'JF 


Believers, and admire! by them. 
His invariable'T ruth will then be 


honourcd, which they truſted to, - 
| _ rue 


© 


| 
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and waited for, for now they 


{hall know and find they did not 


wait in vaine, they hoped in his - 
word, and ventured their Salya- 
tion upon it, and now they ſhall 
receive the End of their Faith and 
Hope, infinitely beyond what 
they cver expected or believed. 
The Glory of Divine Wisdom- 
will then appear, when the Con- 
{titution Adminiſtration. and de- 
ſign of the Mediators King- 
dom ſhall be fully known :- in 
the admirable ordex and beauty 
of every part of it, with the exac& 
tendency of all the particulars 
to one Glorions end: and the 
whole undertaking crownd with 


* ſobleſledaniflue. What is now 


a myitery even to Believers them- 
ſelvs, and hath a vail upon it, 


4 ſhall then no longer be ſo: all 


the riddles of Gods Graee and 

Providence be plainly under- 

food. O how transportng a view 
m 


Vid. Mr. 
Charnock, 
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muſt it needs be, when the Glo- 
ry of all the divine Attributes . 
which God intended to accom- 
pliſh,in and by Ch}, ſhall be ma- 
nifelt to his Redemed Saints. The 
whole method: of our Salvation 
will then appear to be the fruit 
of unſcearchable Wisdom. when 
we ſhall all ſee the reality and ſub- 
ſtance, and intire ſcheme, of all 
that God deſigned in and by him; 
all that was typified of him- and 
foretold concerning: him, in the 
old Teſtament. How will it all 
appear to be the Mamfold Wis-- 
aom of God. Epheſ..3. c. 10. 

_ AsinunitingHeaven andEarth 
together in the Perion of our Me- 
diator : fullfilling the Truth of 
aterribleThreatning in his death, 
& by the ſame way accorapltthing 
many” gracious Promiſes: Satis- 
fying Juſtice, and at the ſame ti- 
me. ſhowing Mercy: manifeiting 
infinite- Grace and kindneſs by 
ſhed- 
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ſhedding of bloud: conquering 
Death by dying; and disarming 
the Law by obedience to it, &c. 
afterwards ſubduing: the-world to 
the Faith of the Gospel ,. by the 


- fooliſhneſs of- preaching :- ma-- 


king men: wiſe to Salyation by 


_ theknowledg of the Croſfle : and 


{preading that Faith the more by 
all the oppoſition made againlt it, 
&c.. how wonderfully will a clear 
viewof theſe things discover, and 


gloritie the Wisdonrot God. . 


But the Love: and Grace of 


Chriſt; the infinite Goodneſs and 


_ Compaſſhorr of God, will then 


be magnified in an eſpecial man- 


ner. Whatburt Soyeraine Love: 


in the- whole: Contrivance and 
Counſell of God about our. Re- 
demption ?: what admirable Love 
and Grace In the whole-manage- 
ment of that deſign ? what unpar- 
rallePd kindneſs in the accompli- 
ſhment of it by the ſacrifice of rhe 


ſon. 


We; Pr | — 


he T9 # 


4 a” 


212 Devout Refiexions 


effecually ſkin'd into our minds 
| by 


* Big i OO ad 
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ſon of God? and how glorious 


will this Love appear, when hes 


ſhall come againe to give us the 
full Harveſt of all his Purchaſe? 
with what admiring Thank full- 


. . neſs ſhall Belicyers then contem- 
- the unskearchable Riches of _ 


is Grace? in all the parts and 
inſtances of his Humiliation}, 
fromhis conception to his Cruci- 


fixion and Burial: in all the Evi-; 


dences and diſcoveries made of it, 


 fromthefirſt Promile to it's com- 


pletion : yea from before the 
toundation of the World, in the 
Covenant of Pexte between the 
Father and the fon until his {e- 
cond Coming, to Judge the 
World, and deliver up the King- 
dom'tohis Father. 
How ſhall we then admire and 


adore his "Powerfull Grace. * 
which ſnarcht us as fire brands 


out of Everlaſting Burnings ; that 


$- MN * 


us 


* fingthemtoour Sou 
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the oppoſition of our Stubborn 
Wills; Sanctified our Carnal 
Hearts; reſcued us from. the ty- 
ranny of Satan, and the domi- 
nion of luſt ;. giving, cheriſhin 


_ and preſerving the holy Seed of 
' Grace, and _— it Spring up 


to Eternal Life; defeating the 
malicious and ſubtle endeayors of 


the Devil to deſtroy-it; inabling 


© us © to indure TtibulationF*: and. 
perſevere to the End; giving us 


victory overDeath ; capducting 
us thro. the-dark. valley ; Taufng 


our Bodies, repiving and*reunt- 


dring them glorious like his own 


Body; and at length raiſing 


= our imperfect Services with. Eter- 
"> nal Life. yea tho our belt ſeryi- 
ces. were mixt with fin, our ho- 


lyeſt duties ſpotted, our moſt 
couragious ſufferings mixt with 


WM | unbelief, yet rewarded with a 


' Blef- 
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Blefledneſs that hath no alloy of 
Evil, butallthe ingredients of a, 
252g Felicity, . and nothing to 

eflenand interrupt it. How ſhall 
we then admire the Bounty of our 
Gracious Lord, the freeneſs, 
tenderneſs, riches, and the ex- 
ceeding Greatneſs, and Glory 
of his. InfiniteGoodneſs and Gra- 
ce to poar Believers? 

With what extafies of Joy and 
Gratitude may we imagine that 
our Lord will be then admired by 

all his Redecmed ones? | 
Saying, This.ss He, who made 
our peace with God , and re- 
- verſt the Sentence of Damnation, 
which we were under:who bought 
us with the price of his moſt pre- 
cious Bloud, bore the Wrath of 
his Father , and ſubmitted to an 
infamous .and. curſed Death tor 
us: he aſſumed our nature, that 
we might pertake of his* became 
the Son of Man, that we might be 


made 
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made the Children of God; for 


our ſakes he bEcame poor, that we 
thro his Poverty might beeome 
Rich: ſtoopt to bear the greateſt 
Ignominy and reproach, to con- 
ferr honour on us : was for a 
time forſaken of his Father , that 


| we might not be ſo Eternally: 


felt the itroke of his Anger ag- 
ainſt ſin, that we might not pe- 
riſhunder it. Wasa manof 1or- 


| rows, and acquainted with griefs, 


that we might rejoyce : his ago- 
nies and ,bloudy ſweat were for 
our Refreſhment, and by his ſtri- 
pes we are healed: he bowed hj 

head onthe Crofle , that we might 
lift up ours in Triumph: and 
becauſe we had caten of the for-. 
bidden fruit, .he hung on the ac» 
curſed Tree. *Twas for us that 


- he ſuffered the frowns.of Hea« 


yen, the enmity of Hell , the 
rage of Devils, the hatred and 
perſecution of the world: He = 
| 24s parry 
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.judged, that we might notcome 


Hed; andhe is now Come againe 
finally and fully to effect it. 


length, and breath of the Love 
of Chriſt, which paſſeth know- 

. ledg, but calls for admira- 
-tion, and Everlaſting Gratitude ! 

- Thisis the Bleſſed Day , we x 4 d 
and waited, and prayed for ! This 

is our Gracious , our Glorious 
Lord , whoſe love melted our 

: Hearts, whoſe Promiſe was our 
Support, whoſe Word was our 
"Rule, whoſe. Spirit was our Com- 

- forter, whoſe Crofle was ou: 

_ . Crown, andthe hope of his Ap- 
- --pearance our chief Conſolation ! 


A that the ever.Bleſſed Son of God 


All this for me? I can remember 


into Condemnatien : he was cru-. | 
_ ,cifyed, that we might be glori- | 


Lard} whatam' f, what was I, 
. ſhould do and luffer and purchaſe | 


. ; When; I was-ignorant of God, a | 


O the os 1 , and depth, and ' 


Stran- |- 
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" | Stranger tohim, at Enmity with 
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him under the power of Dark- 


neſs, andthe Devil, ſerving di- 


vers luſtsand Pleaſures, haiten- 


ing to Hell, and liable to his 
Wrath. But he choſe me out 
of the world, ſtampt his Image 


-upon me, pardoned my Sin, and 


1imbrac't me in the arms-of his 
unchange Love. O Ha 

chanys a et how little 40 
prize his Grace, admire his love, 
and expreſs my own, or pomote 
his glory, and honour him in the 
Eyes of others? how did 1diſho- 


* nor my profeſſion and holy Call- 
, ang, as his Diſciple, by agrava- 


ted Apoſtacy? but he recovered 


me by Repentance, and healed 


my Backſlidings, and receiyed 
me graciouſly , becauſe he loyed 
me freely. .O admirable Grace! 
to pardon, and ſave, andbring 
to Glory ſuch an unthankfull 
Wrretch, as I have been! to 

K make 
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make ſuch a diflerence between 
me and others, whom knew on 
earth ! that the ſame Power, which 
makes them Miſerable, now ma- 


kes me Blefled ! that when they 


are baniſht from his Preſence into 
Everlaſting Deſtruction, I am 


admitted to behold his Glory, ' 
and ſhall dwell with him for | 


ever! 


O how much do I now | 
{ee and find then ever I believed, ' 


of the Love of Chriſt , and his 
promiſed Salvation! how much 
more glorious is the Perſon of 
my er | how much more 
Excellentis the Heavenly State, 
then ever I thought or expected! 
I could not have imagined the 
thouſandth thouſandth part of 
that which I now ſee and feel. I | 
cannot but admire and ſpend an 
Eternity in admiring, and prai- 
ſing the Incomparable Grace and 
Glory of my Blefled Redeemer. 


Such | 


at a. 
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- Such holy admiration will cer- 
tainly produce the moſt thankfull 
Adorations of.our Lord Jeſus. 
Saying one to another, 7 Bleſs 
the Lord of Love and Glory ! who 
humbled himlielf ſo low, as our 
Mediator, and hath cxalted us ſo 
high, as the bleſſed fruit of it!how 
can we eyer enouyh adore and 

raiſe him , who condeſcended 
io far, and hath done and ſufferd 
ſo much for us ? See how the 
Holy Angels worſhip this King 
of Glory! and have not eyery 
one of us more reaſon to do lo? 
O letall the Quire of Heaven ce- 
lebrate his glorious Love ! and 


| lerus, his Redeemed, his Glori- 


fied ones ſay n— , Let the 
Lord be magnified : who hath lo- 
ved us, and waſhed us from our 
fins in his own Bloud, and made 
ns Kings and Prieſts unto God, his 
Father, and thro him ours. 

'O Mercifull Saviour! O glo- 


2 T1OuUsS 
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rious Change! -O Happy Soecie- 
ty! with whom we ſhall Eternally 
adore our Common Lord. We 
can ſome of us remember when 
we lived together on Earth, how 
we wept, andpraid, and taſted, 
and mourned together , whenwe 
ſuffered, and complain'd , and 
{in'd together. O the Maryeilous 
change our Redeemer hath now 
wrought for us, andin us! Theſe 
Bodies, theſe Souls, this Lite, 
this Place, this Company, theſe 
Injoyments , are not like thoſe 
in yonder World. Butalas, who 
can deſcribe what Believers ſhall 
then think and ſay to extol their 
Saviour ! how fmal a portion 1s it 
we underſtand of that World? 
How little can I conceive, and 
much leſs expreſs? Blefled be 
God we know ſo much, as the 
matter of our joytull Hopes : and 
forever Bleſſed be God, who 
hath promiſed andproyided fuch 
a Glory 
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a Glory for us, as cannotnow be 
fully known. _ * 

What inexpreſſible ſweetneſs 
might Believers talt by rejzoycing 
in Hops, dida more lively Faith 
realize all this to their Souls? we 
might liſten as 1t were to- the 
ſhouts and Acclamations'ot the 
Saints above , and-lay Amen to 
their Thanksgivings. We might 
behold them abour the-Throne of 
God, and of the Lamb, with 
Palms of victory in their hands, 
a Crown of Glory on their 
heads, and ſongsof Triumph in 
their mouths, ſaying Allelujab ; 


Worthy art Thou, o Lord, tore- Rev, 4.c; | 
ceive Glory, and. Honour, and": 5 


Power, for thou haſt Created all 
Things, and for thy Pleaſure they 


are , and were- created. And 


' worthy is the Lamb that was 
ſlaine, to receive Power, and Ri- 


ches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, 
and honour , azid glory, and Bleſ= 
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fing. And againe, Bleſſing , Ho- ſe 
nour, Glory, and Power be unto 
bim who fits upon the Throne, | © 
and to the Lamb , for ever and | * 
cver. , . | ce 
. Whence is it, o my Soul! if 
infleed I believe and expect all 
this, that Ican hear, and read, | 
and think, and ſpeak of theſe | 
great Things, with no more ar- ! 
dent affections, ſuitable prepa- 
rations , importunate prayers , 
and vigorous deſires? How ſhould | 
the believing Thoughts of that | 
Day promote myHeavenly mind- | 
ednels, ſelf-denial , contempt of 
the world, patience, andperſe- 
yerance? quicken my zeal, ſe- 
cure my ſtedfaſtneſs , and give 
life and ſpirit to my Prayers for 
the haftening of it? how ſhould 4 | 
my ſoul riſe towards Heaven, | by 5 3 
holy Love and delire, afcendand F 
meet him, get as near him as I 
can, breath after more of his pre- 
ſence, 
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ſence, and beg him to hy 1p" 


my Heart , to anticipate his ſe- 
cond Coming by clearer diſco- 
veries of his Love, and fuller 
communications of his Grace. 
Even ſo Come Lord feſus { 


XXLV. 


| Concerning the Examination of 4 

mans Heart and Life: the Rea- 
| ſonableneſs, Advantages, and 
Neceſſity of 1t. Some diretfion 
| and adviceconcerning the Time 
| and manner. That we may know 
in what Preparedneſs we are 
for ETERNITY. 


I Am haſtening every year, 
every day, to the period of this 


_ Life: 1 muſt ſhortly appear be- 


: £ fore my Glorinus Judge - and ex- | 


| 


- perience theſe Terrors or Com- 


forts, this Blefledneſs or Miſery, 
which I haye now read of. Shall I 
K 4 not 
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Tot therefore inquire, which of 
the two belongs to me? Is it not 
worth conſidering, wither 1 muſt 
goe, 'and how I ſhall fare,. when 
I quit this Body? what is like to 


be my next Habitation ? to which: 


of the two unchanecable States I 
ſhall be adjudg'd ? Shall an In- 
quiry of ſo much conſequence be 


put off to an indefinite Hereafter?. | 


do I notdelire to know the worſt, 
while a remedy may be found? or 
am I content todye, thro an un- 
willingneſs to difcoyer. that. I 
am Sick? The queſtion to be re- 

ſolved is of infinite weight. Shall 
| 1 not ſpend a few hours to know 
what will become of me for ever * 
An error is more then poſlible, 
*t is eaſy to miſtake : and the ha- 
zard of doing ſo is unſpeakably 

reat. How many thoulangs pe- 
riſh eternally , even under the 


light of the Goſpel, who. never 


ſuſpected their danger 2 how or- 


di- 
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dinary, how common a thing is 
it; .-for men to be thus deceived? 
how ſucceſsfull is the Devill in 
this Stratagem againſt the Souls 
of men ? Is it not then a moſt cri- 
minal ſtupidity,to be contentedly. 
Ignorant and unreſolved 2 W1- 
ther I am reconciled to God or 


' no: WitherIam lcd by the Fleſh 


 } or. the Spirit; wither I aminthe 


- broad or narrow way, whichlead 


3 CCI URS OUR as Tc. ny amen, As 


to ſuch contrary Ends; that 1s, . 
wither if Idyc in this condition , 
I ſhall be ſaved or periſh. Can 
ſuch an Inquiry be frivolous, or 
indifferent ? Is the ſubject of it ſo 
contemptible, and my concern 
in it ſo ſmall, that it merits not 
to be - attentively conſidered ? 
Shall I never ask my ſoul, till L 


amleaving this world, -(the un- 


fitteſt Tine of all to begin ſo 
important an affaire,) what am 
I? .towhom dolbelong? whoſe 
Image do I bear ? how have. F 
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liv'd? & whatdo I1doe? what do 


L love. moſt? what do TI molt con- 
{tantly delire, and chooſe, and 
ſeck? how doth the Pulſe of my 
ſoul bear? is it quickeſt towards 
God, or towards the world ? 
wither am | gocing? whatwill be 
final upſhor and iſsue of my 
preſent courſe? Is it Heaven or 
Hell 1 mult be tranſlated tro by 
Dyeing? what Security have I 
got for Eternal Lite ? what pro- 


vilions haye Emade 2? what foun- 


dation have I laid? 

How ſtrangely infatuated are 
moſt men, who talk of an Ever- 
laſting Life asan Article of their 
Creed; and ſay they count upon 
it, that they muſt dwell in Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery for ever; and 
that ſeldom or neyer bethink 
 themlelvs in good carneſt, and 
for any Time, with a ſetled 
compoied exercize of Thoughts, 
Wraich of theic Two is like to 


be 
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0 ' be their Lot. Or If they begin 
| to ſearch and try theniſelys, they 
{ come tono Concluſion, or con- 
| clude too haſtily: they pluk off 


| the plaiſter, aſloon as it begins to 


ſmart; they are either frighted 
with the horrid proſpect of paſt 
Crimes, or , haveing efcap't 
the grofſer Pollutions of the 
world, judge too favourably of 
their own caſe. They commonly 
do the work but by halyes, and fo 
goe from the glaſs . and forget 
what manner of perſons they. 
were. 

Let me therfore, o my Soul : 
Sequeſter my ſelf from the 
world, 'to commune with my own. 
heart to refle&t upon my palt Life, 
and look into my preſent ſtate , 
to recollect and review the moſt 
conliderable pm__ of my 
courſe and Time huherto. O 
how neglected and diſuſed a Pra- 
Riſe is this! which doth challen=- 
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ge and require our principal and 
moitScrious concern about it,and 
how manybegin it and are diſcou- 
raced, and leave: off without 


reaching the End of ſuch an En- 


quiry. : 
How much. wiſer, in- this 
reſpect, arcethe Children of this 


world, in thcir Generation, then 


the Children-of Light? whois ſo 


Exact in his accounts between 


God-and his own Soul, as Ira- 
des-men in their dealings with 
one another 2 who isatthe pains 
to write down his Sins and his 
Mercies ? the grounds of his 
Fear, and the encouragements 
of his Hope? or keepsa Journal 
and Diary of his Spiritual State ? 
who doth at ſet times, once a 
moneth, or once a- Quarter, or 
even once a year, take a juſt 
view of himdelt, his Heart, and 
Ette , and State, as aChriſtian ? 
that he may {ee,what he hath recci- 

| ycd, 
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ved, and done: what he.owes, 
and what he may expect: that he 
may know wither he thrive or 
decay ;. wither be increaſe. or 
decreaſe , wither he goe backward. 
or forward ; wither he be Richer 
or Poorer, this year then the. 
laſt: And is it not a ſymptom 
that you are declining, when 
you love not to examine your 
Accounts? Is there not ground 
of-Jcalouſie and Suſpicion, that 
you are behind hand, becauſe 
you arc loath to inquire, whither 
you arc or no?. and unwilling to. 
know the worſt of .your Con- 
dition. Nevertheleſs, without 
Such Enquiries, ,and. bringing 
the matter to a determination, 
at. what uncertainties muſt we 
live? and how unconceiyable an 
haſzard do allHypocrites and un- 
renewed Sinners run ? and how 
reaſonable, how neceſſary 1s it 
that we ſhould know, and in order 

| & 7: tQ 
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to it, prove our ſelyes? we muſt 


therfore beſt&w Time and ſerious ' 


Diligence about it, thatwe may 
examine matters to the bottom, 
and come to ſome Reſult, that 
we may form a right Judgment 
Concerning our own cale. 

He that would do it to good 
purpoſe, muſt endeayor to un- 
deritand cleerly the terms of the 
Covenant6n God's part, and on 
ours: andtake care not to Judge 
of himſelf by, miſtaken rules ; 
by a falſe Standard, that God 
will not juitifie ; or by any, ſuch 
claracters as will not conclude. 
But moſt men are unwilling to 
bring themſelves toa Trial, or let 
Conſcience deal plainly and 
faithfully with them. They are 
ſtupidly fecure, and ſee not the 
neceſflity of this duty. Or do not 
tuſpect themſelus. They preſu- 
me they need not be at that 
Trouble: or arc fo taken up with 


the 
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| the World, thatt 
* Time and lealure 
{ many men darc not bring their 
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cannot find 
it. And 


Hearts and ways to a Trial. There 
1s commonly ſome ſceret Luſt 
indulg'd, which they are loath to 
letgoe. But moſt goe on in in, 


and periſh Eternally, becauſc 


they think there is no danger of 
periſhing: andnever repent, and. 
make their Peace with God, be 
cauſe they fancy and preſume tis 


| | done allready. 


Therfore let me beg of thee, 
who ever thou art , who readeſt 
this, to put the caſe te thy ſelf 
ſeriouſly to admic the doubt, 
wither you are not miſtaken z 
mak? the ſuppoſition , tho you 
have not hitherto ſufficiently 
conſidered” the State of your 
Soul. You are confident that alt 
zs wel; and therupon are unwil- 
ling to examine farther : but for 
that yery reaſon you ought to 

que= 


232 + Devout Refiexions 
grn__ izher it be ſo or not? 


o but ask y@F {elf (criouſly,what 


is the ground of your good Opi- | 


nion concerning your {elf 2 tor 
what reaſon can you thus conclu- 
de ? 

Did you ever feriouſly lay to 


heartthe Characters and deſcrip- | 
tion, which the Scriptures give,. |" 
of thoſe whom Chriſt will own, at Þ 


the laſt day, andot ſuch whom 
he will reje&t and reprobate? 
with unfeigned application to 
your own caſe , have you therwith 
prov'd your ſelves? and come to 
a {ctled Judgment , after a deli 
berate Enquiry? And was. the 
Concluſion'to your comfort, and 
Joy? If ſo, what influence hath 
it {ince had upon your Hearc and 
Life? hath it promoted Purity, 
Thank fullneſs, Heavenly-min- 
dednefs: contempt of this world, 
and ſtronger Detires after the 
Lnage, loye, and. preſence of 

| « God, 
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> {God, and the Glory of Chriſt ?. 
t {Morcover, conſider,  _ 
| 1s it not. this a good while a: 
goc?. how have you behay'd your. 
jelf ever ſince? haye you not- 
reaſon to look back with ſhame ? 
If you but lightly examin'd your 
$ſelt formerly, reſolve to do it 
{more cficctually now : review. 
# the fins you have been finceGuilty 
Jof. . And if you haye not. - 
* done any thing conſiderable of 
this kind , you ought now to 
# begin. It is ſeaſonable to begin. 
the year by ſuch an Exercile, and. 
itwill be found.of greatuſe,.mn 
| all the following parts of it:. 
| eſpecially when you come to exa- . 
mine your ſelf afrcſh , in order. 
to the Lord's Supper. For we 
| ought frequently to renew the 

{ad corals 26 of our former 
Sins, that from time to time we 
| may renew ourRepentance,which 
is the work.of our Life, and not 


of 
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of one day. And he that comes | 
to the Sacrament, and will look | 
no farther back, then to the laſt L 
Communion, may poſlibly pre-, 
ſame too much, that all was then 
as.it ſhould be, and not be humble 
enough. 

| It any one therfore reſolve in 


good carneſt up on an holy Life, J;, 
and ſeriouſly deſign to prepare | f 


for Eternity, as itis neceſlaryto # 


make a general review of his }, 


Life, fo I deſire to afford him the 
beſt Counſlell I can, in order 
to 1t 

It may be adviſeabfe, if you 
have not formerly begun this 


work, to imploy one hour atleaſt | 


in a Day, for ſeveral Days fol- 
lowing, in writing down the moſt 
ble Pafſages of your 
Life you can remember , deſiring 
God's Aſliftance therin ; and 
keeping your Eye upon your 
End, in the whole; that is, 

. thin- 
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"» Finto ſeveral parts , as from In- 


© | fancy till he left off gocing to 
T? {ſchool , or was bound Ap 


prom 
1 tice, orſetled in any way of edu- 
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7 


thinking ſeriouſly that *tis in 


order to Eternity, that you now 


2xamine your ſelf. Chooſe a 
place of Retirement, and the 
moſt convenient Time, that you 
may not be interrupted , and 
when' your Heart is molt ſerious. 
Every man may divide his Life 


cation. From thence ?till fixt in 
ſome Imployment: til a married 
perſon, tiltentred into that Con- 
dition. And from thence to 


' another remarkable Period, or 


to the preſent Time. It may 
better aſhiſt ſome perſons memo- 
ry, toconſider the ſeveral Places 
of their abode, and compute ac- 
cording to them. InTach portion 
of time, recollect what ſs you 
were molt addicted to; in what In- 
ſtances, in with what TOY 
an 
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and with what other yarious ag- 
gravations you committed *em : 
and what haye been the effects 
and conſequences of thoſe ſins, 
to your ſelves, artd Qthers, in 
order to Repentance, and godly . 
ſorrow. Which muſt not be judg'd 
of by Tears,but Grief,and inward 
hatred of Sin. Remembring 
that no man is the better meerly 
for being examin'd , if there 
follows nothing after it. Tis in 
order toa Judgment tobe paſi'd 
upon our ſelues. Tis to ſeearch 
out our 02/7 1niquity, our Belo- 
ved lin, inorder to the mortifi- 
cation of it, That Goliath muſt 
firſt be Slaine, if ever the other 
Philiſtims are conquered. In ſome 
it is Pride, in others Worldli- 
neſs, in ſome Uncleanneſs, in 
others Druygkenneſs Gluttony &c. 
That you may diſcover it ,. ob- 
lerve 

What ſin *tis yduare moſt un- 

. wil- 
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willing to part with : which you 


could even wiſh were not for 


bidden. | 


Wyhich you have former] 


 þeen moſt apt to plead for, ex= 


textenuat or excule, and hide. 
The thoughts wherof do moſt 
frequently occur; eſpecially when 


| Alone: firſt in the morning, and 


laſtatnight:.and are moſtdiſtra- 


J cting in Prayer and worſhip. 


Which an awaken'd Con- 
{cience hath moſt plainly told 


x you of; under a Sermon, or at 
{| a Sacrament or under ſome heavy 
ſ affliction, or on a {ickbed &c. 


Which you can lcaſt bear to be 


x Reproov'd for. 


"Which the Temperament of 


your body.doth moſt incline to. 


"Which your Calling, imploy- 
ment, Company, .and converſe, 
adminiſter the. greateſt Tempta- 
tions for. | 
That eſpecially which hath the 
| '_ * "Throne 
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the faculties a work to contriue 


Gratification. . 


» Was moſt Predominant in each 
Period: or is yet ſo; and what 
ill eftects it hath produced. Contt- 
der farther what dangerous Tem- 
Ptations you have met with: how 
you have fallen by*em, or been 
inabled to reſiſt. Conſider 
withall the Time and the Means, 
wherby God hath at anytime for- 
merly awaken'd, convinc't and 
humbled you : what Purpoles of 
Amendment, and Promiſes of 
Reformation you have ever 
made, and how far you have, 
or haye not, perform*d *em. Re- 
Aercies , you have receiv” 
: from God, in every State and | 


to Thankfullneſs. The laſt ſection | 


colle& likewiſe ail the ſpecial | 


Period of your Life ; in order | 
OI ; 


Throne of the Heart, and ſets all : 
fuel and opportunities for .its * 


Obſerve likewiſe what Paſzon | 
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of thes Papers may giue you 
ſome aſliſtance therin, and con- 
{iider what Retrun's you have 
made to God, for all his 
Kindnefles. 

You may dowell to conſider 
your ſelf allo in the Relations 
you have ſtood to others; as 
Inferior Equal, or Superior: in 
family , Church, or State ; in 
your Calling , profeſſion imploy- 
ment, &c. And examine in what 
more notorious Inſtances, you 
have been faulty in your Relative 
Duties. How you did ordinarily 
Carry it in your Place and ſta- 
tion : for that is the beſt the trueſt 
Picture of a man, which is like 
him in his ordinary ;every-day's 
habit. Perticularly reflect upon 
the ſins you have committed in 
| Company with Others. By whoſe 
Example you have been drawn to 
| fin: who may probably have been 
| tempted by yours, and bewail i, 
an 
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and if the perſons are living, ad- 
moniſh them tor Repent: and it 
you have injur'd and wrong'd apy, 
acknowledg your fault, and to 
the utmoſt of your power, make 
{ſpeedy Reſtitution. If any of 
your Companions in fin are dead, 
and you fear .dyed without Re- 
pentance; humble your elf par- 
ticularly before God for hauing 
contributed to their Damnation. 
1 know of ' ſome who have made 
ſuch a Catalogue of their Sins, 
with the moſt obſervable agrava- 
tions of them; which they con- 
ſtantly preſeru'd ; and frequently 
review'd, to keep them Humble, 
Penitent, Weatchfull, and 
Thankfull ; and on ſome occa- 
: fions of ſecret Humiliation, haye 


ſpread them before the Lord (as | 


Hezekiah that of his .cnemy) 
.Covyering them ſelves with ſhame 
and Confuſion of Face, by con- 
iidering what they haye been, and 


| 
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| thence admiring the Riches of 
| free Gracc, inthe forgiveneſs of 
' ſuch Crimes, thro the Bloud of 


Chriſt. 

Examine me , o Lord, and 
prove me; try my Reins and my 
Heart, for thy Loving kindneſs 
zs before mine Eyes, and I will 
walk in thy Truth. Thou. haſt 
ſearched me,o Lord, and known 
me: thou knoweſt my Thoughts 
a far off: all my ſecret Sins are 
?n the Light of thy Countenance : 
and thou art acquainted with 


all my ways : ſet my Sins 71 order 


before me , that I may Repent, 
and for ſake them. Show me mine 
Infirmities, and weakneſſes, that 
1 may watch againſt them. And 
teach me to fudge and condemn 
my ſelf, that 1 may not be judged 
of the Lord. 
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XXV. 


How Chriſtians ought to exan- 


ne their Decays of Grace and 
Piety. The greatneſs of thar 


Sin , and of their Loſſe under | 


ſuch a Declenſion : God's diſ- 
pleaſure and departure from 
them conſidered , to awaken 
preſent Endeavors of @ Reco- 
very. In what manner the Faith 


of Adherence may be ated by 


one who hath no Aſſurance. 


| T cannot but be of uſe to' Be- 
lievers alſo , at ſtated Times 
to examine them ſelves, concer- 
ning their Languiſhings and 
| Decays in Grace, Falling from 

their fritLove to a ſpirit of in dit- 


ferency. and Lukewarmneſs, diſ-|}. 


orderly walking, or unfruitfult- 


neſs: wither Gray Hairs are not! 


here and there upon them, and they 


—_ _——___—____ 
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know 
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ſumption. 
{ others to obſerve it ſome times, 


' quickning from ſenſible Co 
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know it not. For God may 
withdraw by degrees, ſo thathis 
departure may not preſently be 
perceiv'd: and ſome kind of Acti- 


'vity in Duty may be continued 


upon falſe Principles, and from 
Common Afliſtance , while a 
Chriſtian, as to his ſpiritual State, 
may be under a dangerous Con- }. 
*Tis not difhcult for 


and would be viſible enough to 
themſelves , would they ſpare a 
few hours to examine the matter. 
The Puniſhment of ſuch Back- 
ſlidings , the loſs of the quickning 
and comforting preſence of the 
H. Spirit, deſerues likewiſe to be 
inquir'd into , in order to a 
ſpeedy remedy, and ſhould en- 
"ao the Counſell. 


I mean not barely the ebbing 


| of Aﬀedttions in the duties of Re- 
ligion or the want of life and 
nſola- 
ons, 
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How Chriſtians ought to exami- 


ne their Decays of Grace and 


Piety. The greatneſs of thar 
Sin , and of their Loſſe under 
ſuch a Declenſion : God's diſ- 
pleaſure ana departure from 
them conſidered , to awaken 
preſent Endeavors of @ Reco- 


very. In what manner the Faith 


of Adherence may be atted by 


one who hath no Aſſurance. 


| T cannot but be of uſe to” Be- 
lieyers alſo , at ſtated Times 
to examine them ſelves, concer- 
ning their Languiſhings and 
| Decays in Grace, Falling from 

their firſtLove to a ſpirit of in dit- 


ferency and Lukewarmneſs, diſ{- | 


orderly walking, or unfruufulF- 
neſs: wither Gray Hairs are not 
here and there upon them, and they 
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know it not. For God ma 
withdraw by degrees, ſo thathis 
departure may not preſently be 


' perceiv*d: and ſome kind of Acti- 


vity in Duty may be continued 
upon falſe Principles, and from 
Common Aſliſtance , while a 
Chriſtian, as to his ſpiritual State, 
may be under a dangerous Con- . 
ſumption. *Tis not difhcult for 
others to obſerve it ſome times, 
and would be viſible enough to 
themſelyes , would they ſpare a 
few hours to examine the matter. 
The Puniſhment of ſuch Back- 
ſlidings, the loſs of the quickning 
and comforting preſence of the 
H. Spirit, deſerues likewiſe to be 
inquir'd into, in order to a 
ſpeedy remedy, and ſhould cn- 
2869 the Counſell. 

I mean not barely the ebbing 


] of Aﬀetions in the duties of Re- 


ligion or the want of life and 
quickning from ſenſible Conſola- 
KEE L 2 rrons, 
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tions , Which new Converts , 
( efpecially .fuch as have been 
reclaim'd from a courſe of no- 
torious Impiety,) have more of 
at firſt then afterwards. Which 
doubting Chriſtians ſhould parti- 
cularly take notice of , by the 
Inſtance of the Prodigal , who 
was extraordinarily feaſted at his 
firſt return, but was doubtleſs 
contented afterwards with the or- 
dinary Proviſions of his Fathers 
houſe. Neither doth God diſpen- 
ce the ſame meaſure to all alike, 
nor to any alike at all Times: 
ſome,who are called to greater 
{ervices,and ſufferings then others, 
or had greater Conflicts before 
Convention , may have a greater 
ſhare then the reſt of their 
Brethren. Neither will the ſarne 
degree of Grace imparted to 
ſome perſons, ſo difcernably 
moue and comfort , as -it will 
do ſome others of 'a different 
| 'Tem- 
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Temper. *Tis not therftore 1o 
much to be the matter of our 
Enquiry, (if at all it need to 
be 1o,) wither we have more 
or leſs of ſenſible joy in the 
performance of duty. But 
Wither we are not fallen and 
declin'd, as to the inward vital 
Atts of Grace, and in the out- 
ward Fruits of Frolineſs. Wither 
we have ſuch clcar, convincing 
Apprcheniions of divine and 
{piritual Truths, and the my- 
itcrics of the goſpel , as for- 


merly: wither our minds are not 
become more vaine and heedlets: 


wither our knowledg of God, 
and of. the Revelations of: his 
will be as power:ull and efh- 
cacious upon our Hearts and 
Lives, as heretofore : wither 
there be nor leſs frequency, leſs 
Conſiſtency , leſs inward fatis- 
faction in "IB ſerious thoughts 
then formerly. You were: wont 

23 to 
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to pray and endeayor, that God 
might be firſt and laſt in your 


thoughts every day, and by | 


frequent Ejaculations in evil af- 
faires, to maintaine a dayly con- 
verſe with God ; but now you 
mind not wither itbe ſo or not, 
yea you cannot but know, that 
it is not thus with you ſtill, It 
was once your Burden. to be 
peſter'd with fooliſh , filthy, 
wordly, vaine Thoughts, eſpe- 
cially on the Lord's Day, or in 
the worſhip of God , you -reje- 
Red and difown'd them, you la- 
mented and pray'd againſt them: 
do ſo much as examine, wither 

it be thus ſtill. 
Conſider all your Aﬀet:ons, 
and their ſeveral objects; and ſee 
wither a criminal Lukewarm- 
neſs hath not diffus'd it ſelf in 
to eyery of them. Examine 
every Grace: and ſee wither your 
Faith, Hope, Loye, holy De- 
| {ires, 
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fires, and Delight in God- be 


not miſerably abated: as to the 


| {trength and vigor, the cthcacy, 


| and frequent exerciſe of every 


of them: ſo that your Thoughts. 
of God are few, cold , and li- 
feleſs , without: defire , delight 
and. love. 

Conſider the Opportunities 
and {olemn Occaſions of approa- 
ching the divine Preſence : Are 
they as much the Delire of your 
ſouls, and the rejoycing of your 
Hearts as once they were ? Are 
you not more. eaſily . diverted 
from them , leſs fatisfy'd and 
refreſht by them ? are not all 
Goſpel Ordinances lefs power- 
full and quickning , and. your 
profit and adyantage therby un- 
ſpeakably leſs then formerly ? 
Doe you hunger and thirſt, and 


| wes as the Hart after the water 


rooks , to draw nigh to God, 


and come into his Courts ? 


L 4 doe 
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doe you make Conſcience of 


preparing before hand ? do you 


come with a real deſire, and 


deſign, and expectation of pro- | 
fiting ,'- and bettering your | 
Spirits ? do you Jjoyn in every | 
part of diyine worſhip , with that | 
attention, ſeriousneſs, and come | 


poſure'of mind, and taſte the 
tweetneſs and benefit of ſuch ſo- 
lemnities, as formerly? are ſuch 
| ſervices performed wittrtnar Awe 


of God , with that Humility, 


Fervency , and Intenineſs of 
Spirit, as ſome times they wete ? 


are you not more Negligentand | 


nu 


; 


unconcern'd before and after, | 
wither you find any thing of this | 
or no? your Deſires weak, your | 


Hearts flat , your Thoughts 
wandring , your. Spirits trifling ?, 


fo the work be done, and the | 


duty be over , (in how formal, 


cuſtomary ,-- and careleſs 2 | 


manner , ſoeycr: it be , ) you 
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conſider itnot , you lay itnot to 
Heart , you reflect not upon it, 
you bewail it not, orart leaſtare 
better contented and © ſooner 
quieted, and take leſs notice of 
the frame of your Heart in ſuch 
Duties then formerly ? 

Examine farther how *tis with 
you as to the great diſtinguiſh- 
ſling Duties of an upright Chri- 
ſtian , - (if performed as they 


þ* 


l ought to be,) 1 mean Secret 


Pra er and meditation : Are 
you as {tri& and caretull, con- 
{tant and Conſcientious, frequent 
ahd abundant in theſe, as for- 
merly ? may not our Cloſets 
and places of Retirement witneſs | 
again{t us ? our former humble - 
and importunate Prayers joytull - 
Thanksgivings, and fweet Con- 
-templation of the Myſteries of 
Religion , compared with our 
preſent dayly practice, will teſtifie 
that we-are declin'd and fallen. 
L-5 More -- 
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Moreover conſider the Evil of 
Sin, and how your Heart ſtands 
affected toit. Is not your Hatred 


of Sin and Zeal againſt it much | 


decayed? eſpecially with reſpect | 
to inward Spiritual (ins, ſuch as 
the ſecret workings of- unbeliet,. 
and- diſtruſt, pride, envy, un-. 
charitableneſs, 8&c. Doe you 
bewail 1t, ſhire' againſt it,. and 


ſhun the occaſions, and fear the !_ 


Tcmprations, that may lead you 
uvato Sin , as once you did? | 
Have you not loſt much of that 
tenderneſs and holy Jealouſy oyer 
your heart and ways, you for- | 
merly had? Doe you not now | 
make more bold with Tempta- | 
tion? Are you notof oftnercon> | 
quered? andwith leſs ReJucan-/ 
ce 2 and by {mall Temptations | 
GC. ; 
Are you not more- Unſeryt- 
ceable? Root and Fruit in a 
withering condition > God lefs | 
Ho» | 
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Honour'd, and Others leſs pro- 


fited and edifyed by your Exam- 
pleandLife? doe you not adhere 


| more tothe world? conform to 
| it, and comply with it in many 
| things, which formerly you 


durit not have done ? and are 
every day wax ing worſe ? Make 
a pauſe- a while and bethink 
your felt what this will come 


! to at. laſt ? even the little 
| Good that remains is ready to 


j dye. 


May IT notask ſuch Chriſtians, 
or delire them to ask themſelves, 


what is all ready the effect and 


' conſequence of this declenſion ? 


Is not God's Spirit removed,and 
the Light of his Countenance 
Ecclipſt? yea as to many of them, 


| arethey not-under Sad apprehen- 


fions of God's difpleature ? do 


| they not feel the. terrors of the 


Lord? do'they[not walk heavily 
from day to day? they thatc ould” 
| L 6 ONCE. 
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once converſe with God on 
all occaſions as a Friend, and a 
Father, do now.think of God 
and are troubled: thick Darkneſs. 
doth incompaſs them round. 
about: they have loſt the ſence af 
his Love, the comforts of his pre- 
ſence, and their Song in the 
night, andice noreliet. This is 
a more hopefull caſe however, 
then theirs, who are under great 
Backſlidings and Deſertion, and 
hardly ſentible of it. To awaken 
and afhit both, Conſider I 
beſleech you, whence you are | 
fallen, and what you have loſt, | 
and what will be the iſ{sue of this, | 
it Sickneſs, or ſome ſmart 
' Affliction overtake you , or if 
you ſhould dye in this-condition. | 
And inquire ferioully, and pre- | 
lently, into the cis of all this | 
Evil: fora few tranſient thoughts " 
will not affect the Heart and per- 
tnade to Action. And do it pre- | 
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ſently, becauſe by every delay 
_ work will by the iden 
your danger the greater, and your 
Recoyery the more difficult. 
Refle& upon the Sinfullneſs as 
well . as Aﬀiction of this caſe: 
know you have diſpleaſed God, 
and run from -him, negle&ed 
his Preſence, and griev'd his 
Spirit, andin what Inſtances you 
have done ſo; that have made 
him weary of his dwelling: what 
Ordinances you- have lighted; 
what Duties you have orhitted ;. 
what fins you have given way to; 
in ordesto Repentance and deep 
Humiliation. 

Can you cententedly fit ſtill, 
with this dismal State of Things? 
while God hath ſomewhat ( yea - 


a great deal indeed,) againſt 


you, for having teft your firſt 


® 


Love* will you not enduayor to 
remove that which hath made 
tuch a ſeparation between” God . 
K-” and- 
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and.you, and brought you thus ||. 


low? what Communion with, 
God, what communications of 
his Grace, what influences of 
his Spirit, and Evidences of his 
fayor have you loſt? and will you 
not acknowledg your Iniquity, 
and abaſe your ſelves in the Duſt, 
aud return tothe Lord, and doe 

our firſt works? that he may 
22 your Backſlidings, and 
receive. you graciouſly ; that you 


may. againe take hold of his | 


Covenant,. and. be at Peace with 
him.. = 


But to be ar Peace with God, 


1s not the whole of your Concern, 
you need notonly a Pardon, but 
a Phyſitian- to heal: you ; as doth 
a Malefactor , that is not only lia- 
ble to the Law,. but deſperately 


ſick. Your State 1s ſinfull and dan- : 


gerous ,. as well as troubleſome. 
From performing duties in ſuch 
a manner as. you now do,. you 
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| may quickly be Tempted to: let 


them. altogether alone. God 
may be ſo | mn to ſuffer 
Satan to make attempts upon you 
of that kind: and he is forward 


| enough to make uſe of fuch an 


opportunity, to try all his Snares 
and Stratagems againſt you : till 
he prevail with you,, to think 


hardly of God himſelf, unthank 


fully to overlook. all his former Gitpi« of 
Tempta- 


kindneſſes, to put the worſt In- 


terpretation that can be upon all chap. 6. 


his Providences, to diſtruſt and 
quarel with him, as if his faith- 
tullneſs had failed, and his Mercy 
were. clean gone forever, and 
there were no hope left, for one 
in your caſe : and ſo run into 
Deſperation, and thro the ſubtle- 
ly and yiolence of Satan's. Tem- 


| ptations, try the moſt fooliſh and 


unlawfull means for eaſe and 
cure, cither open Licentious-' 


; neſs,. or it. may be , ſelf Murder. 


Ther - 


Vid. Ms, 


trons. p.2.. 


; efficacy of every duty, and of | 


for the Spirit of Heavineſs, and | 
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Therfore ſpeedy preſent-Re- 
pentance is neceflary , to find 
out and mortifie every Corrup- 
tion, and that eſpecially, which 
Conſcience tells you, - you have 
moſt indulg'd, from whence your « 
Diſtrefle doth principally ariſe: 
Confeſling your fin treely, fully, 
and withoutreſerve, and waiting 
on God in the diligentuſe of all 
means, for the recoyery of that 
which you have loſt: and Juſti- 
tying God inhis Righteousneſs, | 
Truth, Wisdom, Holineſs , in 
all his Rebukes. | That you may 
__— a Spirit of Prayer, and þ 
taſte the r{weetneſs, vertue, and: 


every ordinance; and God may 
give you the Garment of Praiſe | 


the Foy of the Lord maybe your 
Strengh , for future ſervice and 
ſuffering. 

In the mean time do not caſt þ 
away . 


On Time and Eternity. 257 


to away your Hope, but tho you. 

d | have (too juſtly) depriv'd your 

>- | ſelf of the Faith of Aſſurance, 

h | yetindeayor to maintaine and ex- 

re || erciſe the Faith of Adberence. Via, Dr. 

Ir Say unto God, that becauſe there __ 

e: if 35 Forgiveneſs with him, therfo- : 

y, | re he 15 tobe feared. My lin is not 

9 | too Great to be forgiven. Tis 

11 Þ not rhe Unpardonable Sin: fer I .\ 

at || deſire to repent, and am reſoly'd 

1i- | to return, I'will ſtiff cleave 'to- 

the Lord, and wait upon him , 

and tollow hard after him 7 and 

take no other courle for Delive- 

! rahce and comfort. Mine isnot 

* afingle Caſe: Taminot the only. 
* Soul that hath been To diſtreſs'd, 

LY © and yet found relief, by ſeeking 

* - unto God. This r Ao fr: good 4 

forme tb hope, and quietly wait SY 

for the Salvation of God. I will 
draw neat to God, I will lay at 

{ his foot, andcontinue in all ways 
of Worſhip and Daty, wherin I 

may 
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may hope to meet. with the 

quickning and comfort of his 

Spirit. 1 will ſeek relief from 
no other; Iwill keep as near him 
as I can; witherels ſhall I goe, 
he alone hath the words of Eter- 
nal Life; he alone can create 
(what is the fruit of his own lips) 
Peace, Peace. 

"TH I will encourage my ſelf in the 

” agg conſideration of his General 


method fer Grrace,, and the probabilities of 
Peace of 


Conſcience, 


my former Experiences, when 
I had ſome good hope, thro Grace, 
concerning my Adoption: / will 


ſtill; and tho I walk #n darkneſs, 


lation he will make me more 


his ſpecial Love: [I will recollect þ 


remember the years of the right | 
hand of the moſt High. If God | 
will give me ſo much Grace as to |} 
continue waiting , I will hope þ 


and ſee little or no Light, IT will | 
ffay my ſelf upon the Lord. And | 
if by the want of ſenſible Conſo- | 


humble | 
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humble, and keep me in a greater 


Submiſſion to his will , I will bleſs 
his holy name; and derive more 
comfortable hope from thence, 
then from the moſt ſweet and fen- 
ſible Conlolations I eycr had; and 
look upon Humility , ſelf denial, 
Dependance on God, Refigna- 
tion tohim, and Hatred of fin, 
as a better {ign of his Love, then 
the higheſt tervors of Aﬀection 


| 1n his ſeryice can be. 


Oh that I had formerly done as 
much for Holineſs, as I have for 
Comfort! by the joyment of the 
0ne, I ſhould have had more of 


| the other : the exerciſe of Grace 
# would have diſcoyer'd the Truth 
} of it. Let me therfore accuſe 
and condemn my ſelf; but {till 


truſt , and love Gad, and wait 
upon him. Let me reſolve neyer 


| to chooſe a new Lord or Maſter, 
+ Or take up with any Portion 


beneath God him ſelf; or = 
O 
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of Hope or Salyation , but by 
J. Chriit , my only Saviour, 
neither let me Grfake the way of 
Faith and Holineſs, for all-the 


hopes and Happineſs of this 
world, if put to my choice. But 
be allways able to ſay, Bleſſed 
-be God 1 now can, that [vill 
return to my former Husband , for 
then it was better with me then 
zow. I had peacc and refreſhment 
inmy former ways,1 will return to 
them. Lord , forſake me not 
rtterly 4 keep not thine Anger for 
ever ; caſt me not away from thy 
preſence, and take not thy H. 
Spiret from me: Reftore unto me the 

oy of thy Salvation, that my 
Heart may be 1nlarged to prayſe 
thy naie, ana to run the way of 
th) Commandments. 
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1e | Confeſſion of Sin, Humiliation, 
1s and Repentante muſt follow 
ut upon Self-Examination. Ad- 
qd vice concerning Repentance of 
uy ſome particular Back ſliding. 
Ta The gpreat Perplexity and 
72 Diftreſs of a Pemtent Sinner 


1t repreſented , as a Caution 
£0) againſt returning to Fully. 

at 

71 T Hat we may turn unto the 


by | © Lordzis theend of ſearching 
Z. | and trying ous Ways. Lord, 1 
he | have been ſearching my Heart, 
2 [and conlidering my ways, but 
ſe | can find little or no good; neither 
of | can I difcoyer all that is evill in 
both. But I indenough to make 
my own Heart condemn me, and 
Thon , who art greater then m 
Heart, and knoweſt all things, 
mayſt much more — 
k am 


262 Devout Reflexions 


I am altogether unclean, pollu;| t 
ted, and abominable. [ 

It I goe about to enumeratef| ( 
the Sins of my Thoughts, words, l 
and actions, in all the periods s 
of my Life hitherto; it 1 con-J 1 
1ider my omiſſons of Duty, and c 
dayly Crimes by actual commil-ſ 7 
lion ; 1f I reflect upon my Sins ! 
according to their reſpective © 
objects , as either againſt Thee, 2 
o God, and againſt my Neigbour, 
and againit my own Soul ; or 
compare my Heart and Life with if 
thy ſtrict and holy Law, and 
think in how many Inſtances 
I have tanſgreſt every of thy L 
Righteous Commandments : If 8 
find they are more then the hairs 
on my head , they can notbeſ- 
number'd. who can tell how oft he 
bath offended ? many of my fins 
make little Impreflion on myP! 
Memory , doe 1 obſerve them 
not, I remember them not; but} w 
WL» . this 
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this hinders not but they may 
make deep Impreſhon-on my 
ite} Conſcience, which will one day 
Is,| be awake, and ſetthemin order 
ds} before me,and they are all written 
n-{ in thy book of Remembrance, ,in 
ndf order to my final Judgment. A/l 
iſ-Þ my fins are before thee : but thou 
nsf| requireſt my humble Confteſhion 
vel] of them in order to Repentance 
e,| and asa part therof that I freely 
ar, ack nowledg their hainous.aggra- 
orfj vations to ſhame and humble my 
thi {elf the more before thee whom 
nd} I have oftended and provok't. 

es) How long did I ſerye diverſe 
hy Luſts and Pleaſures, withthe ne- 
It glectand forgetfullneſs of God? 
irs} How ſad a proſpe& may I take of 
be the far greateſt partof my Life 
bel paſt ? eſpecially of my youn- 
ns ger years, which have been 
nyþtriffd away in vanity and folly? 
mi And ſince I have known the 
utf way of Truth , how ſhametully 
Us : haye 


> 
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have I prevaricated with God? 
I am confounded to conſider, how 
often I haye deſpiſed the Com- 
mandment, and rebelled againſt 
the Light; againſt the Principles 
of education, and the checks of 
_ Conſcience ,' frequent warnings 
from God, and reproofs from 
Others; contrary to my Profeſ- 
ſion, and Experienec, contrary 
to the obligation of peculiar 
mercies, ſolemn Promiſes, Re- 
ſolutions, and Engagements and 
a nearer Relation to God then o 

many others 5 which fins have 
more diſhonor'd my Lord, dil- 
credited his H. Goſpel, gratifi'd 
the Devil, ſcandaliz'd the world, 
and ſtrengten'd the hands of thej 
ungodly, then the fins of others. 
Andalas! How much of my pre 

cious Time is thus. gone, whic 

if duely improv'd, would nowſ 
afford me comfort to review. 
How much Guilt haye I cony 
tra- 
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tracted every year , particularl 

in this laſt ? 1 vs patie ei 
which will ſoon be gone as that 
which was concluded yeſterday. 
And ſhall Ionly advance in Age, 
to increaſe the number of my ſins, 
andheigthen my Account againſt 
the Day of Reckoning? In Tem- 
poral and Civil Aﬀaires Day unto 
Day uttereth knowledg,and Night 
unto Night teacheth Wiszdom. We 
are Taught by Experience many 
uſcfull leflons which we ſhould 
not els-have learnt; to reform 


many Errors and miſtakes , to 


corre&* many raſh and fooliſh 
Actions and Speeches, &e. And 


| ſhall I not learn wisdom by the 


Experience of another year, in 


| what concerns my greateſt, my 


Eternal Intereſt ? ſhall not the 
reflexion on my paſt fins prevent 
my Commiſſion of the like ? 
How many Years hath God 
youchſaf't me to work out my fal- 
M Va- 
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vation ? þut how little have I done 
towards it? had I dyed this laſt 

ear, how unprepar'd muſt 1 
as made my Appearance befo- 
re his Tribunal? what opportu- 
nities of doing and receiving 
good haye 1 let ſlip? have I nor 
made it. more my buſineſs to ſeem 
Religious, then really tobe ſo? 
how much of the Patience of God 


have Iabus'd? refuſing his calls 


to Repentance , reſiſting the 
{trivings ot his Spirit , ſmothering 
my Convictions, and turning the 
grace of God into wantonneſs ? 
In ſtead of returning gratitude 
for all his Love, I have repeated 
my. Transgreſſions after Forgi- 
veneſs: and gone in a circle of 
Repenting and Sinning, even to 
this day. Lord, I am Afham'd 
and lay my felt in the duit before 
thee. To me belongs nothing bur 
ſhame and confuſion of Face. If 
God ſhould condema and puniſh 
| inc 
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me as a Rebell, and a Traitor, and 
give me the Portion of Hypocri- 
tes, I cannot but own his Juſtice ; 
even in Hell I muſt do it, with 
my flaming Tongue and Breath. 
Spare me for thy mercies 
fake! Enter nat into fudgment 
with thy ſervant , for in thy ſight 
ſhallno fleſh living be juſtifi'd<s 
if Thou lay Fudgment to the line, 
and equity to the Plummer. Giye 
me Repentance unto life, zever 
to be repented of , never to be 
retracted againe. Bring me to the 
Bloud of Zeſus, which cleanſeth 
fromall fm. Behold the ſiphings | 
of a contrite Spirit : For 7 
acknowleg my Transgreſſions unto 
thee, againſt whom T1 have 


| fnned; o Lord; forgive the Inte 


quity of my Sin. Lam unworthy to 
lift up my hands andEyes towards 
Heaven, unworthy to be called 
thy ſon, or thy ſervant: I am 
vile in mine own eyes , becauſe 

| M 2 I haye 
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I have made my ſelf vile in thine, 
For this I am troubled, and 
mourn, and my Soul is grieyed 
within me. 

O thou Heavenly Phyſitian of | 
Souls! from thy Pitty alone I 
expect my cure. I am miſerable 
and undone without thy Compaſ- 
fon, and expect no' relief but 
from the Treaſure of.thy Grace. 
I muſt periſh, and ſink under the 
burden of Sin, if thy merciful 
hand doe not ſave me, and Hft me 
up. I am intangled and inſnar'd 
by the Deyill and my Luſts, and 
without thy Succor. can never 
hope to get free. O Lord for 

roe my Sm, and heal my Soul; * 
deliver and ſave me for thy mercies 


ſake! | 


+ 


May 1I not yet hope in thy mercy? 
thou haſt Cydly been ue, 
me hitherto: thou calleſt me to 
repent: thou commandeſt me to 
return, and promuſeſt to forgive | 
| | thole | 
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thoſe Sins which are confeſſed 
and forſaken: O do notcaſt me 
out of thy Sight and Preſence,now 


. 1 defire from the bottom of my 


Heart to return to thee ! 7 abhorr 
my ſelf in duſt and eches, for my 
paſt Iniquities. But alas! ſuch 
is the hardneis of *my Impenitent 
Heart, that I am even aſham'd 
of my huwblcſt Repentance: how 
much more may Goddeſpile and 
rejectit? Buthaſt thou not given: 
thyH. Son to dye for Sinners? and 
exalted him to this veryend, to 
be a Prince and a' Saviour, to 
give Repentance , and Remiſſiou 
of Sins* And by the word of 
thy Grace, thou beſeecheſt all, 
(even the Greateſt Sinners,) to 
accept of gon + and art more 
willing to pardon, then we can 
be to Repent. Tis thy Delight 
and Glory, agreable to thy na- 
ture, and declared Name, as 4 
God gracious, and mercifull, 


M 3 ſlow 
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flow to Anger ; and. of great 
Kindneſs , fergrving Iniquity , 
Transgreſſion, and Sin. O Par- 
don mine Iniqunty for it is great, 
and receive an humble Penitent , 
who implores thy Grace, accor- 
ding tothe Tenor of thy new Co- 
venant, flying to the arms of thy 
Mercy, thro the merits of Zeſus 
Chrift, whois able to ſave to the 
uttermoſt all that come unto God 
by bim. 

Lord, hear my Prayer, and let 
not the mixture of my weak- 
nefles and unworthineſs turn it 
into Sin : but graciouſly youch- 
ſafe to look upon. a returning 
Prodigal; and cauſe me to. hear *' 
the voice of Joy and Gladneſs, | 
that my forrowfull Heart may be 
comforted, and my lite be dire- 
ed to thy Praiſe. Lead me into 
the path of life, that I may no 
longer erre from the way of thy 


Commandments: Teach me to 
do 
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do thy Will, o God, andwrite 
thy Law upon my heart, that I 
may never more rerir7 to Folly. 
Iam: convinc'tof the Eyill of Sin, 
of thy Right to govern me, of the 
equity and Juſtice of thyLaw, of 
the ſweetneſs and rewards of 
keeping thy precepts':: O ſanct- 
fie b 6 Aa = make me 
Sound in thy Statutes , that I may 
hate every falſe way, and be de- * 
voted to thy Fear, the remainder 
of my Life. 

If there be any particular Luſt 
or Wickedneſs, which thro the 


power of Temptation ,. and the 


deceitfullneſs of Sm you have 


* falleninto; thathath waſted Con- 


ſcience, and: robb'd you of your 


' Peace, and provok't God to 


write bitter things againſt you; 


? be ſure to humble your ſelf 
' withoyt delay in an _— 


manner for that Backſliding:: 


| Confelsit freely Y, with its aggra= 


4 Va. 
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notafter ſome ſpecial manifeſta- | 
tionof God's Love, after ſome 
ſpecial warning , ſome ſtrong 
Conviction, under or ſoon after 

ſome great Affliction from God , 
or ſome more then ordinary 
kindneſs of his Providence, &c. 
and impreſs ſuch Thoughts, to 
humble your ſelf the lower, 
ſearch into the grounds and - 
cauſes of ſuch Aulany, ſuch as 

the abatement of your watchfull- 
neſs, the neglect of ſerious 
cloſet devotion, making bold 
with Temptatian , too great 
compliance with yaine Company, 
venturing too far in lawfull or ' 


indiftexent Things, too much | - 


vations. Conkder wither it was | 


Confidence in your own | - 
Wisdom , Strength and ftedfaſt- | . 
neſs, not fearing ſuthciently the |} 
Approaches and Beginnings of 
Sin, orayoiding the fuell, in- | 


centives, and occalions of it, 
& Cc. 
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&c.Palliate and disguiſe nothing, 


' that may make your {fin exceedin 


{infull, leaſt by ſome lutle Artof 
the Devil, you deceive your {elf 
by an halt-Repentance; and the 
Evil Spirit, you think to be caſt 


| out,, return againe with ſeven 


worſe then himielf, and ſo.your 
latter end be worſe then your Be- 
ginning. For it the fin benot 
truly hated, but only cover'd 
over with penitential Aſhes, it 
will quickly . flame out againe, 
when it meets. with combuſtible 
matter,and aftrong'blaſt of Tem- 
ptation. | 

Bat if you are griey'd to the 
very Heart, and abhorrthe Sin, 


 .andreſolyeto quitt it, you need 


not doubt of Gad's readineſs to 
recetve you to Mercy. His Sprrit 


is yet ſtriving with you , if you are 


willing toRepent, and return to 
God. He ſoughtyon, andcall'd 
you to return, when you were 

"-- , My ml 
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wandring as a. loſt ſheep inthe |, 
| broadway; andcan youthink,he | 
will not be found of you, if you f 
. ſeek him with your whole Heart? 
Thertfore renew your Repentan- 
ce,” and beg more. earneſtly a 
Spirit of Humility, Holy Fear,and 
Watchfullneſs : and every mor- 
ning implore divine fuccors 
again{tthat Sin, and all Tempra- 
tions-roit. (Which, as much as 
poſlible, you.muſt avoid.) Con- 
{tant and. feryent Prayer, after 
Repentance ,. muſt be your: refu- 
ge, and your Remedy. If you 
let fall your hands, this Amaleck 
will prevail againe : -afſoon and 
as far as you fail. in the conſtancy, 
and fervency of that Duty, .youc | 
«Sin will getſtrengh,. and ſucceſs- | 
fully attempt you another Time. 
But: by this practiſe , God may 
turn Eyil to work for Good,make | 
you gaine by your loſs, ſtand the | 
faſter by your Falls, . and become 
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_ ſtronger by the diſcovery of your 
- weakneſs,. and better eſtabliſhr 
for the future. 

But take heed that you peryert 
not-the Grace of God,. and en- 
courage your ſelf to fin againe by 
the ſuppoſition, that if you ſhould 
Fall , *tis but to Repent , and 
renew your Reſolutions, and all 
will be well. This is a ſubtle Ar- 
tifice of Satan, but ſuch methinks, 
as ſhould take with none-, who 
have ever known by. Experience, 


what.it ts to Repent. Who have Luk ay; 


felt the burden of Sinto be hea- 
vier then 4 liftone; then the 
weight of. a ountaine. Who 
. have taſted, how evill and bitter 
a thing tt 15.,. to depart from 
God. Who have loathed and 
abhorr'd themſelves, with deep 
Remorſe,. and ſorrow, and An- 
ouiſh. of Spirit: wiſhing with all 
their Hearts, that they had not. 
| ſinn'd,, and if it were'in their 
| M 6 power- 


276 Devout Reflexions 


power would give all the world 
to retrieve it, and would rather 


dyc then commit that Folly again,,- {. 


they then repented of. Let 
thole who have not their own 
Experience to confirm this, read 
over (and conſider the caſe of 
David, when he wrote.) the Pe- 
nitential Plalms. How many like 
him have roar'd and cryed out 
under the ſence of fn, of ſtings. 
and -furics in their Conſcience, 
of the poiſon'd Arrowsſurroun- 
ding them wherever they went: 
from the weight of fmsMahignity, 
the apprehenſions: of "God's 
Anger, andthe conſequgntFears 
of his Wrath. Serious Repen- 
tance after great Tranſgrefhions 
is another Thing then moſt ima- 
gine it. Whentheir aggravated 
Sins ſhall beſett them behind, 
and bcfore , be placed in order 
before theif eyes, andſctin array: 
againſt them. *Tis allways a work: 


of 
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of Difficulty as well as lmportan- 
ce, tocrucifie corrupt affections,. 


4 to tear a beloved Luſt from the 
T* Heart, with iclf-indignation to 


abhorr and caſt away what before 
you lou'dand delighted in. How 
did David's fin {tare hint in the 
Face, #t #5 continually with me, 
zt 15.ever before me, faith He. It 
haunted him like a Spectre, or 
Hke Belhazar's handwriting on 
the wall, tity] appear'd betore 
him in;fome horrid ſhape. 
However Sin may ſmile in «s 
firſt addreſs , and beſpeak us in 
flattering anguage , andpromilſe. 
Pleaſure, .and Proht, and great. 
Advantages and Satisfaction ;.. 
Theſe are but fair Appearan- 
ces ;. This 1s but the outizde of 
the Cup,. and the colour of the: 
Liquor: it will. prove Gall and: 
Wormwood, and-a mixture of - 
deadly Poiton ,, if ever, God ſet. 
it home upon the Conſcience,, 
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and awaken us to: a- true ſence of 
it. And the Continuance of:dayly 
Repentance for Sin., Which all 
Chriſtians are called to, is no 
ſuch eaſy matter neither. Con- 
ſtant ſelf-abaſement and Humi- 
lation before God ,. from a ſence 
of his Majeſty and Holineſs, and 
of our many Sins, and pollution 
therby : the imperfection. ofour 
beſt dutics continually to be be- 
wailed,, inordinate affections to. 
be ſtill mortified, always reſiſtin 

and oppoſing.Sin, in its Root an, 


branches, conflicting againſt the. 


whole Intreſt of the Fleſh, the 
world, and the Devil, ſceking 


after more Holineſs,. to be de- 


riv'd unto us. by the Grace of 
Chriſt, tobe wrought in us by his 


Spirit, and. maintain'd by his. 


power ;--and making dayly appli- 
cations to the Fountaine of all 
Grace, for ſpiritual ſtrength, to 
cominuc our watfare againſt Sin, 
I in. 
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1n. all Inſtances. of outward duty 
and inward Actings. of. Grace., 
evenaslong as we live;. all this is 
included in it. Due Apprehen- 
ſions | concerning Kepentance, 
would teach us: to beware. of 
S1n.. 


XXVYVTII; 


T he. weceſſity of Chriſtian Reſolu- 
tion to Upright , Perſevering 
Obedience; how Full and exten- 
foe it ought to be, and yet 
Humble. By what means we 


= be aſſifted to perform thas 


which.we Reſolve. 


n_ acknowledg'd. my 
Tranſgreſſions. unto God, 
and beg'd forgiveneſs: ,. and 
experimentally learnt..ahe. Evil 
of Sin by the: bitterneſs of 
Repentance , I reſolve for the. 
future to watch: againſt it moze 
Na=- 
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narowly, and againſt every thing 
that leads to it: endeayoring to 
pleaſe and honour my God and 
Saviour by an upright obedient 
Heartand Life : And for the Re- 
million of my former contra- 
ed Guilt, I truſt to 7. Chrift 
according to the Revelation 
made in the Goſpell, of whathe 
is, hathdone, and ſufter'd, and 
continues to do in Heaven, for 
the falvation of Repenting Sin- 
ners, who defire to come unto 
God by Him. 

But how often , o my Soul, 
have I mockt God, and deceiv'd 
my felt, with formal and faint. 
Purpoſes of amendment ? m 


good Reſolutions have been all. | 


of them as the morning cloud, 
and the Early dew , Which quickly 
paſied away. One freſh affault 
of Temptation hath ſwept away 
all my good Purpoſes as aſpiders 


web. TI have fallified lo many, 


and 
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and broke my word ſo often, that 
I dare not truſt to any thing I 
now reſolve, or rely on any pro- - 
miſe I chonld farther make. Suc- 
cor me therfore o Lord,, by thy 
Powerfull Grace, that what was 
defetive in my former fruitleſs 
Reſolutions, may be noy rectt 
fied. Let me be more Humble in 
the ſenſe of my weakneſs, more 
dependant on thy Grace , and 
more heartily ſeck it from tire 
to time. Strengthen me with 
Strengthin'my Soul, with might © 
and power inmyinward man , I 

I may ſo reſolve and purpoſe, as 
to perform : that I may not be one 


| day hot, andthenextcold, zea- 
 lousnn.the Beginning, but faint 


and lukewarm in the Progreſs, 
fervent and ſerious only in Re- 
ſolving, butweak and impotent 


| in the Execution. 


Having chang” my Maſter , wy 
End, and my Hopes, by retur- 


ning 


Rem, 6. 
E.22; 
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ning unto God, from whom I 
had gone aſtray, I firmly reſolve, 

thro the aſſiſtance of his Grace, 

to change my courſe of Life. 

Fhat old things being done. away, 
all things may become new * that 

being made free from Sin , by par- 
doning Mercy, and become the 
ſervant of Chriſt, I may have my 
fruit unto Holineſs, that my End 
may be Eternal Life. ln the inte- 
rim wither Iliyeot dye, letit be 
unto the Lord , reſolving both 
in Life and Death tobe abſolu- 
tely His. And to that purpoſe, 
© my Soul, letme ſeck for con- 
tinual ſupplies of Grace from 
Chriſt my Head, toinable me to 
yeild ready obedience ,' in the 
moſt difficuli,. hazardous, pain- 
full and humbling duties. In 
yaine dol reſ{olue it, without the 
aſliſtance of his mighty Power, to 
ftrengthenmy Heartfand hands, 
wheneyer L am called to ſuch-a 
Trial 
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Trial of my ſincerity. Without 
it I ſhall neyer recoyer my Liber- 
ty, or break a ſunder thoſe bonds 
and cords, wherwith Lhave for- 
| merly been held Captive, as the 
Servant of Sin and Satan, ſuch is 
the weakneſs and treachery of 
of my own Heart, the influence 
of ill Examples, and the ſubtle- 
ty and cunning ofthe Tempter, 
that otherwiſe I ſhall quickly 
change my mind, and return to 
Folly, as the Dog to his vomit. 
The Spirit is ſo weak, and the 
Fleſh ſo frail, the ſnares of the 
World ſo many, the power of 
remaining Corruption ſoſtrong, 
and: of myſelf I am ſo unlſetled 
and wavyering, fickle and-unſtea- 

dy , and prone to Backfliding , 

that all my ſtrongeſt Purpoſes will 
notbe ſufficient, without dayly 
ſtrength from above. My ſenſes 
are ſodeceitfull, my Paſſions: fo 


ungovernable , the Rule and Eaw 
; Iam 
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Iam to walk by , ſo {trict, and ſpi- 


ritual, and extenſive, Criminal 
Omiſlions may be ſo frequent, 
and eaſily overlook't, ſo many 
ſeveral and difficult Duties are 0 
be performed , and by every 
change of my Condition, or of 
God's Providence ſo many new 
dangers, and new duties may 
ariſc, that I fearthe iſsne of my 
firmeſt Reſolutions. So ſtrict a 
watch mult allways be kept, fuch 
humility and Caution is every 
where to be practis'd, ſuch ipecdy 
Repentance required after every 
fall: with thank fullneſs and con- 
tentment in every State, under 
all Calamities, be they never fo 
many or never ſo pinching, and 
. perſeverance herein abſoluty ne- 
ceſlary, tho never ſo many itra- 
tagems be uſed to diſcourage me 
from proceding, or tointice me 
to goe back, or turn aſide to ſome 


other Path, thatif God had not 
-pro- 
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promiſed me his Continued pre- 


| ſence, and that his Grace ſhall 


be ſufficient for me, and that 7 
ſhall not be Tempted above what 
| [amable to bear ; I ſhould utterly 
deſpaire of making good what I 
now reſolve. 

But beſides theſe promiſes to 
encourage my reſolved obedien- 
ce, he hath left upon record in 
his word, many glorious Exam- 
ples of his aſliſting and rewarding 
the courage and reſolution of his 
ſervants to continue faithfull : as 
in the caſe of oſeph, Daniel, 
and his Three , Friends, &c, It 
Chrift ſtand by and ſtrengthen 
me,l know / ſhall be able zo do all 
things : I ſhall not then be flatte- 
red, or frighted outof the way of 
my duty : no wind that can blow 
ſhall then turn me tv another 
point: nothing ſhall then be able 
to prevail for my conſent, to a 


| willfull and deliberate forlaking 
= D OI 
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of God; no Argument, no 
Temptation; tho Privacy, Op- 
portunity, «6.7 mane from men, 
with rewards of wordly Gaine and 
Honaur, ſhould all concurr to 
enforce a 'Temptation. But by 
that heavenly mind, I ſhall be pre- 
ſery'd Humble , Temperate , 
Chaſt, patient, 'Thankfull, ſelf- 
denying , crucifyed to the World, 
and hold faſt my Integrity till I 
dye: itil perfeiting Holineſs un 
the fear of God, growing in Grace, 


and inthe Knowledg of my Lord 


and Saviour f. Chriſt, waxing | 


ſtronger from day to day, be ſel- 
domer ſuarprized , offend leſs , 
and repent mare quickly, and 
watch more narrowly afterwards 
tiil at Jaſt I receive. the 
Crown. 

Fix therfore I beſeech thee ,, 
moſt Gracious God! my unkeig- 
ned Reſolutions of cleaving to 
thee , with full purpoſe of Heart, 

and 
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and ſhow thy ſtrength in my weak- 
neſs, by inabling me to doe what 
I now reſolve. To that end, 
teach me to watch over my Heart, 
to keep it with all diligence, to be 
more conyerſant with my own 
Thoughts,cxamining the motions 
that ariſe in my Heart," whence 
they come, and whither they 

oe, and whatthey tend to, that 

may ſuppreſs the beginnings of 
Sin. Letme live no longer as a 
ſtranger to my ſelf, but by ſelf- 


reflexion dwell more at home, 


|reckoning my principal Work to 


be within doors, to keep my own 
vineyard. Teach me to watch 
qver my ſenſes, to guard the door 
of my Lips, to govern my Pat- 
fions,: to þe wary of my Compa- 
ny, to becircumſpec .inever 
ſtep of my dayly walk, to.call my 
ſelf frequently to a reckoning , | 
to caſt up my accounts at the foot 
pt eyery page, by cycry days 
| f”. ou 
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review of my Actions , to live 
allways as in God's preſen- 
ce, andbeawed every where by 
the thought of his Holy Eye, to 


ſhun the occaſions and appearan- | 


ces of Ey1l, &c. 

And becauſe no place, noCon- 
dition, no Imployment is exem- 
ted from Temptations, let me 
fortifie. my ſelf every morning, 
againſt all Aſſaults for that day,by 
Serious Prayer, as Holy David 
was wont to do. Ay worce, 
(ſaith he) ſhalt thou hear in the 
morning, O Lord; un the morning 
will T\aireft my Prayer unta thee, 
and will Jook up. Pſalm. 5. v.3.4. 
Let the law of God be my dayly 
and delightfull ſtudy : that I may 


be able preſently to bring my 
words and Actions io the Touch- 
itone ; and know how to manage 
' the ſword of the Spirit, on all oc 

caſions , againſt the fiery: Darts 
of the Devil: that knowing the 
i. rule, 
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| morethen what I am obliged to,. 
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rule, I may not be doubtfull or . 
at a lofle, when ever I' am 
Tempted: I may not make a ſtand 
to parley, bat immediately, 
ſummon all my forces to reſitt, 
and reject the ſnare ; being aflur'd 
from God, that the Continuance 
of this warfare ſhall end in a 


moſt Glorions Victory. He will. ' 
ſ bortly tread down Satan under 


our feet Thanks beto God, thre 
Feſus Chriſt , my Lord. 


XAVIIL. 


The Import and Obligation of our 
Baptiſmal Covenant. The re- 
newal of it by a ſolemn Dedi-; 
cation ef our ſelves to God. the. 
Father, Son, and H. Spirit ,. 
cxemplifi'd and recommenaed. 


A Ll this, O my foul, which IL 


have now-reſolu?'d on is' no 


by 
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by my vow in Baptism: to re- 
nounce the Devil and his works, 


the Fleſh and the Luſts therof, the 
World, and. conformity to it, ' 
that I may Love and Serve the |} 
Lord: agreable to the undoubted | 
Right whjch God hath, in me by 
Creationi,, Redemption , and 
his innumerable other Renefats. 
But. The outward waſhing of 
Raptizn, and a viſible protcihion 
of obedience, will not ſave me, 
without « the Anſwer of a good 
Conſcience towards God. 1 Pet. 
Cap. 3.v.21. May 1 not by the 
conſideration of my Baptiſmal 
| Covenant ſuppoſe Gad ſpeaking 
to...my : Conſcience , _ to this 
» effect? Will you take me for 
» your whole Portion and Felici- 
 »t? andmy Law for the con- 
» {tantRule of your obedience ? 
-» and fight againſt the world, the [ 
»,fleſb, andthe Devil, to your 
» lives chd? will youþÞclicye in 
| _ Jeſus 
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+» Jeſus Chriſt, and receive him as 
»» a Prince and Saviour? and ad- 


3 here to the faith and obedience 


»» of the Goſpel , how hazardoys 


[| , and difficult ſoever, the profel- 


» {ion and practice of it may be 2 
» Will you reccive theB. Spirit, 
a8 your Teacher Sanctificr , and 
2» Comforter ? and cherth all his 
»» Motions, to inlighten, purific ,: 
»» confirm; comfort , and aſliſt 
you ? *Tis my hearty. conſent te 
theſe Terms, and refolyed com-. 
pliance :with them , which 
Baptiſm obligeth to? and zbis.5s 
the Anſwer of a good Conſcience 
towards God. ? = \ 
I haye often renewed this Co- 
venant on ſeveral occaſions; but 
did Teyer.duely conſider the tenor 


| and obligation of it? How have 


I lyed unto the God of Truth ? 


 dealtdeceitfally whath Him? and 


been Falſe and Fickle, treache- 
rous and:unfaithfull to what I 
7 N 2 pro- 
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promiſed? O let me now againe 
repeat it, and give up my ſelf 
once more to be the Lords, more 
unfetgnedly, more firinly then 
ever I have hitherto done! that 
thebonds of God upon me may 
be ftrengthned, and my foul 
more thronghly ingag'd to be the 
Lords. O help me to do it with 
the June ſeriousneſs , as the 
moſt important Aﬀaire of- my 
whole' Life! by thine aid and 
gtace alone ſhall I be ſincere and 
cordial in this ſurrender and De- 
dication of my ſelf, O breath 
npon+ my {oul, moſt H. Spitit, 
(the Power of the Higheſt ,) that 
there *'miy be no Hypocriſy or 
Reſervation in this ſo weighty and 
ſolemn Transactioa between God 
and me! 

O moſt Bleſſed and Glorious 
TRINIT Y! Father ,*- Son, 
and H. Spirit, Thy favoris my 

Life, and thy at is 
ct- 
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| better thenLife : Thy Will ſhould 
. have been my Rule, thy word 
my Law, thy Glory myend, ts 


pleaſe thee my principal Buſineſs, 


and to injoy thy Love and Preſen- 


ce my ultimate Felicity. _ But I 
am one of thy reyolted Creatu- 
res, who have loſt thine I mage, 
and. rebelPd againſt thy Law, 
ſlighted thy Authority, and re- 
jected thy Grace, and deſecrye to. 


be caſt. out of thy ſight, and 


baniſht from thy Preſence for 
ever. Nevertheleſs, O moſt 
mercifull God, and Father, upon. 
thy gracious wvitation and call, 
I now return to thee my rightfull 
Lord: acknowledging thee, as 
my Allmighty, Wiſe, and 
Bountifnll Creator, my abſolute 
Oyner my Rightequs Gover- 


.nour, my End, my Happineſs 
and Chief Good. I-now, accept - 
thine offer'd Merey ; I now 


ſubmit to theScepter of thyGrace; 
N 3 and 
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and give up my ſelf to Thee, as 
my King, and my God; torule 
and fanctifie menow, andbemy 
Everlaſting Portion. I deſire to 
| benolonger my own, but Thine,. 
to whom. of right:1 belong, and 
ought to be deyated. I yeild my 
Jelt to: Thee, 0 my Lord !Ac- 
cept and poſleſs that which. is. 
thine own.-I lay my elf at thy 
Foot, at all Times, and -in all 
Conditions), tobe at thy diſpoſe, 
and ineverything toacquieſce in 
thy Good. Pleaſure. Dalhors- 
tely Tteſolving, with unfeigned 
and free confentof my Will ,.to. 
walk beforeThee in Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs all thedays of my 
Life. -Hereby I conſecrate and 
 devore myſelfto be thy perpetual 
5 —_— Servant : _ , 1 an 
thy ſervant, I am. thy: ſervays, 
| — of thine A maid. 
\ Tho other Lords have had domi- 
BiOn -oyer me, I witknow make 
of > | , Mmen- 
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mention of ax and of 
thy Righteousneſs ozly , by Jeſus 
Chriſt "YN 

O Bleſſed Feſus, my All ſuf- 


ficient Saviour! Thy dying Love, 


infinite Condeſcention , and 
matchleſs Grace hath at laſt oyer- 
come me, and conftrain'd me to 
reſolve to be wholly Thine, who 
haſt redeem'd and bought me 
with thy moſt precious Bloud. I 
now acknowledge and own Thee, 


.as my Lord, and my -feſus, my 


Prophet, Prieſt, and King, my 
Sacrifice, Surety, and Ranſom, 
to ſatisfic for my tins, and recon- 
cile me 'unto God, to inftru& 
mein his will, and teach. me the 
Myſteries of his Kingdom, and 
the way tothe Father. How often 


_ haſt thou open'd thine arms, and 


called me, yea beſcecht me to 
come unto thee, and accept of 


"Life? but Irefuſed, tq come. I 
adore thy mercifull Condeſcen- 


N 4 tion, 
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tion, that yet thou wilt receive 
meonlſuchealy Terms. O thou 
Lord of life and glory now accept 
ofan unworthy helpleſs Sinner , 
who flies to Thee as his only Re- 
fuge and Hope: whois convyinc't 
that None but Chreft, None but 
Chriſt can make his Peace with 
God, and fave from wrath come. 
I acknowledge thy Title to me, 
and my obedience, and toall.I 
have, by dying for me. I delire 
to take thy yoke upvn me, for 
itis Eaſy; and thy Burden, which 
1s Light. I delire to be intireiy 
and tor ever thine, in an Ever- 
lafting Covenant, never to be 
broken : totake up the Crofic,and 
tollow thee, whither ſo ever 
thou ſhalt lead me, thro the 
ſtraight Gare, and the narrow 
way. Iwill reſerve no Luſt, refuſe 
no Labor, grudgeat nv ſuffe- 
ring, ſtick at no difficulty, 16 
Imaypleaſe, and honour thee, 
and 
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and continue in thy Loye. Os hed 
abroad more of thy Love in m 
Heart, to make all Things eaſy 
for his ſake, who hath loved 
me , and waſhed me from my Sins 
inhis own Blaud. 

O God the Holy Ghoſt, Þ ack- 
nowledg Thee as my Great 
Teacher and Sanctifier, and give 
up my ſelf to Thee, as the Author 
of all faving Knowledg and Ho- 
lineſs : By Thee I have been con- 
vinc*tof my Sin, againſt the Law 


of God, and the Goſpel: of 


Chrift, and of my necellity of 
his merit, ſatisfaction , and 
Righteousneſs, to Juſtiie my 
guilty Soul, by.procuring the , 
Forgrveneſs of Sin, and my ac- 
ceptance with God; and of the 
freeneſs of his Love, ' the Riches 
andall ſufficiency oft his Grace, 
rowardsall who come unto God. 


by Him. Iadore Thee, O moſt 


Bheſſed Spirit , as proceeding 
-, 7, mp 
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and ſent from the Father and the 
Son,,. to renew all the Powers of 
my Soul, and reſtore the divine: 
Image there; to enlighten my. 
| mind, to know and receive the- 
= .. Truth, asitisin Feſus, and pu- 
rife my Heart:. and to ſan&tifie 
all the Members of my Body, and 
make them Inſtruments of Righ- 
 reousneſs unto Holineſs, which: 
 - beforewere ſervants untoSin; and. 
gradually to deliver me from the. 
ower ,, the defilement, and. 
abode of Sin ;. as from the Guilt 
and Puniſhment by the bloud of 
Jeſus. And as the Witneſs of 
God tothe Truth of the H. Scri- 
' Ptures; and asthe Great. Para-l 
clete, to comfort and eftabliſh} 
the Hearts of Beliyers , ſcaling| 
themupto the day. of Redemp- 
_ tion, andpiving them the: Ear- 
neſt of the. Heavenly Inheritance. 
O- Bleſſed Spirit, be. thou ny 
witneſs, that tho I haye yiolated 
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the Law of God, and defac*t his 
Image, and formerly underya- 
Iwd-the Love of Chriſt, and the 
Grace of the Goſpell,yet by thine 
aid Ijnow accept whatTI have ſo 
long neglected :- and thankfully 
devote my felfhence forward to 
be the Lords in a Coyenant Rela- 
HON. 

But fearing and diſtruſting my 
ſelf, 1 giveup my ſelt entirely to 
the conduct of thy Grace, depen- 
ding uportit for my eſtabliſhment 
and perſeyeratice. O. form my 
Heart into an obediential Frame! 
thad in every thing I may' endea- 
yorto anſwer the Ends and Obli- 
gationsof this Deyoted State. - 


| - © To'this One God-b hayeionce: 


againe dedicated and reſfign'd my* 
felf; 'toſerve, and-pleate, and: 
honour Thee , in | Thought ,. 
Word:, and Ac, to the laſt 
moment of my Life : in the Per-- 
formance of all Duties , eycn' 
N6 thoſe: 
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thoſc whic I have been moſt ayer=- | 


ſe trom; inthe mortification of 
every Luſt, andthe forſaking of 
every Sin, even thoſe which I 
was once molt addicted to: Re- 
ſolving deliberately to allow my 
ſelf in nothing, greator little, 
ſecret or open, which I ſhall know 
or believe to be contrary to thy 
holy will, making it my buſineſs to 
be truitfull in good: works, to the 
praiſe of my Redeemer: waiting 
in the -uſe of all his. apointed 


means for higher meaſures of | 


Grace and Holineſs, to be more 
victorious over inward Luſts, and 
outward temptations , ſtill preſ= 
fing towards the mark for the prize 
of my high and holy Calling, even 
eternal Life. | 

I call Heaven and Earth, og 
Lord, to witneſs this day, that 

I own and_ avow this to be m 
Mind, and the ſetled Preyailing 
* Purpoſe o! my Soul. This Iagaite 
202, Tatl- 
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ratifie and confirm, with outany 
Clauſes, or Exceptions. So help 
me , 0 my God. Glory be to God 
the Father , God the Son, and 
God the H. Spirit. 


XXIX. 


Praitical and Conſolatory Refle- 

xions on the preceding Self- 

' dedication, or Covenant with 
Ged. "1 


Have this day folemnly ayou- 
ched the Ls to be my God,zto ,, —_— 
walk in his ways: therby to fortifie 
my Reſolutions, that 7 and my 
Houſe, (and All that I can per-' 
ſuade tobe of my mind,) will 
ſerve the Lord. lintend, deſire, 
and hope never willfully to viela- 
te the Faith, I have now plighted | 
in the preſence of God: but to. 
continue ſtedfaft  unmoveable , 
N # all- 
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allwas abounding in the work of 
the Lord,&c. | 
Should I undertake any new 
Imployment, or enter into any 
new Condition, or change the 
place of my Abode ,. where I 
might ſee more of God's diſho- 
nour, and meet with more and 
ſtronger Temptations to Sin, and 
be called to the performance of 
more difficult duties , greater | 
Watchfullneſs and ſelf denial, 
&c. I would hope hereby to in- 
gage the preſence of God with 
me, and his Blefling. on all my 
Afaires,, on which depends the 
{ucceſs of all that I undertake: 
and would hope the better to pre- 
ſerfe may Integrity , not only This 
Year, but in all the remaining 
portion of my Time , by the abi- 
ding ſenſe of my Covenant with: 
God, thus ſeriouſly renewed. 
This is the method,I have been 
often. adyis'd to, for Peace of 
Cont 
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Conſcience ,, under” donbts and 
{cruples concerning my ſpiritual 
State: to put the matter outof 
doubt,. by againe accepting the 
offered mercy and Grace of thc 
Goſpell ; and heartily conſenting 
tothe Hew Covenant: giving up- 
my ſelf to God in Chriſt, tobe 
ruled and ſaved by him. Blefled be. 
God, I have now. doneſo. Lord,. 
fay Amento thy partofthe Coye- 
nant, that. Thow art and wilt be. 
my God ; as Idelire unfeignedly 
to do to mine, that I willbe 7hy; 
Servant. 

But beeauſe Articles are ſooner 
conſented to, then,made Good ;. 
(tho 1 ſeriouſly tend never to- 
diſown this my ſolemn AG and 
Deed,. but. firml#to adhere to it,. 
as long ive ; that: hwoing 
fworn ,, I 1h1Rendeavor to perform- 
zt , that this. ſhall be my Eyerla- 
ſting Choice, never to be recan- 
ted or alter'd, yet) a -- 
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the ſad Inſtances of my former 
weakneſs, and the vigilance and 
ſubtle malice of my Great Adyer- 
fary, Iagaine implore the fuccor 
of divine Grace, to keep it for 
ever in the purpoſe of my Heart, 
that it may be as the Laws of the 
Medes and Perſians , never tobe 
reverſt. I have given up my name 
to be Thine; O put thy Fear into 
my Heart that I may never depart 
from Thee. Imprint thy Laws 
upon my Heart, that my obe- 
dience may be uniform and uni- 
verſal, unwavering and perpe- 
tual ; ſuitable gy lo honourable 
and near a Relation to Thee. Iam 
ſenſible I want Wiſdom and 
Strength to that purpoſe, but thou 
haſt bid me ask it of Thee, who 


giveſt liberally , fl! withour 
.deſert, and upbr not, with 


preſent unworthineſs or former 
taults. O lcad me not into Ti cFpta- 
tien ,: but deliver me from Evill. 


Stand. 
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Stand by and ſtrengthen me 1n 
the Hour of Trial, leaſt Iforget 
my vows , and deny Thee. O that 

Soul may never draw back, 
leaſt Thine haye no Pleaſure in 
me. I can ſerve no better Ma- 
{ter : Olet mine Ears be bored to 
the door of thine houle, as the 
Token and Aflurance of my 
being thy Servant unto Death I 
know” tis my Duty, Iam ſenlible 
*us my Priviliedge, and Honour, 
I am couvin'd,that*tis myIntereſt 
and Felicity ; my Soul, my Life, 
my preſent and everlaſting Well- 
fare and All depends upon it, that 
thou ſhouldit be my God for ever: 
O conduct me by thy H. Spirit of 
Grace, thatl may walk and Act, 
as having heartily conſented he 
ſhould be ſo: and dire# my Heart 
into thy Love, and the faithfull 
keeping of thy Commandments. 
That. when ſo many Profeſlors 
make ſhipwrack of Faith and-a 

: | Gogd 
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Good Conſcience, and diſcredit 
the Religion of my Lord, b 
their ſhamefull Falls, thou mon 
make meto ſtand , and improve 
the warning of their Examples, 
to walk humbly , and while / 
ftand to take heed leaftI fall. 
Having thus ſurrendred - my 
felfto God, what is there. © my 
Soul, thatisever like to preyail 
with me to goc back, and revolt 
from him? Is the gratification of 
zLuſt, the ſecuring of an Eſtate, 
compliance with a Friend , the 
lcling ofa Superior , living in 
Eafe and Hanuur, and: outward 
Proſperity for a little while, the 
 faving my Body fromſuftering, 
- or my Life from violence, (or 
what evei els be the Motive of 
my ufaithfullneſs to God, and 
Apoltacy trom Him, ) Is Any,'is 
All. of theſe any way conlidera- 
ble, compared with the Bleſed- 
neſs of having God to be my God. 
. For 
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For therby I haye the forgiveneſs 
ofall my Sins ;-and the Affuran- 
ce of his Fayor, the certainty of 
reſent Protection, and Proyt- 
{10n, all Creatures reconciled to 
me, and to be imployed for my 
Good,, as the Friend of God; 
All things to work together for 
my Adyantage ; and by the evi- 
dence of my Adoption, a well 
grounded hope of Eternal Life. 
God as my Sunand Shield, will 
= Grace and Glory, and with 
old no Good Thing. So unſpeaka- 
bly Comprehenſive are the Privi- 
hedgesof- ſo near a Relation: to- 
God in Chriſt. O happy are the 
People, who are in ſuchacaſe! 
Bleſſed are the Perſons, whoſe Ged.. 

is the Lord. © 
Doe I reſolve to abide by my 
Choice,. and. to truſt in Chriſt, 
for perſevering Grace, and ſhall 
I not,onght I not to take Comfort 
In it? Shall I not giye God the 
Glo- 
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Glory of his infinite Goodneſs , by 
adhering to him and rejoycing in 
him, notwithitanding all Temp- { 
tations to the Contrary ?| , 
Caſting all my care upon him, 
and quieting my ſelf inthe All- 
ſufficiency of my Heavenly Fa- 
ther: having a God in Covenant, G: 
_ whowill ſupply all my wants, and n 
take care of me as his Own. Shall TI: 
not give him the glory of his 
Truti and Porver, by truſting him 
in every Condition ? by conh- 
dence in his Promiſe , Depen- 
dance on his Word, Faithtull- 
neſs to his Intereſt, and Con- 
{tangy in his Service to the end?}; 
Is it not a moſt, encouraging 
Thought, that God doth never 
Abanava any, who do not firſt 
forſake him 5 And after 1uch|| 
ſtrict Engagements as I have laid 
- upon my ſelf, ſhall I ever ſtrike 
the fatal ſtroke with my own[q 
' Hand? ſhall I beoffand on, ſa; 
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and unſay, premiſe and retract? 
and after 1 havc proceeded thus 
P”Jtar, ſhall I forſake the Fountaine 
of Living Waters, and turn agai- 
1.12c to broken Ciſterns? 
After I have cxamin'd my ſelf, 
|confiderd my ways, confeſt my 
Sins, and upon ſerions Delibe- 
ration am come to a Reſolve , and* 
in purſuance of it have deyoted 
y ſelf with ſuch ſolemnity to be 
he Lords, ſhall I ever after this, 
orſake Him , &* my own Mer- 
zes , and lightly efteemthe Rock. 
f my Salvation © Now I have 
learn'd in ſome menſure what S: 
is, by the ſorrows and anguiſh of 
an Hearty Repentance; now I. 
have diſcoverd ſo -much of the 
Snares. and Devices of Satan, 
br wherby I haye formerly been be- 
L.ſ-aid: now Iam ſerlible of the 
dangerous #nd powerfull in- 
* fluence - and Infection '-of, bad 
" [Company , the Rn of 
| | beſhly 


f 
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flefhly Luſts , the bewitchin 
Temptations of the World, 
have taſted'a little, by ny own 
Experience, of the Pleaſantneſs 
of Wiſdoms Paths, *the Peace 
and fatisfation of Devotedneſs 
to God, bythe preſent Rewards 


of acalm Conſcience, the cams . 


munications of divine Grace, 


and the Encouragement of an. 


Holy Hope, &c. and ara per- 
tuaded 'of the -Stability. of his 
Word , - and 'the- Certainty of 
Eternal Life-te all who continue 
in well-doing; ſhall I after all this 
ever break with God againe £ 


ſha!lI ever cancell this Engage- | 


ment? violate this my Vow? and 
fallfic ſo many repeated Promi- 
{es and Reſolutions ?. Oh that 


his Power may reſt upgn me! and | 


his Grace work in me both to will 
and to-Doe !- chat this God ma 
be my God for ever, and my Guide 
a4nto Death. Let menever reaſſu- 
; NIE 
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me this Giftand Surrender of my 
ſelf, or defraud Gad of his 
Right and Propricty. Hts 1 am, 
and Him I will ſerve: living whol- 
ly to Him; uling all I have for 
him : being willing he ſhould 
Aowhat helift with his. own, and 
conſequently diſpoſe of me, and 


| of all that any way belongs to me, 
| | 4:{hall ſeem Good in hs Eyes. 


' lam; Thine, O Lord ſave me. 


Command me my work, apoint 
me my Duty, dirett my Station, 
order my Conditien; 1ct me be. 
Thine, thoimploidin the mea- 
neſt ſervice , and the moſt !abo- 
rious ſelfdenying work. Tho 
I ſhould be but a Doorkeeper in 
thine Houſe, an Hewer of Wood, 
or a Drazver of water: Tho I mult 
pinchthe fleſt, and iwim againſt 
the Tide, and renounce what 
before LI valued: yet This God 
ſhall be my God for ever- 
By this means when Icome to 
| | Dye, 
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. Dye, (if God ſhould add more'F 
*earsto the little number Ihave F 
paſt, belidesthis I have now be- 
gun,) I may be able to ſay with 
Upright Hezekiah, Remember 
Lord, how I have walked before 
* Theein mine Integrity. That in 
the face of Death, and the 
Grave, in the yiew of another 
World, and the near proſpect 
of Eternity, I may be able to 
Reioyce in Hope, and Say, Lord 
Zeſus , Receive my Spirit. Thou 
art my Saviour,and I have waited 
for thy Salvation. I have ſought. 
Thee with my whole Heart; I 
have choſen thy Favor rather the 
then Worldly Grandeur and for 
Proſperity ; I have prized thy | 1 
Lowe, and endeayor'd to obey Pt 
Thee, ( as the beſt Expreſſion |YEn 
of my own) tho with many Im- ons 
erfections , which I bewail; I por 
pans delighted more in thy Servi- fo 
ce and Preſence, then in the fave 
Plea- 


ov» 
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; Þ Pleaſures of Sin and vanity ; thy Teiti- 
F monies have been the Joy of my Heart; 
I took no delightin the Company of the 
ungodly, after I was devoted to Thee ; Q 
let me not haye my Portion with them in 
{ the other World! Fortifie me now againſt 
the King of Terrors, ſtrengthen me in 
this my laſt Conflict, enable me to- 
triumph over Death by the Crofle of 
| Chriſt, (my victorious Redeemer, ) and. 
carry me thro the dark valley, at the di- 
yorce of Soul and Body, and grant me an 
abundant entrance into thine heavenly 
Kingdom; Let me be numbred among 
thy Choſen, and my Body wait in Hope, 
Pill the general Reſurrection, that I may 
then ſee thy Glory, and dwell with Thee 
for ever. | 
By voluntary conſent and Choice, thou 
art my God; and thy Preſence in Hea- 
ven, my ultimate Felicity ; I have truſted 
a- ko tby Gracious Promiſe, to prepare me 


"he it, andbring meto it; O fulfill thy 
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/i. Mord unto thy Servant, wherin thou haſt 
he Faued me to hope, and mercitully receive 
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my departing Soul, thatſceks Thee, that 
loves Thee, that breaths after Thee,and 
delircs nothing but to know Thee better, 
and love Thee more, and be more enti- 
rely conform'd to thine Image, andlive| 
allways in thy B.Preſence. Amen, Holy 
Father, be it unto me according te thy 
Word, thro the Merits and Interceſſion 0 
my Allſufficient Saviour , . Chriſt, th 
Faithfull and True Witneſs, in whom a 
tby Promiſes are Tea, and Amen. 


XXX. 


Thanksgiving to God for his Innumerabl 
Benefits and Mercies, particularly i 
the Tear Paſt : with ſome Direttion an 
Advice concerning it. 


H Ow precious and delightfull are thi 
Thoughts of thy Benefits? O Lord 
how great is the ſum of them* Shoul 
I countthem, they'are more in numb 
then the ſtars. Shall I not obſerve an 
conſider them? maintaine a gratefu 


ſen 


br 
ha 
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ſenſe of'em and publickly acknowledg 
J them on all occaſions? that I may Bleſs 
ih the Lord at all Times, and his Prayſe be 
continually in my mouth. More eſpecially 
ſhould 1.conclude and begin the Year with 
ſolemn Praiſcs to my Great Benefacor 
and Preſerver. I ought to begin and cloſe 
every Day with it , therby.ro make the 
outgoings of the Morning and the Evening 
to rejoyce in God. Every year, cvery 
Day, every Hour, every Moment offers 
me an oocaſion to praiſe Him : becauſe 
| he is every minute gracious; and hath 
been ſo ever fince«he gave me my. 
Being. | 

. Allmoſt one half of my Time hath 
been ſpent in Sleep, when I remember 
not God, nor my ſeif; yetdoth He, wha 
never {lumbers or {leeps, remember me 
| in Mercy., and watch over me for Good. 
Yea tho in the other half, by Day, 1 
have forgotten him in a worſe ſenſe, by 
calting off his Fear, and not remem- 
bring thathis Holy Eye is upon me, yet 
hath he.not forgotten to be Gracious. 
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 Therfore I will Praiſe the name of God 
with a ſong, and will magnifie him with 
Thanksgiving, and never forget his Be- 
refits. With which Sacrifice, hes better 

leaſed then with an Oxe or Bullock, that 
hath horns and hoofs. 

He- hath prolonged my Life this laft 
Year, when ſo many others, of his more 


| . uſefull {ervants , have been remov'd by 


Death: and given me farther Time and 
Space toRepent, when multitudes have 
been ſurpriz'd in their Impenitence. Yea, 
it was He, who tormed me in the womb, 
and brought me ſafely into the world, by 
whoſe Providence I haye hitherto been 
ſupplied: in Him [live, and move, and 
continually exiſt, To his undeleryed 
Goodneſs I am beholding for all the 
Good of anykind, which lever enjo'yd: 
to his Bounty I amindehted for all that I 
now have; and muſt depend upon it, for 
\ Whatever 1can here after exſpect. 
Thro Infancy and Childhood he was 
pleas'd topreſerve me ; fayouring me 
Pſalm 69, v, 30, ' 
with 


1 
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with many advantages in my Birth and 
Education; prividing for me a Compc- 
tent Livelyhood ; SGofay the Circum- 
ſtances of my Condition , Relations, 
Places of Abogde, &c. more advanta- 
giouſly then he hath done for Thouſands: 
affording me many helps, for the Im- 
proving of my mind, and the increaſe 
of Knowledg: and preventing my Ne- 
ccſlities, and even my Detires , with 
numberleſs Bleſlings which I never ſo 
much as askt for. He hath caulcd Seve- 
ral of my Relations toyeild me Comfort, 
when they might have been ſore Aﬀi- 
Etions. He hath raiſed up Strangers to 
befriend me, and ſhow me kindneſs. How 
many favours have I.receiv'd trom God, 
by the Inſtrumentality of other Men Z 
to whom God gave the Will, and the 
Power, the Opportunity, and the Incli- 
nation. * 


How often hath he deliver'd my Sonl 


from Death , mine Ejes from Tears, 


and my Feet from falling, by icaſonable 
Preſeryations? ſo that I doyet walk be- 
Q 3 fore 
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fore Him in the Land of the Living. He 
hath refcn'd me from the brink of many 
a Precipice, which, thro Ignorance or 
Inadyertency, did not apprehend orFear. 
When I knew not which way to turn, he 
hath made my -Path plaine. Under 
| ſinking Diſapointments he hath comman- 
" ded Succour ; and been a preſent Help ir 
the time of Trouble; In Great Perplexities, 
his Eye hath been my Guide ,- and his own 
Arm hath brought Salyation: it may be 
by the Miniſirpof his Z. Azgels , ob- 
eing hisorder, and giving unuſual Inti- 
mations of yery great, and otherwiſe un- 
ſuſpected Dangers : or fending Relief and 
Deliverance, by ſuch ſmall, unlikely, 
and unexpected Means, as carried the 
name of God. vifbly ingraven on them. 
innumerable Calamitics he ſaves me 
from, which Others groan under: and 
as many Bleſlings am1 tavor'd with, whe- 
xeof they are deſtitute. He Spreads my 
Table, and fills my Cup, and gives me 
All Things richly to enjoy, when many 
* Excellent Perſons, of whom the World 
is 
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is not worthy, are fed with .thebread of 
Afﬀistion, and the Water of Afton. 
Others have only Neceſlaries, -or but few 
Conveniencies, in Compariſon with 
the Plentifull Proviſions God hath made, - 
for my Chearfull Obedience to Him. 
And fhall I notPraiſe Him tor the pre- 
cious Things of Heaven, thebleſſings of 
the Earth, the dew, and the deepf and more 
eſpecially for tbe Goodwill of Him, who 
dwelt in the Buſh , to {ſanctihe and 
twceten All : Wherby Common Mer- 
cies become the pledge and fore-runner 
of better Things ; as the fruit of his 
Special kindneſs, the witneſs of his 
Truth,. and the feed of Peace and Joy, 
and Righteousneſs,. and Praiſe; by rea- 
ſon of his Bleſſing on all that I poſleſs,' 
which otherwiſe would prove a ſnare, and 
a Temptation, and be intermixt with a 
Curſe. | . 
. And befides the ordinary and Conti- 
mued Bounty of every Day,..in the midſt 
of how many Difficulties and Dangers | 
Deut.33.v: 13.14. | A 
O 4 have 
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= have I felt the dear obligations of his 
Preſerving Mercy? abroad and athome; 
8 in forreign Countries, 'as well as my 
own; in the midit of Enimies , and 
among Friends; in all Places, and at 
all Times. 
He hath prolonged my Health, or 
made my Bed in Sickneſs. Hehath often 
- granted the Delires of my Heart when 

ever it was forhis Glory; and contradr- 
cted my wiſhes, and difapointed my En- 
deayors, in other Inſtahces , when it 
' was moreto my Advatitage. From how 
many Miſchiefs hath he say'd me , by 
| ſuch Thingsas I deprecated, and would 
have hinder'd? How many Evills hath 
he turs'd for Good? He hath heard my 
Cry inthe day Adverſity, and ſet my feet 
#1 alarge Place. He hath Chaſten'd me 
for my Profit: His Rod and his Staff 
have comforted me: He hath ſpoken 
comfortably ro me in the Wilderneſs. 
Afﬀiction hath been uſefull and neceſlary 
; Phyſick ; made an Inſtrument of Verwe, 
d and ſo a roken of his Loyc. Therfore 
4 t will 
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. Preſence hath directed my Path, and 


Pillar of Fire by night: he hath 


pli'd my wants, and comforted me 


Father, my Soul, and all that is 
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7 will ſing of the Mercy of the Lord 
for ever, and with the woice of 
Thanksgiving, will make known his 
Faithfullnes. : 
Ke hath all along conducted me 
by his Wisdom, guided me by his 
Providence, and the Amgel of his 


ordered all my Goings. He hath 
been a Cloud to me by,Day, and a 


helped me in my Straits, and ſup- 


in all my fadnefles: His powerfull 
and gracious Preſence hath been my 
conitant Guard; and his Soveraign 
never-failing Goodneſs hath com- 

aſt me about with Mercy on every 


lide. For which, O moſt Mercifull 


within me, deſires to ſpeak, thy 
Praiſe. 

The advantagious C:rcumſtances 
of many divine Fayors do raile their | 
Pſ. V9. v. 1. ” nes 
O53 yas 
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value, and deſerve to be particularly 
obſcry'd and and acknowledged. 

How ſcitably , how ſcaſonably, how 
wiſely hath he conſer'd his Benefits ?. 
with what Tenderneſs and Kindneſs? 
with what Freedom and Readineſs ?. 
Of his own bounty and goodwill, 
withour any Neceſlty, or Obliga- 
tion on his Part; without any deſert, 
and Sometimes without ſo much as a 
Prayer on mine.. And whatis more, 

notwitſtanding my Ingratitude and 
Forgetfullitels of Him, and great. 
Proyocations, heigthned by the 
abuſe of ſo. much Mercy : deman- 
ding nothing after all, in requital of 
fo much Kindneſs, but my Accep- 
tance of his Love , and gratefull. 
ſenſe of his Goodneſs , and the 
ſwceteſt and moſt rcafonable Ex- 
prefions of it, by Thankfull Obe- 


dience. 
More eſpecially, would T. Bleſs 
- theLord, tor Inlightening'my mind 
in. the Great Mytteries of Relzgion : 


dil- | 


Lot. Cauſing me = lay,down in green” 
Sm .: 
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diſpoſing in wonderfull Wisdom 
the ſeveral means and mcthods, 
wherby he brought me to the Know- 
ledg of the Truth , by Parents,  Mi- 
nilters , Friends, Acquaintance , 
Books, Afilictions, -&c, Beginning 
with . me in Childbood, awakening 
and cultivating the inbred notions ot 
God , and natural. Reiigion , of 
Good and Evi!,. Rewards and Pu- 
niſkments,. by the caretull Inſtru- 
&ions of Parents,or others concern'd 
m my Education : giving me the ad- 
vantage of Good Examples, Coun- 
ſels, and Encouragements, to know 
and do well; with more aſliſtance, - 
and leſs hindrances,- and diverſions , 
then to many Others. - Particularly, 
for the Excellent Priviledge and in- 
eltimable Bleſling of his Z#. Word 
and Sacraments, the liberty of the 
Chriſtian Religion , .in the Purity of- 
it,-in_ moſt oft thoſe Places, where 
God hath been pleas'd to caſt my 
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Paſtures, and leading me beſide the 
full Waters: Inſtructing me in the 
Revelation of his Will and Grace by 
F. Chriſt: acquainting me with the 
tublime Principles and Articles , 
Precepts and Rules, Promiſes and 
Hopes of the Goſpel, inorder to E- 
ternal Lite. : 
- Ibleſs Thee, O Lord, and ſhall 
for ever doo, that with any or all 
theſe advantages and helps, thy H. 
Spirit, hath raught me 7o know the 
Truth as it is in Feſus, heartily to 
believe and obey it. That by thy 
Grace, I haveebeen conyinc't of 
Sin, and brought to Repentance ; 
thowing me the neceſlity of a Saviour, 
to make my Peace with Thee, the 
Allſufhciency of ' his Grace, the 
fullneſs of his merit, the freenefs 
of his Love, and his readines to re- 
ceive me. to mercy; inviting and 
calling me to it, and enabling me 
tO accept his gracious Invitation , and. 
ebey his Compaſſionate Call ; ma- 
| ; Ling 
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King me willing, by a Powerfull 
and Viftorious Grace, drawing me 
with Cords of Love, and lo effe- 
ctually perſuading me to conſent to. 
thy Covenant, andcomply with thy 
meſſage, on the gracious terms of 
the Goſpel. Bleſſed be the God and 
Father of our Lord f. Chriſt, who, 
thro his abundant mercy, hath be- 
gotten me againe to a lively Hope: 
having humbled my proud Heart, 
and conquer'd the perversneſs of my 
Stubborn Will, and brought my 
Soul to an entire Subjection to him- 
felf. Who took pitty on me , when 
he ſaw me in my Bloud, ſpread his 
$kirt over me, caſt a mantle upon 
my nakedneſs, waſhed me from m 
Sins, and put his own Comelineſs 
upon . me, by ſanGtification: who 
open'd my Eyes when Iwas leaping 
blinfold into the pit of Deſtruction : 
who healed my Soul, -when' I was 
fck unto Death : who reſcuc'd and 


recoyer'd me from the {layery of the 
O-7 De> 
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Devil, when I was-led Captive by 
him at his will. Shall not a ranſom'd, 
red emed Slave, be thankfull to his. 
Deliverer ? ſhall not a miſerable un- 
done Sinner,. whod- is recciv'd to 
mercy, be.thankfull fora Pardon ? 
A wake 0 my Soul ! and utter aſong 
of Praiſe to Him, who forgiveth all 
' thine Iniquiries , and healeth all th 
Diſeaſes, who redeemeth thy Life, 
( thy Soul, ) from Deftruttion , and 
erouwneth thee loving-kinaneſs , and. 
Fender mercies.- 

- Hath he made thee pertaker of his 
own renewed Image and likeneſs? 
given thee his Son, his Grac®, his- 
Spirit? and taken ſuch a wretched- 
Creature into {o near a Relation- to: 
Himſelf, and promiſed to be thy 
Sod and Guide, thy Portion, and: 
thine Inheritance, thy Friend, and- 
thy Phyſittan , .thy Sun ,. and thy 
ſhield, and thine exceeding great 
Reward? and ſhall not my Soul ſpeak 
- P{.103-v. 35 

x. tact aloud 
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aloud his Praiſe? Hath he been 
mercifull to my unrighteousneſs , and 
blotted out my ſins © hath he gatbe- 
red me with his arm, and carried me. 
*n his boſome* hath he-been my Sa- 
viour and Redeemer,. adopted me, 
into his Family , and promis'd to. 
make me Bleſſed in his Glory, with 
the H. Angels? the Curſe being re- 
moved, and the hand writing againſt 
me cancell'd, the Price paid, the. 
breach made up, the mouth of Ju- 
ſtice ſtopt, and the condemimng. 
Sentence of the Law exchang'd for 
2 gracious pardon , thro the Sacrifi- 
ce.of my B. Lord efus* and ſhall I: 
not praiſe his ' incompreheallble. 
Love and Grace ?. | 

I likewiſe thank- Thee, moſt 
Holy Father , far.ſaving me from 
Guilt and Ruine,. when aflaulted by 
powerfull. and dangerous Tempta- 
nons: that by preventing mercy, or 
Reſtraining Grace , thou haſt kept 
AA 4 * b4e- 5 on. 
me 
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me from many Scandalous and pre- 
ſumptuous Crimes. I thank Thee, 
tor making the Sins of Others, a 
- warning and a Caution to me, an 
argumentto humility, anda motive 
.to watchtfullneſs: tor preſerving my 
Judgment trom 1nany Errors and 
dclutions, by which others are fedu- 
.ced: tor enabling me to improve 
any opportunities of doing Good : 
and making meinany thing uſefull 
ro Others: yea I thank thee for all 
thy Mercies to other Chriſtians ; 
for all the Gifts and Graces and uſe- 
fullneſs of any of thy Servants, 
wherin, as a member of the ſame 
Body, I deſire to rejoyce: for any 
ſupport and comfort to me,orAny of 
them, under honourable Sufferings 
for thy name ſake. 

I detire untejgnedly to bleſs Thee, 
for any Succor, relief and vicory, 
with reſpect to the ſnares and bufte- 
rings of Satan, andthevileſt of his 
Temptations. When he hath —_ 

re 


{ 
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ted me to Apoſtacy, and Infidelity 
in Speculation and practiſe ; to 
queſtion the Truth of rhe H. Scrip- 
tures, and the Life to come; to 
doubt of the foundations of theChri- 
ſtian Faith ; or to deſpair of the mer- 
cy of God, and give up the Reins to 
ſenſual Luſts; or to draw me trom 
God, by the love of the World, 
and the praiſe of men, by Evil Com- 
pany, Intemperance , ſecret wicked- 
neſs, &c. 

I bleſs Thee with my whole Soul, 
for calling me back from any of my 
Wanderings, and by infinite Good- 
neſs recovering me after great Falls; 
enabling me to return, when I had 
gone aſtray, and ſeek thy forfeited 
Favor, that thou mayſt heal my 
Back ſlidings : giving me, in order 
to-it, a deep ſenſe of my own Sin; 
and of thy Soveraign Grace ; leadin 
me to a Saviour , whoſe Bloud clean- 
ſeth from all Sin, when my guilty, 
defiled Soul fo much needed its = 

Q= 
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doning and clean(ing vertue : awa 
keningme to make holy vows, and 
calling upon me by thy word, and 
Spirit, and. Providence to perform- 
them. | ' 

- I Bleſs Thee, .who haſt guided my 
feet into the way of Peace, when by. 
the terrors of an accuſing Conſcien- 
ce ,and the ſenfe of unpardon'd Sin, 
and the apprehentions of thy deſer- 
ved wrath, I was ready to deſpair. 
That tho thou didſt moſt jul{y hide 
thy Face at anytime, . it was but for a 
hittle while ; but didſt {ea{onably; 
and in mercyreturn, to wipe oft my 
Tears, reftore the. Foy of thy ſalua- 
tioz,. andchaſe away the clouds and 
darkneis on ray Spirit, by the revi- 
ving preſence of thy own. .Thou who 
artthe Author , wilt be the finisher 
ef my Faith: and thertort tho thou 
baſt viſited mine Iniquities with a Fa- 
therly Rod , yet thy Lovinginaneſs 
thou haſt not taken- from me, or ſuf 
fer'd thy Faithfullneſs to fail, - 
; try 
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thy Covenant of Peace to be removed ,, 
but haſt refreſhed me with hidden 
Aanna , aſter great Perplexities, 
ſaying unto my Soul, 7am God, ever 
thy God : making me to hear thy 
yoce, which was {weet, and to taſte 
thy Love', which is better then 
wine; enabling me to ſay with thine 
Apoitle Thomas , My Lord , and 
Ay God. And to have any Commu- 
nion with thee ſince, in publick or 
private Duties. | 

For all theſe innumerable Mercies,. 
I defire to praiſe Thee, which yet 
are but in order to greatcr, to Evers 


laſting Kindneſs in Feaver. Theſe 


are but the taſte, and earneft of what +» 


thou wilt. beſtow hereafter. 0 how 


preat his his Goodneſs, that he hath 


laid up for Thoſe that fear Hims And 
now Lord what wait I for © my Hope 
is even in Thee. I thank thee, who haſt. 
thus put itinto my Heart, to render 
thee folemn Praile, and once more 


to renew my Coyenant what thee. 
Twill 


6 


F d P/al 119. 6:. 


332 Devout Reflextons 


I will magnifie the Lord, and my” 
Spirit shall rejoyee in God my Sa- 
viour. Return unto thy reſt, 0 my 
Soul, for the Lord hath dealt bount:- 
fully with me. While (a) T live Twill 
praiſe Thee, and ſing praiſes to my 
God, while Thaveabeing. O come 
and behold the works of the Lord, 
what he hath done for my Soul ! the 
Lord lxveth ; (b) Bleed be my Rock, 
and let the God of my Salvation be ex- 
alted. Let my Heart be olad,, and my 
Glory rejoyce, for the Lord is not 
asham'd to be called my God. Thanks 
be to God, ivho hatb canſed me to 
triumph in Chriſt Feſus. Sing unto the 
Lord, O ye his Saints ! and give 


thanks at the Remembrance of his Ho- 


linefs. (c) Icryed unto thee, and thou 
baſt bealed, and ſav'd me: [will grove 
thanks to Thee for ever.(d)I will chow 


forth thy T,ovingkindneſs in the mor- 


ning, and thy Faithfullneſs every 
Night 


_ aP/al. 104.33. b Pſal. 18.46. c P/. 30. 
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Night. For the Lord is Good,his mer- 7 
cy 15 Everlaſting, and his Truth en- 
dures throout all Generations. O 
enter into his Gates with Thanksgi- 
ving , and his Courts with Praiſe: be 
thankfull unto him , and bleſs his na- 
me. Blefs the Lord all ye his works 
in all places of his Dominion, Bleſs 
the Lord, O my Soul. 

Let me add for a Cornclsſron; that 
the particular Deliverances , Sup- 
ports, and Conſolations, which at 
any time God hath given in caſes of 
grextExigence, orinaniwer to im- 
portunate Prayer, ought never to be 
forgotten. Many experienc't Chri- 
{tians have been wont to write down 
ſuch remarkable Appearances of 
God for them, with the particular 
Circumſtances, that did recommend 
and enhanſe the mercy , (wither 
Spiritual or Temporal, as an en- 
couragement to truſt in God , in 
tuture difficulties : and have after 
wards found the Comfort and Ad- 
Yal=- 
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vantage ,, of bcing able to have re- 
courf to ſuch Papers. This practi- 
ce I recommend as what hath been 
uſefull and Conſolatory to diverſe 
Chriſtians, for many years after- 
ward: and to ſome others, of their 
more intimate Friends, to whom 
they might without vanity be impar- 
ted. What experiences might be re- 
corded of 1ignal returns to Prayer, 
and ſeaſonable manifeſtations of the 
Truth, and Goodneſs, and wiidom 
of God, if all the Inſtances therof 
were duely recollected and ,pre- 
ſery'd? And how ſweetand pleaſant 
would the work of Prayer and Rraife 
then be 2? with what rejoycing and 
delight ſhould we ſet abourit, & live 
initſittheconftrainingGoodneſs & 
Love of God, and a Thanktull ſenſe 
of his unſpeakable inercies did bring | 
usto him, and indite and animate 
every word? what ſupport and com- 
tort, and probable hopes (atleaſt) of 
the ſpecialLove ot God might we de- 


rive 
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rive from the yarious paſlages of his © 
Compaſſion and kindneſs? Ahd he- 
reby we may be able more heartily to 

ive him thanks for Pardon , San&i- 
þ ven , and Adoption, which we 
commonly mention with too much 
doubrand fear. 

It may likewiſe be adviſable to ex- 
amine and record, the workings af 
your own Spirit, under {ſuch Diſpen- 
. ſations. What Thoughts you then 
© had of God ? what aGs of Faith, 
Love, Thankfullneſs you did then 
-..manifeſ{t? what Eyidences of God's. 
= | favor, and what diſcovery of your 
4 |- own Sincerity, you have hadatſuch 
c 
X 
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Times ? when and how , and by what 
means yot? were cured of your un- 
comfortable unbelicft , and rajſed 
© | from your deſpondency? what Pro- 
© | -mifes you had recourſe to for relief? 
what Confiderarions were moſt hel 

c full to you? what Frame of Spirit you 
Keptup in Prayer, before and after? 
whatReſolutions and Engagements 
FM 
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you made to God, to Joye, and. : 
&-rruſt, and praiſe., and ferve him,. 
F. . andgive up all to his diſpoſe for the . 
future ? and what conſequent obli- 
* gation may be infer'd from thence, 
to acquieſce in the Will of God 
© arid reſign our ſelves entirely to 
- Him ſaying , This God is our God -. 
for ever and ever, and He will be . 
Our Guide unto Death. 
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